
[6 INovasit, 11141.] 12

ance rate of 21,L. per cent. for short term and
31/ per cent, for long term %yere fixed for
recent Commonwealthi £35,000,000 loan and
current fLOO,000,000 loan.
That indicates that 3' 'tPer cent. would be
the highest rate, yet the farmers have been
told by the branches of the Agricultural
Bank that the moneys they are collecting
now will )w' re-advanced to themn next year
at 2 ' per cent. A half of 31/ per cent.
is nothing like 21, per cent.; it is about 1%/
per cent. I notice in the Victorian Act that
they have made the advances at £I16s.
per cent. That being so, I say the farmers
in this State are being deprived of condi-
tions to which they have a right. The pro-
posals in the Bill are simply those out-
lined in the Commonwealth Act, which I
have read. They cannot fix the interest rate
beyond saying it should not be more than
half of whaqt the Commonwealth has to pay.
The other conditions are simply that the
uotin'y Nvill not bear interes4t during the
first year of the loan. That is simply pass-
ing on the concession granted by the Coam-
ioliwtaltli which has undertaken to pay
the whole, ot the interest duringp the first
year.

During the succeeding six years, the loah
intret s t b fpyable by the faniner at

the same rate as that paid by the State;
that is a half of Whatever the Commonwealth
has to pay. The other condition is that there
shall be no0 iepay, uient, during tile first three

yer" oflu'elrinleipltl, and1( that the rt'-
midrof thle principal shall be repaid dur-

ing the last four years of the loan. Those
are the conditions of the Bill. There may
he a doubt as to whether we are encroach-
ing on the revenues of the State, buit again
I point out that this money is made avail-
able not to go into any general fund, but
to be repaid to the State, aind munst he kept
in a special fund. The whole of the money
madec available to the farmers has; to be
passed out to them if required, nod if the
patoflilists conic into the maitter it will
certAnly fivll be required.

If the farmer is to get this, money at the
same' rate of interes~t that the Srtate has to
pay, then [ claim that the whole of the
mo ney mnade available hr tile Common-
wealth should be pastsed onl to the farmer.
It cannot be maintained that there: is any
encroachment on the reveines of the Stats
hr this Bill. It simhply makes available
to tile faniersN thle mo0n mde available iby
the Commonwealth, which wve were pro-

mised] last year would be done through regu-
lations. Unfortunately those regulations
have not yet been framed. The Bill pro-
vides Ihat it is wily to take effect if the
regulations, are not gazetted by the 1st
December, If they are gazetted by then
there is no necesstityv for the Bill, and] I shall
be only too pleased to see it withdrawn
or passed out with the slaughtered inno-
cents, hult it would he a great breach of faith
with the farming community in this Srte
if these concessions were not passed on to
it. I move-

Thait thev Bill be now read a second time.

On motion hy the 'Minister for Lands,
debate afljourncdl.

Hous adoured t 1.57P.m.

T/rnrslnry, 6th, N i bcr, 1.91.
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QUESTION-EDUCATION, KENT
STREET SCHOOL.

Kr. 1APMiAEL asked the Miuitcr repre-
senting the Minister for Ecluen tion : Whlen
does the- Governmcnt intend to omunlnenvo
butilding at the Kent-street sphool, Vietoria
Park-(a ) tlie doiesli iv nncp centre: (h)
mtiIalwol'k room : (c) a sse ,lY hiall?
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The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: (a) Kent-street school is
already equipped with a domestic science
centre. (b) A metalwork centre and general
science classroom are included in extensive
additions, proposed for 'this school. Con-
sideration is just now being given the matter
of financing this work. (c) The erection of
an assembly hail is not contemplated at
present in v'iew of the more pressing needs
of the Education Department.

QUESTION-PERTH TRAMWAYS.

As to Office Telephone Service.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
wa ys: 1, Is he aware that frequently tele-
phones connected with the head office of the
Tramnways give the engaged signal!~ 2, Will
hie inquire whether sufficient lines are con-
nected to cope satisfactorily with the buisi-
ness of the public and the department? 3,
If sufficient lines are- not now provided, then
iii order to save the, present delay and in-
convenience will he direct that an additional
line or lines be installed?

The M1INISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Mfinister for Railways) re-
plied: 1, 2 and 3, Complaints were re-
ceived of overloading of lines, but an addi-
tional one was put in quite recently and the
business is being coped with satisfactorily.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURE.

As to Transport of Har-vest.

Mr-. BERRY asked the M1inister for Agri-
culture: Would it be feasible for the
military authorities to provide transport
units, at a charge to be fixed, for the cartage
of tbe coming harvest where such cartage
has been adversely affected by enlistments
of men and machinery?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The possibility of using military
vehicles for the cartage of crops at harvest
time has been explored. Owing to military
requirements, it is not possible to make the
ncessary arrangements.

BILLS (7)-FIRST READING.

1. I 'rorne a Trainwnv Extension.
Introdueed by the Minister for

Works.

2.

3.

4.

Financial Emergency Act Amendment.

Reserves (No. 2).

Roads Closure.

5. Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act
Continuance.

(S. Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
Tutroduced by-the Minister for Lands.

7. Plant Diseases (Registration Fees).
Introduced by the Minister for Agri-

culture.

BILL--LAW REFORM (MISCEL-
LANEOUS PROVISIONS).

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
AliCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke-Nortbam) [4.38] in
moving the second reading said: By this
Bill it is p~roposed to amend the State Gov-
erment Insurance Office Act of 1938 for
the purpose of giving that office the right
to transact all classes of insurance associated
with the ownershbip and use of motor
'-eludes. The Bill further provides that
the right proposed to be thus given shall
oper-ate only so long as third party mdwor
c-al- insurance is compulsory by law in this
State. Members will probably' interpret
that statement to mean that there is a likeli-
hood of legislation being introduced with the
object of making third party- motor car in-
.suaimnce compulsory. With that in view, it
is desired that the State Government Insur-
nce Office shall have the right to transact
not only third party motor ear insurance.
bait all classes of insurance associated with
the ownership and use of motor ears.

A Bill exactly the same as this was intro.
duced two sessions ago. At that time Par-
liament was not agreeable to giving the
State office the right to do other than third-
part 'y motor car insurance. We consider
that to -ive the Stlate office the right to
do only third-party motor car insurance
would be altogether unfair, would place the
office in an unreasonable position and would
make the transaction of such business not
at all satisfactory. If the office is to be
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given the right to do thisj-party motor
car insurance, it should hare the right, in
competition with insurance companies, to
carry out general insurance in respect of
motor cars. The Bill asks for that addi-
tional right and authority for the State
office.

The business of motor ear insurance repre-
sents quite a large percentage of the total
insurance business done in this State. It
is a class of insurance in which the State
office can reasonably ask to be allowed to
partieipate. The insurance of motor ears4
entails the insurance of human life as well
as, property, and therefore, in connection
with general inotor car insurance, it is
thought that the entry of the State office
into the field may easily prove to be bene-
ficial to motorists generally without involv-
ing the State in any loss in the transaction
of that business. It would be quite unsatis-
factory for the State office to have the right
to do third-party motor ear insurance and
yet have no right to provide the other classes
of insurance required by many motorists.
True, somec motorists dto not insure at all; it
is, also true that somne motorists cover them-
selves to a limited extent only, and it is true
that only a minority of motorists cover
themselves completely in respect of every
possible class of risk arising from their
ownership and use of motor ears.

The Bill is easy to understand. It is a
question of deciding whether the State office
shall be given the right to do general motor
ear insurance as well as third-party insur-
anc. We feel that if third-party insurance
is made compulsory, this right should be
given to the State office and should he re-
tained by the office so long as a law re-
mains in operation compelling motorists to
cover themselves in respect of third-party
risks. If a law for compulsory third-party
insurance be not passed, this measure could
not become operative even though it had
been accepted by Parliament. If third-
party insurance is made compulsory by law,
the proposal in this Bill will operate only
so long as the other law operates. If the
other law cased to operate at any time,
this proposl would also cease to be effec-
tive, and we would revert to the position
that exists at present. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-MAIN ROADS ACT (FUNDS
APPROPRIATION).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 4th November.

MR. HILL (Albany) [146]. I oppose
the second reading of the Bill. I quite
realise- that the responsibility for financing
roads should he the responsibility of the
road users, but the responsibility for pro-
riding the unemployed with work is that of
the State as a whole and not of a section.
There are different ways in which the Com-
monwealth Government can assist this State,
and it has assisted this State. We hear quite
aL lot about Commonwealth grants, subsidies,
etc., hut I desire to point out that many
years ago the Commonwealth Government
endeavoured to assist the States by giving
very sound advice on transport matters. Lu
about the year 1926 the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment brought from England an eminent
expert to report Lupon transport in Austra-
lia with special reference to port and her.
hour facilities.

That expert, Sir George Buchanan, in his
report, referfed to the need for a sound
road policy. In 1929 a Common wealth
Transport Committee was appointed corisist-
ing of 'Major J. Northeott, M.V.O., P.S.C.,
Army Headquarters (Chairman) ; Mr. S. G.
Mc~arlane, Assistant Secretary, Common-
wealth Treasury; Mr. Al. W. Mehaffey, B.E.,
Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., Engineer, Common-
wealth Navigation Branch; Mr. T. H. Upton,
O.B.E., M.Sc., M.C.E., M.Inst.C.E., member
Main Roads Board of New South Wales;
Mr. M. A. Remfry, B.C.E., A.M.I.E., Aust.,
District Superintendent, Victorian Govern-
inent Railways; Mr. T. E. Moorhouse,
AM1.T.E., Aust., Secretary. The committee
reported on the co-ordination of transport
in Australia. A summary of the report was,
p)ublished in the "West Australian" on the
22nd 'May, 1929, and the report was con-
sidered by the Premiers' Conference on the
23rd May, 1929. The then Premier of West-
ern Australia was present at the conference.

One recommendation of the committee was
that the expenditure of loan money on roads
should be limited to economic needs, and
that when loan money was spent on
roads, provision should be made for in-
terest and sinking fund charges .50 that they
would not be a charge on Consolidated
Revenue. The Government of this State
has ignored that advice. When spending
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loan money on roads, it has not limited the
421i enditure to economic needs. The aim
was to provide work for the unemployed,
and the Government has spent money in
that way without making provision for in.
terest and sinking fund payments. I have
a few figures that will he of interest to
members. The Joan liability on our roads
in 1924, when the Collier Government
assumed office, wvas £677,000, and by 1941
the total had grown to £3,448,988. When
the Premier was delivering the Budget
speech, he turned to the Leader of the
Opposition and said, "When you were in
office you spent large sums of loan money
,on roads!' That statement is not quite cor-
met. The Mitehell-Latham Government,
during its, three years of office, spent on an
-average only £C27,668 of loan money a year
-on roads. The balance of £2,683,498 was
spent by Labour Governments, and -was
equal to an average of £191,678 a year.
'The Mitchell-Latham Government, during
its term of office, introduced the financial
,emergency tax.

31r. SPEAKER: I think the hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the Bill.

MVr. HILL: YVe are dealing with the loan
ecxpendditure on roads.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are dealing with
the Bill.

LMr. HILL: The Bill deals with interest

charges on roads.

Mr. SPEAKER: I say the how-
member is getting away from the
Bi. I point out that I did not stop him
under the standing order which provides
that no member shall allude to any
debate of the same session upon a ques-
tion or lill not being then under discussion.

M1r. HILL: I oppose the Bill because my
opinion is that expenditure on work for
the relief of unemployment should have
been provided out of general revenue and
not out of loan money. I consider it uan-
round finance to spend loan money without
providing for interest and sinking fund
payments. The Bill is introduced with the
object of taking some of the roads revenue
to meet interest on our loans. Another ob-
jection to the measure is that there will he
less money available for expenditure on
roads. On these grounds I oppose the sec-
ond reading.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [4.51]:
Bill-s of this kind have come before us on
several occasions. The object-as to which
I know the Mfinister for Works wvill dis-
agree with me-is to transfer moneys from
the petrol funds, or Main Roads Trust Ac-
count, to Consolidated Revenue. Various
Bills have been introduced with the idea
of obtaining possession of certain sums of
money from that trust account, Apparently
the Government has got tired of the pr~e-
vious system, and now it proposes by this
Bill to transfer from the Metropolitan
Traffic Trust Account certain sums of
money which the MI~ain Roads Board spends
within the metropolitan area. The in ten-
tion iq to take those sumis of money into
Consolidated Revenue, and to spend an
equal amount from the petrol fund, if I am
uising the right phrase-hon. members will
understand what I mean-for the purpose
of doing a similar amount of work.

I do niot know whether we are really jus-
tilled in doing that. I know that for at long
time the Treasury offlicials, who after all
are responsible for protecting the finances
of the State, have been anxious to lay their
hands on the traffic fees. I do not blame
the *Minister for that, because that occurred
in Western Australia long before lie became
M1inister for Works. The traffic fees arc
easily collected revenue; the amount is
considerable, and there is always a large
sum of money coming in at the beginning
of the year. 'My contention is that if the
Minister is going to take frolu the Main
Roads Trust Account large sumsq of money
collected hy the Commonwealth and paid
over by way of petrol tax, there will be
so much less money to spend on country
roads.

A large amount of mnoney is, paid into
Consolidated Revenuie from tile Mletropoli-
tan Traffic Trust Aecount, by way' of traffic
fees;. T want members to understaind that
clearly. From the Auditor 4 lencral 's re-
port of the previous financial year (the re-
port just prcsented to the House) I find
that 110 lass a slimi than £22,5394 was. thus
paid in. Some little time ago when speak-
ini ont tliis subje(et, before I knew this. Bill
was to he introduced, I asked on what basis
the Coinii.;ioner of Police was paid f or
the sen-irecs of his department in collecting
traffic feevs. I thought the point was; one
on whiph the Auditor flenerol jnizlit advise,
us. Whether because of what I sanid, or
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because he thought it advisable, the Audi-
tor General draws attention to the matter.
on page 61-

Commission payable to Police Department.-
The method of arriving at the amount of cons-
mission payable to the Police Departmeat was
explained and commented upon on page 65 of
the report for 1938-39. The same remarks ap-
ply to the commission paid or payable for the
year 1940-41.

It will he noticed that the Police Depart-
ment received in commission £18,583, and
additional fees, under Section 9, of 29. Gd.
for each license taken out for the half-year,
or £3,956, making a total of £22,539. The
Government distributed to local districts
within the metropolitan area £114,286. The
total was £197,097, representing £182,220
together with a credit balance which maede
op the difference.

I obtained the Auditor ( 4eneral 's report
for the year 1938-39, on page 65 of which
he states-

The commission paid to the Police Depart-
nient is upon the basis of 10 per cent, of col-
lections, less refunds, in accordance with an
.approval given by the Minister. This pro-
cedure has been followed since the inception of
the Metropolitan Traffic Trust Account. See-dion 13, Subsecti-on 2 (b) of the Traffic Act,
1919-35, states that all fees paid each year for
licenses or transfers of licenses or registrations
in the metropolitan area "shall be chargeable
wvith the cost of collection as certified by the
Minister . . .71 Inquiries iudicated that, with
the records available, thle cost of collecting
could not be ascertained. In the circumstances,
a percentage on collections is the only prac-
ticable method of arriving at the amount to
ho paid to the Police Department for the scr-
rices rendered.

So while the law states that the Police
Department should be paid the cost of col-
lection, it has been impossible to ascertain
what that cost has been, and a guess of' 10
per cent. has been hazarded. What I am
loading up to is the reason for thle introduc-
tion of the Bill constantly given not only
by the present Minister for Works but by
the Treasurer asl "eli: That the Coml-
monwealth Grants Comnmis~sion insisted
upon such a measure andl reduced the
grant to Western Australia because of
that. I think we ought to have a (clear
understanding with the Comnmonwvealth
Grants Commission onl this subject.
The Commissioners are responsible for
advising the Commonwealth Government
ais to Western Australia's disabilities,
and they change their !,round from time to

time. SometinuieR it is a question of funds,
sometimes it is disabilities, and evidently
now the Commissioners are basing their-
contention on a new formula altogether.

I remember the time when Western Aus-
tralia was a very low-taxed State, and when
on account of that fact the Commissioners
said, ''You will receive no consideration
until you increase your taxes." We can
thank the present Government for the re-
moval of that objection. Under the present
Glovernmnent's, administration Western Aus-
tralia has become the second highest-taxed
State in thle Commonwealth, and the former
excuse can no longer be advanced. Turn-
ing now to the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission's report for 1041, 1 quote para-
graph 185-

In1 previous reports the Commission hat
drjawnvii ttention to thle failure of Western
Australia and Tasmnania-

Iwant members to note that Tasmania is
coupled with Western Australia-
-- to bring their road finances into line with
those of other States by making provision for
meeting lit least soin proportion of the annual
interest and sinking fund( payments on roa d
debt from the proceeds of motor taxation.

What wvas the Penalty imposed upon Tas-
mania for not doing what they said they
would dot None whatever! The Comn-
mission forgot about it where Tasmania
was concerned, but imposed it upon this
State. Paragraph 186, at page 79, states-

In thle non-clainiant States, viz., New South
WVales, Victoria and Queensland, substantial
Proportions of motor taxation are paid by the-
road authorities to thle State Treasury towards
meeting interest and sinking fund charges on
road debt. The road debt of Victoria is about
£10,000,000, the annual interest charges thereon
being about £400,000. The whole Of this
Amiount is recouped to the State Treasury by
the Count,-y Roads Board, wvhose main sour-ce
of revenue is motor taxation. In Now South
Wales and Queensland the State Treasury does
not recover the full amount of interest on road
debt from the road authorities, hut the amounts
paid by' thle latter from motor taxation are
apprevlable. In South Australia legislation has
been~ passed under which the first charges on
the rceeiptxt from motor taxation are-

(a1) Inte-rest and sinking fund onl loas-
r:'ised for roads purposes.

I think members will find that this should
he quails for the year for road purposes..'r
-The Paragr-aph continues--

(I,) Aldministrative costs of the Motor ire-
doeles Department which collects the revenue.
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Then the Comm ission says nothing about
this State's paying over £22,000 to Con-
solidated Revenue, which is far and away
more than the cost of collection. I would
like to know what the actual cost of col-
lection is; it must be a very small amount.
It is not necessary to collect these fees from
the people concerned; they must go to the
Police Department and pay the fees in order
to obtain their licenses. It is the easiest way
of collecting a tax that I know of. Para-
graph 187, at page 80, is interesting. It
says-

Western Australia 's loan liability for roads
and bridges is £3,400,000, the debt charges
thereon for 1939-40 being £163,000. The
amount recovered from road authorities, how-
ever, towards meeting these charges was only
E7,396, Tasmania 's road debt is about £E5.5m.,
the annual charges for interest and sinking
fund being about £E220,000.

Tasmania's -road debt is considerably more-
than is Western Australia's, and Tasmania
has to pay considerably more for interest
and sinking fund. The paragraph con-
tinues--

As far as we tire aware, no recoveries are
made from the road authorities towards meet-
ing these charges.
W~hat now follows is extremely interesting-

The 'Western Australian Government appears
to be anxious to bring its road finances mare
into line with those of other States.

I agree that Western Australia does. The
paragraph continues-

Legislation designed to divert £75,000 of
motor taxation from the Roads Fund to the
Consolidated Revenue Fund was introduced in-
to the State Parliament last year but wals re-
lected by the Legislative Council.

Paragraph 188, page 80, reads--
it is not the province of the Commission to

interfere with the financial policies of the
States9; but, in its task of assessing special
grants on the basis of needs, it is bound to
compare standards of expenditure on various
services. "Moreover, :as expenditure on roads is
:1 very important item we have to satisfy our-
selves that the effort made by claimant States
to meet annual debit charges on road debt is in
reasonable conformity with the effort made in
die standard States, Ta recent years revenues
from motor taxation and the annual payments
made to the States undcr the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement have increased substantially. In view
of these facets we feel that both Western Aus-
tralia, and Tasmania, should have brought their
road finances more into line with those of other
States.

The Commission goes on to excuse Tasmania.
If the Treasurer had received, through the

Minister for Works, the £75,000 for which
he asked lest year, he would have had a
surplus of £86,000. As the Commissioni
bases its recommendations on the needs of
a State, is it likely that Western Australia
would have reeeived what it is getting this
year? Sutrely if it is a question of anerd-
and we have a surplus, then our needs cease
to exist. We have balanced our budget and
have an amount in excess of our expend iture.
I look at the mnatter from this angle: If
this is really a faithful intent ion of finding
money from traffic fees to mieet interest and
sinking fund on road expenditure, then why
take the nioney' away from the mietropolitn
area, only?1

The amount of Loan Funds expended on
roads and bridges in the metropolitan area
is infinitesimal in conmparison with the
amount spent in country districts. One
would have thought that the Government
would say, "If we have to find this £163,000
for interest andl sinking- fund, then we
ought to make it a charge against all the
road users." We must not overlook what I
think we aire sometimes apt to forget, that
whether the Commonwealth Government,
the State Government, the local authorities
or the traffic authorities impose a tax, that
tax is imposed on the samec people. What I
am afraid of isi that immediately -we tell
the Government it can have this reVemle
the expenditure of traffic fees on roads -will
cease. Traffic fees are an important part
of the revenues of local authorities. They are
the easiest revenue to collect, mnuch easier
than are the rates imposed on land. Once
the local authorities lose this revenue, the
Government will not let it go., I know what
Governments and Government officials are;
once they get their hands on something they
are reluctant to let it go.

Mr. Withers : There is much of human
nature in that.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM%: Yes. I can re-
member only one abolition of a tax. That
wvas when the Federal Government relieved
patrons of amusement places of the Federal
amnusemie nt s ta x. Buat -what ha ppened? I11t wvas
finietliately picked up by the State. If
local authorities allow the State Treasury
officials to get hold of these fees that -will
be the end of them, as far as the local auth-
orities are concerned.

Mr. North: It means comunission rule,
too.
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Hon. C. G. LATH AM: I object to the
statement that additional taxes can be im-
posed on land. Those taxes have to be met
from industry and they are difficult to col-
lect today because of the condition of our
primary industries. These cannot hear that
additional burden today. A land tax, whe-
ther it is imposed by the State or by local
authorities, does not fluctuate. It is a flat
tax that is imposed and has to be
collected whether the season is good or
had. I cannot perceive that any compen-
sation will be available to local authorities
it ihey once forego this amount. The mem-
ber for 'Willians~Narrogin (Mr. Doney)
has made a slpecial study of this matter, hut
he is unfortunately absent. He has gone
with the Minister for Justice to a war
loan rally. I regret he is not here.

The Minister for Works: I do not mind
the debate being adjourned.

Hon. C. G. LATH AMN: I am grateful to
the Minister. I am sure the nmember for
Williams-Narrogin would like to have some-
thing to say. He may not agree -with my
views. This cannot he regarded as a party
matter by any stretch of the imagination. In
the interests of local authorities I have
opposed this suggestion every time it has
been before the House, because I feel that
once they allow this revenue to go it will he
difficult for them to recover it. We have no
right to allow the Grants Commission to
tell us how wve are to raise our revenue.
Western Australia is the second highest
taxed State in the Commonwealth. If we
have to go as mendicants to the Federal
Treasurer and ask for money, and the Com-
mtonwealth Grants, Commission is going to
call the tune every time, we shall be in a
hopeless position. We ought to take a stand
against that kind of thing. I am expressing
only my personal opinion.

The Minister for 'Works: We took a
stand against it and it was a very expensive
stand.

Hon. C. 0. LATHIAM: I (10 not think we
have ever told the Conmnission that we have
for a long time paid from £C22,000 to £25,000
a year into Consolidated Revenue. After
all that is where the interest and sinking
fund comes from, and we are imposing taxes
out of proportion to those imposed by other
States. The very States -the Commission
talks about are taxed -on a very-low basis,
exeplt Queensland -which is a very highly
taxed State. Victoria, however, is the low-

est taxed State in the Commonwealth and
taxation in New South Wales. is also low.
Those States are wealthier and have a denser
population, and density of population
counts in the earning capacity of a State.
The Commission should bear that fact in
mind. I am concerned about the future.
Under this Bill the money wvill be paid into
Consolidated Revenue and an equal amount
will be paid out of the petrol tax. The day
mar not he far distant, however, when the
Petrol tax money will not he available. The
present Federal Treasurer-and future
Federal Treasurers for that matter-may
have the greatest difficulty in securing snlt-
cient mioney to (1o all they want to do. I
would not be the least surprised to find the
States being asked to agree to the cancella-
tion of the agreement entered into.

The 'Minister for Works: They do it dif-
ferently. We get 3d.. out of is. 2d. We
used to get 3d. out of V/e',d. They have
gone up and up.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I know, but at the
same time that money may have to go
altogether. Looking, to the future-and the
very near future-my sympathy goes to the
Federal Treasurer; I do not care who he is.

The Minister for Works: Mline goes to the
State Treasurer.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM;I I know it does,
but I am sure that the State Treasurer's
views are the same as mine, namely, that
we must make sure that wve are playing our
part in hastening the termination of this
war. He agrees with me because I have
heard him express himself along those lines.
He has said that whatever money can be
made available to the Federal Government
miust be made available. I would, not comn-
p~lainl if the Federal Government asked for
this petrol tax mone y to he returned to it
in order that it might have sufficient to
equip men going- oversen.

The Mlinister for Works: You are very
mauch concerned about the local authorities
and the 'Federal authorities, yet you are a
member of the State Parliamet.

R~on. C. 03. ,ATUAM: That is so. The
Government (lees not require this money
because it had a surplus. of £11,000 last year
and this year has les claim on the money.
I know the Speaker will not allow mec to
talk about the unemployed, but work has
been provided for the unemployed from this
source. The Mlinister f or Employment
made a statement the other day that
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there were only 18 men dependent
on the State for sustenance. Our troubles
in COnnCEedon with unemployment have
disappeared and there is no justification
for this measure today. I accept my respon-
sibility as a member of the State Parlia-
ment. At the same time I do not consider
that we should take money from the same
people the Federal Government is taxing,
the State is taxing and the local authorities
aire taxing. I am prepared to accept re
sponsibility for anything I say. I objeec to
being coerced into agreeing to legislation
simply because the Grants Commission
wants to tell us how to run this State, which
is managed as well as is any other State.
I object to the Grants Commission coming
to us with a threat, and telling us that if
we do not alter our procedure we will not
receive assistance.

The Minister for Works:- How did South
Australia get so much?

Hon. N. Keenan: It is perfectly marvel-
lons!

Hion. C. 0. LATHAM: I do not know.
South Australia received a terrific sum of
money, and a tremendous number of people
in South Australia arc employed on Corn-
inonwealth works. The consequence is that
the liability on industry in South Australia
to provide employment must be considerably
less and 'Western Australia is a more highly
taxed 'State. I agree with the hon. member
that it is marvellous. The Grants Comumis-
sion says the State Government is anxious
to take this action. I know it is. That is
why it has introduced a Bill of this kind
'in three occasions. I agree that this Bill is
slightly dlifferenlt front the last one, hut the
amount is -.omewhst similar.

The 'Minister for Works: Tt is a small
amount. The amount is £:29,000, which is
only 22'., per cent.

Ion. C. A. LATHAM: The Andlitor
Gleneral shows; the amount.

The Minister for Works: Oh no! That
is what we collet this yerm. It is only for
tirk year. The amount has been consider-
ably reduced.

ion. C. O. LATHIAM: It has been re-
(Ineed, hnt not very much. I was surprked
at the amount of traffic fees collected, taking
inmio consideration the imposition of petrol
res;trictions. The distribution to lncal
:nulhorities; last year yas £114,080.

The Minister for Labonr: Let someone
movre that thme debate be adjourned.

lHon. C. G. LATHAM: I am quite will-
ing. I would like to give the member for
WVilliatna-Narrogin an opportunity to speak
on the measure.

MR. MCDONALD (IVest Perth) [5.19]:
Hitherto I have Opposed this type of legis-
lation. It appeared to me to be of no real
significance, and did not involve any addi-
tional taxation. It did not involve the road
distniets or the local authorities in the coun-
try being called upon to pay any additional
taxation in order to meet some of the inter-
est charges on the loans raised by the Stato
for road construction. I have always
thought the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion-and I say this with due respect to the.
eomnission-attaeherl too much importance
to the mere headings under which these par-
ticular items of revenue and expenditure
happened to be in the State's accounts; but
in view of the attitude adopted by the Corn-
mnission in its last report I have come to the.
conclusion that we must take a realistic view

.Of tho situation. In the last report it was
not clear that the deductions, made in the
amount of the grant, which we would other-
wise hare got, were occasioned entirely, or-
mainly, by this particular matter of contri-
butions towards the interest and sinking-
fund of our loan expenditure for roads. But
this time it is beyond all doubt that we have,
been peon Used to die extent of £65,000 in
the amount of our grant, because we have-
not made some provision which the Grants
Commission thinks we should make to allo-
cate part of our traffie fees towards meeting-
the liability of servicing this class of loan.

The Mlinister for Works: We have been
pennliscd to the extent of £65,000.

,Vr. McDONALD: It is true that in' hare-
hevo penalised to that extent, and I agree
with the Mfinister that the irresistible in-
ference fromn time report of time Orants ('em-
tnis'don is that if we take steps. to comply
with what. it referred to as the proper
method of dealingz with this ]iability for loan
interest, then the penalty imposed by this
report will not be imposed the niext time
the amount of tin' grant is under icunsidera-
tionm.

On this occasion T do not intend to oppose
tlhe Bill. I am fortified in that determina-
tion because it is a Bill for one year only.
It cannot be repeated next year without the
ron.,enit of Parliament. It applies only to
the current veair. Before next year arrivep
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I hope Parliament will have received some
,clarification of the position from its dis-
cuissions 'with the Grants Commission. The
Minister stated that this Bill is more
or less forced upon Parliament by the
attitude adopted by the Commission.
Because it has been forced upon Par-
liamient, I aml supporting it; or, to put
it another waly) I au not opposing it. I
make that very clear. I am not opposing
it, under protest. The Grants Commission
was set up by a Faders! Act of 1933. That
Act contains no directions whatever as to
the basis upon which the Commission may
recommend assistance to the various States.
It only appoints the tribunal and authorises
it to act. The Commission operates tinder
Section 96 of the Federal Constitution,
which empowers the National Parliament to
make grants of financial assistance to
any particular State. Again, Section 06
does not specify the basis onl which those
grants are to be made.

The Grants Commis~sion has, by and
large, adopted a basis commnonly called the
"4needs'' basis. We are to be kept, more
or less, afloat; wre are not to be allowed to
sink too far below the standards of other
States. We are expected to use all proper
exertions to look after ourselves. If we are
not sufficiently active and do not make
these exertions, then we are to be stirred
utp by a series of penalties or fines. That
is the basis adopted in the past, and it is
still substantially the basis of the Grants
Commission'~s recominendati ions.

I desire to say a word or two on this
matter, because it is one of great import-
ance. The Grants Commission says it does
rnot presume to dictate the fliancial policy
of the claimant States. In effect it is do-
ing so. I hiave a respect for the Grants
Commission. Its work has been valuable,
and its views useful. Its investigations
have been of distinct value to our State,
and I feel sure the Commission will be of
-value ira the futuire.

The Minister for Works: A proper audit
of accounts is always valuable.

r.McI)ONALI): Criticism of a con-
structive and helpful nature by peopl ,e out-
side the State is of great value. We were
under a cloud, so Car as the Grants Com-
mission was concerned, for sonic years be-
cause our taxation was not high enough;
we did not at that time tax our people on
the same standard as, did other States.

Under the influence of the Grants Commis-
sion, to somie extent, we have overcome that
position. We have become, as the Leader
of the Opposition said, the second highest
taxed State in Australia. For that position
the Grants Commission, as well as the Gov-
ernment, must take responsibility. Has
that policy of the Grants Commission beer,
a wise one? We are so highly taxed now
that we are not an attractive proposition
for capital and new industries. We must
realise that. We have a demand here, but
ours. is a very small home znai ket as corn-
pared with the home markets in other
States. In addition to our geographical
disadvantages and the handicap of our
sinall population, we compare unfavourably
with all the other States of Australia in
the matter of taxation rates except Queens-
land.

If this State is to advance at all, it seems
to tile it can only do so by being nmade at-
tractive, arid so encouraging fresh people,
capita! and industries. It cani only do that
by beingr establishied in Australia as the
land of opportunity as it once was years
ago. The attitude of tire Grants Comumnis-
sion in complaining of our low rate of taxat-
tion per hend in the post has been to bring
us to a position where, as compared with
the older and more closely populated States,
we aire hrandicapped aid our prospects of
developmtnt are greatly reduced. The den-
sity of population in Victoria is 401 times
thait of Western Australia. Comparisons
with Victoria, New South W~ales, and even
South Australia and Queensland, are quite
untenable. While Parliament may pass
this Bill to comply with, if not the de-
m'auds, at all events the moral pressure of
the Grants Commlissionl, the opportunity
should be taken, especially as a new
chairman lies been appointed to the Corn-
mission, to try to persuade it to re-
orient its outlook towards this State and its
view on the functions to be exercised in
irelation to help rendered to Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Works: You might get
hack to the suggestion by the member for
Nedlands,, for example.

Mr. McDONALD: That may be so. I
hope the ineniers of thre Grants Commission
will take the opportunity to read the reports
of the debates in this House on the Bill and
will give consideration to our resn)eetful
objection, wich is nore the less forceful
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because it happens to be touched in respect-
ful language, that the only hope for the
population of Western Australia is that the
commission -will endeavour to see that con-
ditions are made such that the State will
provide sonic attraction to people and capi-
tal. If that is not done Wester~n Australia
will always be a sparsely populated, primary
producing State, and will constitute a ser-
ious weakness not only in the economy of
the Commonwealth but in the defence of
Australia as well.

There is something miore to he said, and
it is that the people of Western Australia,
who have carried on with conmmendable
courage in the past and who have a per
cotita productive calacity exccediug that
of any other State of the Commonwealth,
will commence to lose some of their courage
and hope for the future that have sustained
them in the past. It is now or never for
Western Australia. One result of the war
is the creation of immense new industries
which, if it had not been for the present
hostilities, would not have been established
in Australia for many years to conic, Be-
cause time is the essence of the contract,
those industries have heen almost entirely
concentrated in the Eastern States. If the
Grants Commission does not realise that
trend and, through its recommendations,
apply somec economic action, then the future
of this State will not be nearly as b)right
as it should he.

It is not always good to be Ani optimist
in the face of reality. At the present time
we are passing through a dangerous crisis
respecting the fjtiure of our State, and this
is due to the abnormal conditions resulting
from the war. Unle,s a broad and] national
view of the position is taken by thep Comn-
monwealth Parliament and by the Grants
Commission which advises it, as well as by
the Eastern States, then there will be fas-
tened on to 'Western Australia for an inde-
finite number of years the role of the poor
relative of the richer States.

Mr. Marshall: Western Australia will be
the wood and water joev for the Eastern
States-

'Mr. MeIJONALD: Yes. Now is thle time
when we should make the strongest pos-
sible representations to the Gzrants Commis-
sion as to how we stand, and those repre-
s-entations should be made to the Nationat
Parliament as well. I shall support the
Bill-or perhaps I should rather say that

I am not opposing it-unader protest and
because its operations are to be confined
to one year only.

Mr. Mfarshall: Are you sure of that?

Mr. McDONALD: I accept the Minis-
ter's assurance that it is to operate for
one year only, and] that assurance is in
accordance with the wording of the inea-
suire. Should that not be the position, the
next Parliament will certainly have some-
b ing to siay about the matter. May I coin-

meat briefly onl the statement of the Grants,
Commission that the passing of this legisla-
tion will mean anl increase of £-65,000 to
Western Australia? That means that the
Commission is prepared to grant us £C66,000
more mecrely for an entry in the ledger, as
the rueniber for 'Murchison (Mr. Mfarshall)
would say. If that is the position, it is
cheap nioney-and I am prepared to take
it. At the samue time, I protest against
money being paid to us merely becaose we
put an entryv in the ledger or transfer anl
item from one page to another. That is
only playing with the real issue. It is deal-
ing with trivialities compared with the big
problems of this State and its people. I
hope the Grants Commission will tackle the
larger issues;. Should it do so, we --hall
have no need to worry very much about hok
en tries.

I want to add one more point. I do not
necessarily endorse the proposed method of
colmpllying with the criticism or suggestions
of the Grants Commission. Parliament may
adopt the course outlined in the present Bill
for this one year. Should the matter come
before us again, we might refuse our con-
sent. As to the manner in which we pro-
vide funds from various sources to service
the debt that has been contracted for road
construction, I am not satisfied that the
c-ourse suggested is, the best. However,
without possessing fuller knowledge of the
subjet and having at hand the benefit of
the advice the Minister can obtain from his
officers, I am not prepared to suggest a bet-
ter alternative. I think there may be suich
'ill alterantive and if we are to be asked
to (10 anything of this sort in the future then
any -such alternative could well be con-
sidered. That is my attitude, and for that
reason T shall not oppose the second read-
ing of the Bill.

On motion by 'Mr. Seward, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL-LAND DRAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 30th October.

MR. MOLARTY (Mry-Welntn
[.3.37]: I am. prepiared to su~pport the see-
ond reading of the Bill but with somne quali-
fications. The measure will give the Minister
power to control all drains that have been
constructed by the Government in proclaimed
drainage areas. I also appreciate that it is
useless to spend money on drains unless
they are maintained. When introducing the
Bill the Minister informed the House that
over £1,000,000 had been splent on drainage
operations, and it is true that a single settler
could upset the whole of the drainage sys-
temt of a district. There will always be
need, so long as there are drains, for their
maintenance. The principal Act requires that
before a drainage area can be constituted a
majority of the settlers affected must be inL
.agrmeement with the course sit-gestert. I am1
afraid that in the past the farmers have not
always been given the opportunity to agree.

The Minister knows that the drainage
works have been a great employer in the
past, and suceessive Governments have
souight that class of works in order to pro-
vide employment. To absorb large bodies
of the uinemployed, drainage operations have
been put in hand. In order to get to work
quickly men so employed, property owners
hare not been given the opportunity to ob-
ject to the proposed works being carried
out. Naturally I agree that those undortak-
iags have been responsible for a great im-
p~rovement in the rural areas, and have
played an important part in the successful
development of the Souith-West. Thousands
of acres of land that were waterlogged and
produced very little are now productive and
amiongst the best pasture land in the South-
'West.

I was pleased to hear the 'Minister say
that, if the Bill becomes law, it will not in-
flict the slightest hardship or inconvenience
on any farmer. I do not doubt the M1inister's
word; nevertheless I am glad to have that
statement in black and white because somec
day other Mfinisters wiill be in charge of
eountry water supplies and the statement
inay be very useful. I hope, however, that
to'refer to it will not be necessary. No
doubt the object of the Bill is to collect

wiore drainage rates and rope in a larger
area. The Minister told us that insufficient
rates wvere being collected to cover the muain-
tenance cost of drains. I can understand
that, but I hope he has no intention of tryv-
ing to collect suffilcient rates to cover main-
tenance oit over a million pounds worth of
drains.

The Premier: Why should lie not?

Mr. MoLAR TY: Now the Treasurer is
coming into the argument! Farmers served
by drainage are not in a position at present
to hear the cost of the -whole of the mainten-
ance in the areas now being served.

Hun. C. G. Latham: If the farmers in the
South-West cannot do it, they cannot do it
anywhere.

Mr. MeLARTY I do nuot think the Min-
ister intends to gather the whole of the
maintenance cost on over a million pouinds.
wvorth of drains.

The Minister for Works:. The farmers are
not charged interest and sinking funri on
the capital. They are rated only to main-
tamn the drains, and they will not pay that.

Mr. Me[(LARTY: If it is the Minister's
intention to collect sufficient money to keep
the whole of the drainage system in order,
the farmers will certainly suffer hardship
and inconvenience. The Minister knows per-
fectly well that a number of drains pass
through CrownL laLndsl and that for their pro-
vision extra money hs been spent. I do
not think the Minister would expiect the
farmers to maintain the drains that pass
through Crown lands.

The Premlier: If they did not, they would
gOet thle wauter on their own land.

Mr. McLART V: The Premier should bear
in mnind the indirect returni. Reference to
the indirect return causes the Premier to
smile, hut I shall mention it. Unquecstion-
ably the indirect return to the Government
as a result of these works is enormous. As
I have pointed out, these works have pro-
vided the most remunerative employment of
any public works that have been put in
hand. I think the Premier will agree with
that statement. Such works have been
sought for because they were remunerative.
These facts should lie borne in mind when
drainage rates are being struck in future.
I appeal to the Minister to keep the rates
down to the lowest possible level. The pre-
sent is not an opportune time to load the
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man on the land with additional taxes. I
presume that all the main drains will he
nationalised.

Mr. Fox: Are you advocating national-
isation?

Mr. MeLARTY: The farmer cannot be
expected to maintain main drains, and I
do not think the Minister would ask it of
him, but we would be wise to define what
are main drains. I wish the Minister would
introduce a f',rther amendment of the Act
to exclude town blocks. It is not fair that
a townaite should be included in the drain-
age area. So far as I know, town blocks
do not derive any benefit from drainage.
Road boards have a right to tax the town
bloats and the taxing of such areas should
be left to the local authorities.

The Premider: But for the drainage, some
of those town blocks would be inundated
and good for nothing.

Mr. MeLARTY: I agree that drainage
generally has benefited the towns, but the
actual taxing of town blocks for drainage
should be left to the local authorities.

I agree that the Minister should be em-
powered to Fix by by-law the commencing date
of the financial or rating year. The reason
he gave was sound. It is necessary that
the appeal committee should view the land
when the water is on it. It would be of
no use for the committee to view it, say,
in October. Regzarding appeals generally,
there is no doubt that a larger area will be
rated and there will probably be appeals.
The Draina-4e Appeal Committee at present
eon~ists of the H 'ydraulic Engineer, the
Engineer in charge of drainage in the'South-
West, the Irrigation Expert, and an account-
ant from the P,'blic Works Department, all
of them officers in the Minister's department.
Recently the Minister has acceded to a re-
quest frequently made to him by me that
the farmers in the various districts should
be given representation on the committee.
Now, when an appeal is made, a representa-
tive of the farmers in the district affected
sits on the appeal committee.

The position is that the men who carry
out the work and asse~s the value of the
work are those to whom the farmer has
to appeal if he is not satisfied with the
rate imposed upon him. Then, if the de-
cision goes against him, he can appeal to
a mazistrate. I suggest to the Minister that
he should further amend the Act regard-
ing the appeal, and should agree to the ap-
pointment of an arbitrator instead of n

magistrate. A magistrate has no practical
experience of benefits derived from land
draining. I have known of cases where the
magistrate has gone out to inspect the land,
but I should say that for such a purpose
the land should be inspected, and the bene-
fits derived from its drainage assessed by,
a man having knowledge of the subject.
True, the magistrate hears evidence; hut
the question is one for a practical man to
decide. Therefore it would be better to
have an arbitrator with practical knowledge
of drainage than to have a magistrate.

Another provision asked for by the
Minister-and one which I think he should
be given-is the exemption of minor works
from the lengthy and cumbersome procedure
prescribed by the Act before works of any
magnitude can be undertaken. The maxi-
mum amount for minor works, however,
should be specified. An engineer might de-
cide to go on a man's property and to
spend £1,000 on putting a drain through
the land, and in doing so he might cut the
land about considerably. The engineer
might contend that this was a minor work,
but in the mind of the farmer it would be
a major work. Therefore I suggest to the
Minister that the Bill should define what is
a minor work. I would recommend works
not acceding in cost £E400 in any one year.
I believe the Minister would he wise to
accept such an amendment, because I feel
sure that arguments will arise as to what
could be termed minor works on the one
hand and major works on the other. The
amendment would go a considerable way to
clarify the position and ensure sot
working of the measure.

Once again I express the hope the
Minister will not reach out with heavy taxa-
tion for maintenance rates, but that he will
be considerate to settlers in the drainage
areas. It is only now, really, that such
settlers are reaping the benefit of drainage;
and at present they are not in a position
to bear any further heavy taxation. I sup-
port the second reading of the Hill.

MR. WJTLIMOTT (Silssex) [-5.5: Hav-
ing read the Bill carefully, I believe it witll
affect areas within my electorate. IUn to the
n'-nsent. Sui~sev hns been ont~ide Dliv drain-
age area or drainage board, but Clause 3
rrovides-

1any dra or works has or have been con-
.-- ju-t-d. nafrtlr con~tructed or improved by tbe
Crowni whether before or after the commence-
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mnt of this Act in nny portion of the State
at a time when suec, portion of the State was
not comprised in a drainage district consti-
tuted under any Act repealed by this Act or
under this Act . . . any such drain or works
aforesaid shall, for all purposes of this Act,
be deemed to have been constructed under the
provisions of this Act....

Those words, in my opinion, wvould include
the Busselton district and the whole of the
Vasse Estuary area. My electors arc quite
aware that, as the Minister said when intro-
ducing the Bill, the existing drain in my
electorate drains all the flat plain country
betwveen the lills and the coast. Undoubt-
edly it has improved that country; but in
dioing so it has caused much hardship to
settlers right onl the coast, because before
the draining of tnit country those settlers
used to get the water soaking through from
the plain country. Now, howvever, all the
winter water is carried straight to the sea,
severe hardship thus being caused to the
settlers during tile summer months.

I am aware that the Minister is acquaint-
ed wvith the position regarding the Vasse
Estuary, as I have spoken with him many
times on that aspect. The drains were put
in when group settlement first started. The
country had to be drained because it Wasl
found, after the land had been repurchatsed
for group settlement, that it was too wet
during the winter months. For that reason
it had to be drained; and in draining it the
Government took the water straight out to
sea, whereas prior to this drainage the
wanter used to run down the \Tnsse River
into the Vasse Estuary, and remained there
for a longer period at a greater depth than
it does now. The drain having been carried
straight to the sea, very little water goes
into the Vasse Estuary. The Minister for
Works has frequently been requested to
put in boards where the flood gates stop the
salt water from coining into the Abba River
area, the effect of the boards being to hold
the fresh water back for a long period.

If the Bill passes, that work could pro-
bably be done as a minor work, as it will
east only a small amount. The engineers, I
believe, have stated that it would he a small
job which could be done at very low cost.
I know that all the settleis on the Vass
Estuary would welcome that work, but I
also know that all the settlem, bolth in the
drained area at the back and in the area on
the Vasse territory, are strongly opposed to
paying any drainage rates.

The Minister for Works: They always
arecI

Mr. WJLLMOTT: Their view is that
though drains may have had to be put in
after the land was taken for group settle-
mnent, they were indispensable if the
laud was to be made at all lproductiv.
Therefore I do not see that the settlers
should be required to pay any drainage
rates wvhatever. As I said here recently,
the settlers arc doing moderately wvell; but
that is no reason for casting further taxa-
tion upon them. They are only just begin-
lug to colle into their own. A great deal
of hardship wvould be caused] to them if fur-
ther rates were imposed on them nowv. I
really do not know whether I shall support
or oppose the second reading of the Bill. I
fully agree that all this drainage is needed,
but the settlers in my electorate also require
that the water should he held back for a
longer period in the early part of the sum-
mer. If that benefit is obtained there would
be something in the drainage scheme. I
trust that the Minister, when replying to. the
debate, will state what is the position; and]
then I shall be able to do what I consider
right on behalf of the settlers iii question.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.0]: 1 realise
that in respect to exceedingly large areas of
this State, drainage is the one hope of sal-
vation. Undoubtedly, enormous quantities
of water are lost each year, which means
there can be no prosperity or success in
those areas; there can only be great difli-
culty in tryinz to make a living. If the Gov-
erment would go even further than is now
intended, I am sure widespread prosperity
would prevail in the State. Time after time
Western Australia has been compared to
California; but it resembles California
only as regards climate. We have not
the opportunity here which exists in Cali-
fornia, to turn arid land into fertile,
smiling country. The more vigour the Gov-
ernment puts into this work, the more pros-
perous will the State become. There are
numerous gullies across which could be
thrown walls or weirs, whose absence at pre-
sent means that water runs to the sea and
is lost. I recall a tour that I made with the
C. J. de Garis Press party throughout the
Sunraysia districts, through Mvildura and
some of the Darling River country into South
Australia. We saw what great progress bad
been made there because of the realisation
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by Governments that water would turn ajid
country into arable land. In the old days,
Chaffey Bros. faced tremendous problems.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the lion. member
w-ill connect that with the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I am
surprised at your suggesting-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is noth-
ing to be surprised about. 1 want the lion.
member to connect his remarks with the
Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: This work should re-
ceive every encouragement from those who
have the future prosperity of the State at
heart. I wish the Government could see its
way to extend these drainage works further
north, so that water which at present is
wasted can be put to use. We should then
have a tremendous increase in output of
stone fruits and vine fruits, and our dried
fruit industry would be stimulated. The
time is not far distant when larger quart-
tities of those products will he required. 1
trust, therefore, that the Government wifl
proceed with this drainage wvork and extend
it even further than is at present intended.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Com ititee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the,
report adopted.

BILL-RIGHTS IN WATER AND IRRI-

GATION ACT AMENDMENT.

InI Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-FIRE BRIGADES ACT

AMENDMENT.

('enneil'st Amendment.

Aniendment jiiite by the Council
conisidered.

now

In Committee.

311. Marshall in the Chair; the Miii-
idter foi the North-West in charge of the
Bill.

The CHAIRM1AN: The amendment madec
by the Council is as follows-

Clause 2.-Add the following proviso to the
Clause:-

provided that for the purposes of this
s9ubsectionl the term '"Annual estimated
expenditure'" shall not include any moneys
expended or proposed to be expended in
relation to or arising from either directly
or indirectly wvar or warlike operations.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
AVEST: I do not propose to agree to the
aitiendiiieit beause it will hinder the opera-
tions of the board without achieving the
objective of the mover. Subsection 2 of
,Section 41 of the Act stipulates the source
from which the revenue of the Fire Brigades
Board is to be derived. If the amendment
is agreed to the board's operations will lie
restricted. It appears to me that should
Ilhe amendment lie p~assed and a fire occur
'iJ one of the big einiorins iii the city,a
meeting of the board would have to be called
to decide whether the fire was caused 1hr
sabotage, by a bomib from all aeroplane, or
by sonic other cause, before the brigade
could be sent to the scene of the outbreak.

I defy anybody to pla2ce a different inter-
pretation on the amendment. That may he
drawving a long bow, hut it is something that
could happen. Again, the onus is on thle
board itself to decide just what expenditure
it anticipates for the forthcoming 12 months.
The board beving composed of very sensible
men, I do not expect that it will propose to
spend huge sums of money. on unwarranted
machinery or devices for fire-fighting. Al-
ready there has been expenditure on extra
contrivances, pumping plant, etc., in antici-
pation of hostilities, but these facilities
were bought and paid for by the Civil
Defence Council under the Civil Dc-
ft.e (Emergency Powvers) Act, and not by
the board. The extra pumping plant was
handed over to tile F~ire Brigades Board as
custodians only. I cannot imagine the board
buying extra appliances from its revenue
when it knows the Civil Defence Council has
undertaken to do so. Furthermore, the Fed-
eral Government is assisting the Civil De.
fenice Council in the putrchase of equipment
for Ali.P. work, nod if amendments of this
type are included in our legislation Federal
co-operatioa will be discouraged.

If the board should happen to think it
n~ecessary to spend mloney on some fore-
shadowed event, all it would have to dto
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would be to suggest to the M1inister, through
its estimates, that £2.5,000 or £80,000 or
£C50,000, as the case might be, should be
spent on some particular implement deemed
to be necessary under normal conditions. No
Minister would refuse to agree with the
board if the board considered such a pur-
chose necessary. That is the only course
the board need take to defeat the object of
this amendment.

Sitting stispeueied from 6.15 to 7.30 pa.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I had nearly concluded my re-
marks at the adjournment. I was saying
that I could see no virtue in this particular
amendment. I fear it will result in much
hindrance in the general administration of
the Fire Brigades Board. In view of the
reasons I have already advanced, I move-

That the anmendient be not agreed to.

Mr. CROSS: If this amendment is ac-
cepted, the Fire Brigades Board-

Hon. C. G. Latham: We were going to
accept it, and now you p~rcvent us.

Mr. CROSS: -could not spend anything
at all because it says that the annual esti-
mnated expendliture shall not include any
mnoneys expended or proposed to be ex-
pended in relation to or arising from, either
directly or indirectly, war or warlike opera-
tions. If a bombing raid took place in a week
or two's time, it would be a warlike opera-
tion. The London Fire Brigade has put out
over 20,000 fires resulting from the war.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: If we had one, it
would 20,001.

Mr. CROSS: The additional expense is
met by the Government. Our Fire Brigades
Board would be prevented from spending
anything if this amendment were ineorpor.
Ated.

Mr. McDONALD: I did not know what
attitude the Minister would] take on this
amendment. We await the Minister's view
on these messages from the Legislative
Council, before expressing ours when the
message comes before the Conmuittee for
consideration. I do not like the wording
of this amendment. It is too wide. I infer
the intention is that if large expenditure
is incurred, or is to be incurred by the Firt
Brigades Board for additional fire-fighting
appliances and additional fire precautions,
which expenditure is entirely due to the
threat of war, then it should be a matter

for the general public, or the metropolitan
area, and not for the insurance companies
or the State Government, or the local
authorities. After all, the main expenditure
in the way of precautions against hostile
action, which the Fire Brigades, Board might
undertake, would be in the metropolitan
area. Two-ninths of that expenditure would
be met by a levy on all the local authorities
throughout the State. The result would be
that the local authorities at Northara, Merre-
din, or Wiluna, would be called upon to
meet a share of the expenditure for special
precautions undertaken by the Fire Brigades
Board to deal principally with a possible
danger from warlike act ion in the metro-
politan area.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: Northam itself might
be involved 0o2 account of the military camp
there.

Mr. M1cDONALD:- That is so. This is a
matter for the Commonwealth as part of the
warI expenditure, or roir expenditure by the
state, it is outside the ,,cope of the inten-
tior of the Act.

The Minister for Mines.: The Civil Defence
Council, through the Commonwealth Minis-
try, has already ordered equipment, to the
extent of about £500,000.

Mr. McDONALD: Largely with Common-
wealth funds, the Civil Defence Council is
providing for the necessary equipment to
guard against hostile actiou. That endorses
the principle I have mentioned. That i.,
the opposite LO placing this expenditure on
the local authorities, or on the insurancev
companies. It does not matter to the in-
surance companies because, by endorsements
on their policies, they are not liable for fire
caused by euemy action. That step has had
to be taken by insurance companies all over
the world, because the possible amount to re-
imnburse peop~le for the losses sustained
through enemy13 action would be so great that
they could not accept the liablity under the
prese'nt preliunis. In England, through the
Government, a certain premium is levied on
property, which is paid into a fund and
goes towards indemnifying people who suf-
fer through hostile action. That again cm-
phasises. the principle I mentioned, that it
is a matter for the State. In England it is
a matter for the whole people; in Australia
for the Commonwealth or the States. I can
understand the Legislative Council drawing
the distinction between the normal expendi-
ture met, or taken into account in the pre-
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imuc charged by insurance companies in
normal times, and the abnormal expenditure
due to hostile action for which no provision
i made in insurance premiums.

'The Bill seeks to impose upon insurance
companies .35 per cent. of the expenditure
undertaken by the fire brigades on account
of war conditions, for which no limit is pro-
vide~d. The Minister has pointed out that
the expenditure might not be great should
the Conmmonwealth Government consider
that the expense should he borne by the
conmnunity its a whole. On the other hand,
the Fire Brigades Board might claim that
what had been, done by the Civil Defence
Council or with the expenditure of Corn-
muonwealth funds was not sufficient, and
might emnbark upon extensive additional
precautions which would be paid for from
its ordinary funds and a large proportion
of that expenditure would have to be borne
'by the insurance companies.

The Premier: But you must remember
that the board's estimates have to be ap-
proved by the Minister before such expen-
diture could be incurred.

Mr. McDONALD: I agree, bigt what
would the Minister say? If the Fire Bri-
gades Board declared it was essential to
spend a further £100,000 in the metropoli-
tan area failing which the lives of the
citizens ond property worth a large figure
would be in grave danger, would not the
Minister decline to accept the responsibility
of ignoring such a recommendation? If
that course of action were followed by the
board, the insurance companies would have
to shoulder increased contributions for
which they had made no provision in their
peace-time premiums, and a proportion
would have to be met by the local autho-
rities without any previous provision bav-
ing been made.

lion. C. fl. Latham: And new policies
would carry added premiums.

Mr. McDONALD: If the companies had
to undertake additional expenditure they
wonld prol~ably' increase their premiums.

The Ministry for the North-WMest: Why
should they? Increased premiums have not
been levied in South Aiustralia.

Mr. Mel)OXALD: I do not know what is
done in that State, but I know that the in-
snranee companies here are required to
pay the hiehest contribution levied in any
of the States of Australia except South
Australia, where the rates fixed in the de-

pression period have been maintained ever
since. I urge the Minister not to dismiss
the Council's amendment lightly for there
is .something in the contention advanced.
With revised wording, the amendment
should be regarded as reasonable.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Very seldom do I find
myself in agreement with an amendment
made by the Council to an Assembly Bill.
I agree with the Council in this instance.
1 am not concerned about the insurance
companies, but I am regarding the position
of local authorities. When another mea-
sure dealing with civil defence was con-
sidered, I was successful in securing an
amendment freeing, to a certain extent,
local authorities from bearing part of the
cost of air raid precautions or other work
associated with the defence of this part of
the Commonwealth. To be consistent I
must support the Council's amendment
nowv. I regard any expenditure occa-
sioned by the war or for the defence of the
Commonwealth as an obligation of the
Federal Government and I do not regard
such expenditure as the responsibility of
the State Government or of local authorities.
No one can deny the fact that the respon-
silbility for the defence of Australia rests
entirely with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Hon,. C. G0. LATHAM: Like the member
for Perth, I have always contended that
expenditure of the type under discussion is
no responsibility of the local authorities.
War does not affect us individually but
collectively. Any expenditure involved
should be on a collective basis. I loathe
unloading expenditure on to the Common-
wealth.

The Premier: Defence is really a Comn-
nmonwealth matter.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: From one point of
view, I suppose this may he regarded as
a defence matter.

The Premier: It would arise from war
conditions.

lion. C. G. IjATHAM: I have previously
pointed out the centres; along the coast that
might be confronted with heavy expendi-
ture in thi' event of enemyv action. Local
authorities will be involved in extra ex-
penditure, and, in the event of any such
enemy action the insurance companieg will
be involved in expense, which will mean
increased premiums. Insurance policies
have a currency of only one year.
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.Mr. Cross:- Some of them could stand
reducing.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The premiums are
calculated aetuarily to provide a profit.

Mr. Cross: There are two different rates
operating in Perth now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We have been
fortunate in not having serious -frcs, but we
have only to get a big outbreak in some
part and the companies' liabilities would be
very heavy.

Mr. Cross: The companies split the risks.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I am aware of

that, but the premiums are fairly low.
Mr. Cross: There are two rates in Perth.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Yes, one for brick

buildings and one for wooden buildings,
Mr. Cross: There are two rates for brick

buildings.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: There might also

be two rates far wooden buildings; the pre-
miums depend upon water facilities and
other considerations. This provision may
mean nothing in the long run. The fire bri-
gades are controlled by the Minister, and if
he thought expenditure was justified in the
interests of the people, the money would be
found somewhere. He would not be one to
load on to a few people a liability that
should be borne by all. If the people liv-
ing on the coast are exposed to war risks1
residents in other parts of the State should
make a contribution because the defence of
the whole of the State would be involved.
If we could get the Commonwealth to hear
the liability, well and good, but if not, it
should be borne by the State.

H1on. N. KEENAN: The mover of the
anmtadmoat in another place suggested that
the problem of finding the money should be
left open, but he referred to the experience
in England where a considerable amount of
damage has been done by bombing. On the
outbreak of war, steps were taken to nat-
jonalise the whole of the insurance risk in
England, because otherwise it would have
been impossible to conduct operations to
extinguish fires. There were different bri-
gades with different appliances within a few
miles of each other, and they could not pos-
sibly b- brought together to combat an
outbreak of fire. Every owner of property
was compelled by law to insure to the full
insurahie value of his premises in order to
create a fund, and then the Government
took the risk and compensated the owners
of premises destroyed by enemy action.

The insurance companies would ilot be.
liable for damage to the value of a single
penny if cansed by enemy action. The posi-
tion is certainly complicated and cannot ho
solved by the acceptance or rejection of the.
Council's amendment. The solution would
be to compel all owners of property to in-.
sure, and use the fund so created as a guar-
antee against war risks. There is no fund
in existence in this State for the compensa-
tion of any person for damage arising from
enemy action. If the fire brigades acquired
a lot of plant to deal with possible out-
breaks caused by bombing, those who had
insured against the ordinary risk of fire
would not be covered. Those who were
thrifty and wise end desirous of protecting
their property would be exposed to loss,
end those who had not insured would pos-
sibly make some gain. I appeal to the Min-
ister to consider the whole matter. We can-
not shut our eyes to possible developments.
Tt is not only possible but even probable
that Perth will be bombed, and we should'
take precautionary measures at once. The
only way to do that is to adopt the English
scheme. The Minister should consider the
whole matter of dealing with an cmo-rgency-
that may be upon us, God knows when.

The Premier: That is an entirely differ-
cat proposition.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Of course it is, but
we must face it.

The Premier: The two questions could be-
tedded separately.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The system of insur-
ance under which we are working, will have-
to go by the board.

Mr. Raphael: The insurance companies,
have been coillecting premiums for many
years, and arc now going to get out of their
liabilities.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Some responsible-
officers in the United States of America,
according- to Press reports, have fixed the-
.15th of this month ais the nerliia date.
At that date there will be, they expect, a de-
claration, made by a power, that will involve
us in the risk not perhaps of invasion but
certailnly of bombing.

The Premier: That aspect should not he-
tackled on a Bill of this kind.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the member-
for Nedlands is hardly in order.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I want the Minister
to contemplate the laying aside of the Bill
and the addressing of himself and his die-
partment to an emergency that may arise
on any day.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: The Com-
muittee need not worry in connection with
this Bill whether the Fire Brigades Board
will incur heavy expenditure on account of
a possible wvar position. At the last A.R.P.
conference this aspect was thoroughly dis-
cussed, fire fighting being on the priority hist
because it was appreciated that one of the
great dangers from a raid would he d1amage
by fire. Therefore the conference decided
on the need for standardised fire-fighting
machinery, so that it could be readily' trans-
ferred from one State to another. A con-
ference of fire chiefs of the States, with two
expert advisers, sat for three dlays and ar-
rived at a standardisation which the Coin-
nionwealth accepted. The proposition of the
member for Nedlands is that the entry of a
new power into the war uuust In' takten into
consideration. The necessary fire fighting
appliances have already been ordered front
America, and will he paid for by the Com-
monwealth and the States. We already' have,
a very fine fire-fighting engine, and we be-
lieve that we shall get two or three more.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: There is nothing new in the argu1-
ments put forward b3- members opposing
the motion. Evidently they did not listen
closely to what I said before the tea adjourn-
nent. I went to some trouble to point out

that the necessary additionail mintery was;
already in the custody of the Fire Brigades
Board, which, however, had not purchased
it. I stated the personniel of the hoard.
Some members seem to fear that the hoard
might propose some very heavy expenditure,
and that I would agree to it.

lion. C. G. Lathamn: If it was eecessar.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: The Fire Brigades Hoard consists
of representatives of local governinlg bodies,
fire insurance companies, and] the Govern-
inent. Can mnembers imagcine such at board
asking me to atgree to the expenditure ot'
4:100,000 for this ipurpose when the lboards
members represent the people who %%ould
have to find the mioney? Additional P~re-
ighting machinery has been purchased and
handed over to the Fire Brigades Board

without its costing the board] one penny
The amendment should not be agreed to.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister now
claims that alter all this proposal is quite
harmless and that there is no ,need for us to
worry about it. If such is the case, I do
not mind the redundancy of the Bill. How-
ever, the -Minister went on to say that if the
people represented on the board had to
meet the expenditure, they would not doa
certain things. If there was a necessity for
something , the board would find the money
from some source or other.

The Minister for the North-Wesit: Why
have they not done it?

Hon. C. 01. LATHAM: Because there has
been no need to do it as yet. Should the
necessity arise the Treasurer, I dare say,
would be prepared to make the board an
advance. The board would not deliberately
borrow money merely in order to expend it.
A week ago I thought there was a possibility'
that we might find something happening
here. At the moment Western Australia is
much more vulnerable than are the Eastern
States, because it is closer to a certain
power. The Minister's argument that the
board would expend money unnecessarily is
weak. The amendment would inspire greater
confidence in property owners, as it would
show them that the State is prepared to
stand behind them. If this State is bombed,
in my opinion two of the most vulnerable
spots would be Geraldton and Northam. Be-
cause there is a large mnilitairy camp at Nor-
thamn, that town would probably he bombed
first.

The Minister for the North-West: Would
the amendment prevent that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No; but it would
show the people at Northam that they at
least would not be called upon to meet all
the expense.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

A c-ommiittee conisistiiig of Mr. Cross, M.%r.
Mcl~onald, and thme Minister for the North-
We4 drew up reasons for not agr-eeing to
the Council's amendment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th November; -.%r.
Withers in the Chair.

Vote--Labour, £1,600 (partly considered).

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.23]:
There is only one aspect of the Minister's
administration on which I desire to make
one or two observations. I wish to refer to
the operation on the goldields of the var-
ions Acts with which he is concerned. On
several occasions I have mentioned in this
House that although our shelves arc chocked
with laws, there does not seem to be any
desire on the part of the AdministratLion
to ensure that they are effectively enforced.
That applies more acutely to the golddields
than anywhere else. There are compensa-
tion laws, price-fixing laws and laws relat-
ing to shops and factories and all of those
laws are given very close attention in and
around the metropolitan area; but I regret
that only infrequently are visits made to the
goldfields area by departmental officers con-
cerned in the enforcement of those parti-
cular laws.

For many years, since the revival in the
mining industry, overtures have been made
to the Minister for the appointment of -some
speCcial officer to see that those laws are, as
far as is humanly possible, enforced on the
goldfields. Although assurances and pro-
mises have been given, appointments have
not yet been made. I know that the Minis-
ter may have experienced difficulty in ob-
taining suitable officers for this particular
wvork on the goldfHeld;, but I assure him that
the time is long overdue for such appoint-
ments to be made. After careful considera-
tion and investigation he should by this time
have been able to find men suitable for the
job, thus giving the people on the goldfields
a sense of security in regard to the admin-
istration of the laws to which T have re-
ferred.

The Minister for Labour: The Govern-
ment recently decided to appoint an officer
and is in proc-ess of appointing one now.

Mfr. MARSHALL: I have had cor-
respondence to that effect from the Minister,
but many months have elapsed since that
information came into my possession.

The Minister for Labour: That decision
was made recently.

[621

M1r. MARSHALL: I am delighted tio
know that is so, as the people on the gold-
fields are becoming agitated because of the
deplorable position. Many men are em-
ployed in and around the goldfields and
there is no compulsory cover for them.

The Minister for Labour: There have
recently been prosecutions.

M1r. MARSHALL: That indicates that
what I say is correct and that, so far as
our shops and factories are concerned, there
is little or no control. I admit that we
have periodical visits from some officer of
the department, but that is not good enough
because the people of the Murehison realise
that wheni an officer 'visits the district they
must do the best they can with him while
he is there, since they are not likely to see
any more of him for a considerable time.
That does not satisfy them. So far they
have been extremely tolerant. I suggest to
the Mfinister that he use some discretion
in his choice of this officer. I favour the
appointment of a man with practical ex-
perience because it has to be realised that
in placs where great distances must be
travelled and where the interests are at con-
siderable variance, so to speak, with interests
in the metropolitan area, only a man -with
practical experience can be successful.

Men with theoretical knowledge are no
doubt good for the city area, because they
can solicit advice from other officers and
provision is made for then to secure infor-
mation enabling them to carry out their
duties fairly thoroughly and efficiently. That
could not be done on the goldfields where
such officers would be far removed from
those particular sources of advice and infor-
mation, and I suggest that an experienced
man-if he had the theoretical knowledge, so
much the better-would be the right type of
individual to choose for this task. If the
Minister cannot secure a practical man who
has passed the necessary examinations in
shops and factories administration, I
suggest that hie give consideration to
the appointment of an officer as an
industrial inspector, an officer with a
knowledge of the industrial Acts. He
need not bother about the factories be-
cause we could have periodical visits, as we
do now, from a man competent in that par-
ticular line of inspection. What we really
dles-ire is a maa thoroughly experienced in
industrial laws and their administration as
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well as being theoretically trained. A prac-
tical knowledge is, however, more important
than a theoretical knowledge.

The Minister for Labour: You need a
capable man for price-fixing control, too, I
think.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Minister to
understand that if he proposes to select an
officer with a theoretical knowledge and
equipped wvith a practical knowledge as well,
he will find his task particularly difficult
without cudeavouring to find a man upon
whom he can impose the additional obliga-
tion of price-fixing. If the position on the
goldfields was that we had been getting con-
stant care and control, and administration
of these laws up to now, it would not be so
bad. Everything would be all right to that
extent.. The additional obligation of con-
trolling and enforcing the price-fixing laws
would he somewhat incidental to the officer's
existing activities. But if a new man is to
be appointed to administer all these other
laws as well as price-fixing, he will have a
v-ery busy time for a period at least. The
ap~pointment is left to the Minister, and I
make the suggestion for what it is worth. He
should not he over-enthusiastic about the
beads of his department-

'.%r. Raphael: Hear, boar!
Mr. MNARSHALL: -although I agreb

that he must take their advice to a large
extent. Whoever is appointed to this posi-
tion will not have tram facilities, nor is his
scope of travelling limited to what it is ia
the metropolitan area. The distance from
Leonora to Wiluna is 190 miles, from
Wiluna to 'Meekatharra 115 miles, from
there to Cue 80 miles, from Cue to Reedy's
36 miles and from there to Big Bell 18
miles, to Mft. 'Magnet 45 miles, and 90 miles
from Ut. Ma1fgnet to Youanmi. Those dis-
tances make it practically hopeless for this
officer to give effective service if he is not
well equipped. Courts in these centres sit
about once a month. An officer may arrange
to prosecute in Wiluna, and it would not be
economical for him to remain in that town
uintil the day of the court proceedings. It
would be far more economical for him to
go on to one of the other towns and then re-
turn, if a lengthy period was to elapse be-
tween the issuing of the summons and the
hearing of the case.

I Avant the Minister to watch this matter
losely because, if he appoints; an officer who

will be wasting a lot of his time travelling.

he will not give the efficient and satisfactory
service that we desire. This officer will be
put to much greater expense than officers
operating in closer proximity to the metro-
politan area would be. These features must
be given consideration. I understand that
some of these officers receive between £6 and
£7 a week. The lowest paid man on the
mines gets that much-the boy. From tha~t
fact can be ganged the cost of living in these
places. It is not fair to ask an experienced
man to carry all this authority, do his job
eanscientiously and remain honest and just
towards his employers, if he is not suffi-
ciently rewarded.

'Mr. Sampson: You do not reward men to
keep them honest.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister will need
to keep close watch on his departmental
heads who will try all they can to eut down
expenses. We have waited a long time on
the 'Murchison for this appointment, and
have been very tolerant. MuIch injustice
has been experienced by thousands of work-
ers over a period of years in regard to lack
of administration of these laws and their
correct enforcement. Now that the Minister
has assured me that an appointment will be
made I hope he will give consideration to
the points I have raised, and accept them as
being logical and sane. We do not want a
man appointed who, in the circumstances,
will find himself in the unenviable position
of not being able to give effective service
when appointed. With 'these few obser-
vations I am prepared to support the vote.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [8.35]: I list-
ened with a good measure of interest the
other night to the Minister for Labour
introducing the Estimates, but at the
same time with a feeling at the back
of my mind that there was much to
be done in the department over which he
has control, much of which, I doubt if any-
one could do at present, however eager he
might be, and however capable. I do not
suggest for one moment that the Minister
does not wish to do everything possible.
I think, had it not been for the war and
the considerable amount of industrial
development that has taken place as a direct
result of it, he would have found his en-
deavours to develop secondary industries in
Western Australia not so successful as they
have been. I wonder, when the war is over-
it may be soon or it may be long, and we
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all hope the former--how the 'Minister will
find these factories and workshops, to which
he made reference, faring.

He referred, for example, to the small
arms factory to be opened a.t Weislipool.
He expressed the hope, hut did not appear
to be able to go any f urther, that when
peace was restored, some use would be found
for that factory. It is hard for me to
understand or prophesy a use which could
ho made, during a long period of peace, of
a factory of that nature, which has been
erected for the employment of 1,500 men.
Our own population in Western Australia,
even supposing it doubles, which is a mostl
unlikely contingency for some years to come
at any rate, will find it difficult to absorb
the output of such a factory, even if we
admit, for the moment, that it is compara-
tively easy, which I doubt, to turn from
swords to ploughshares; or from warlike to
peseetilc operations.

Mr. Warner: From bayonets to tooth-
picks 1

Mr. WATTS: Something like that. We
shall find that our factories, opened and
carried on as a direct result of the war, wvill
have to receive more support than it is pos-
sible for the people of our State to give, if
they arc to continue on this substantial
scale. We must face the position that there
has heen equally great, or much greater,
development in the Eastern States of Aus-
tralia. Manyv of their factories wvill be in
the same position. They will want to turn
from swords to ploughshares. 'We will face
the very keenest competition. We did not
find it easy prior to the war, and in face
of the competition after the war I doubt if
we will find it easy to sell our goods in the
markets of the Easitern States; nor am I
optimistic after the expiration of the war,'
beyond a year or two, of our ability to dis-
pose of the products of these factories in
the older countries of the world. We may
be able to do so for a time. There has been
so much chaos and destruction in these old
countries that undoubtedly their output and
manufacturing ability 'il1 for a few years
be considerably restraired. It is a fair as-
sumption that they will do their utmost to
restore their indus tries, both to the state of
efficiency and output that they were in be-
fore the war, and possibly try to increase
them in order to return some measure of
prosperity to their people.

I do not know that our industrial develop-
ment, much as I would like to see it and
much as .I desire to encourage the Minister
in his efforts regarding that phase, will be
Able, at least insofar as that portion is eon-
corned that arises directly from the war, to
carry on in peace time in the manner in
which, -while the M1inister did not directly
say it would, lie expressed the hope-if he
(lid not even go further than that-would
he the experience. I do not think we should
lose sight of the distinct possibility of the
result to which I refer, and we should not
give the people reason to believe that
these various industries, to which the Mini.;-
icr referred, having teen started during thu'
war and as a result of the war-in many
instances having been established for war
purposes-art' likely, without question, to
continue operations afterwards. I hope
Ihe position will prove to be better than the
MliniFter thinks, it will, and I certainly hope
it. will he better than I imagine it will pos-
sibly be. It is wvise, I contend, not always
to exp~ect the best hut to he prepared for
disappointment, in which event, should suc-
cess not be achieved, the disappointment will
not be nearly so intense as it would be if no
consideration had previously been given to
that possibility.

The Minister made some reference to the
Wlorts of his department towards the pre-
servation of industrial peace. Hero again
I am not going to deny the efforts that have
undoubtedly been made by him, his officers
and others associated with the department,
and which have been so successful, I admit,
in preserving industrial peace in Weston.,
Australia. I am, however, more inclined to
compliment thme workers and employers of
the State. I venture the suggestion that
there is in no other part of the British Em-
pire any mq$re law-abiding collection off
workers and employers than are to be found
ii-. Western Australia. I doubt if there is
elsewhere any greater co-operation between
worker and employer than is apparent in
Western Australia-neither in any -part of
eastern Australia or elsewhere. It is dis-
tinctly something upon which both sections
of our industrial community may be om-
plimented-. It is something 'which will in
future-if it has not already, as I am As-
surca it has-re-act quite favourably re-
specting the possibility of industrial devel-
opment in Westernj Australia, particularly
if that state of affairs continues and may be
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~,ontrasted, as it is. at present, with the be-
haviour of similar people in other parts of
Australia. If that should be the position,

ai 'may serve to overcome to some extent the
difficulties that will exist in respect of at-
tempts to retain, when the war ceases, indus-
tries which have already been started.

If there is anything that will induce people
to continue their industrial efforts in West-
ern Australia it will be, I suppose, the fact
that they are likely here to enjoy a substan-
tiali measure of industrial peace. It hus, of
course, to be recognised that the legislation
in force in this State for the preservation of
industrial peace, is not only good legislation
but is well administered, and particularly is
that so, I think, in respect of the work of
the Arbitration Court itself. In other parts
of the Commonwealth, however, legislation
of the same type has been enacted and is
based on exactly the same principles as is
our legislation. Nevertheless, we find that
elsewhere it does not work. I cannot believe
it is to be attributed altogether to the Arbi-
tration Court that the legislation works so
much better here, nor yet is that credit to
be laid at the doors of the Minister and his
officers. I am of opinion that the reason is
that the people of Western Australia, taking
them by and large, are as good a class, taken
collectively, as we are likely to find any-
where else in the world in these times.

Mr. Needhamn: There is another reason for
industrial peace here.

Mr. WATTS: The hon. member can in-
form the Committee upon that later on. The
two reasons I have advanced are those that
I know of, and they are satisfactory to me.

Mr. Fox: We are getting quite respectable
in Western Australia!

Mir. WATTS: The Minister also made re-
fem-enco to workers' compensation insurance
and the fact that he was now able, on ac-
coun~t of the approval accorded the State
Government Insurance Office consequent up-
on the passage of legislation by this Parlia-
nient, to prosecute those employers who had
failed to insure their workers in respect of
injuries they might suffer in the course of
their employment. The Minister did not
tell the Committee that the very fact that he
has had to launich p~rosecumtionls is an inldi-
cation that there are workers who are not
covered by the necessary policies. While
he may have prosecuted 15 employers-I
think that was the number he mentioned-
I venture to suggest that there may be 150

or even 1,500 individuals who clould be pro-
secuted if the facts were fully known. It
has always seemed to me necessary to foru-
late some system of insuring the workers
under the WVorkers' Compensation Act that
did not involve the risk of there being, at
any given moment, some wvorker seriously
injured or killed in the course of his employ-
mient and] who was not covered under that
Act, because his employer bad failed to
carry out his obligations under the law and
the Minister and his officers had not been
acquainted with the fact at the time of the
occurrene.

That brings me to an argument I have
had on more than one occasion with the
Minister for Labour, and up to the present
I have not succeeded in securing fromn him
a satisfactory answer. So I propose this
evening again to put to him the same ques-
tion, and I shall inform the Committee as to
my reason. This is the fourth or fifth time
that I have directed the attention of the
Minister to the matter. The question I put
to him is this: When does the Minister pro-
pose to carry out the recommendations of
the select committee, of which he was chair-
man, which was appointed by this House
and which sat in 1937'? After concluding
its inquiries the select committee made the
following unanimous recommendation which
appears in paragraph 10 of its report:-

Your connmittee believes that the compulsory
provisions of the Workers' Compensation Act,
and particularly the provisions of the Third
Schedule thereto, support the theory that the
relief of injured workers and workers whose
health has been undermined by their employ-
meat, is in the nature of a social service and
should not be regarded as a business proposi-
tion in the usual meaning of the term. A
careful perusal of the report of evidence taken
by your committee will provide many instances
where witnesses have supported this view. Some
intiresting proposals were made by certain
witnesses, which require much mnore careful and
expert eonsideration than can be given by thme
meinilers of your committee.

For thme bienefit of the employer and the
worker, the lowest cost collected in the easiest
manner ig very desirable where cover in respect
of accidents aris'ing nt of or in the course of
emnployme'nt i4 neceary. If compulsory third-
party ia~uraj3,e (vehicular accidents) is pro-
vilid for at any tie, similar remarks would
apply' . Your committee therefore feels that a
Royal Commission, haring mt least one actuary
as a member, should be appointed to make the
most careful investigation into the whole mat-
ter, including the suggestions put before your
committee in evidence and also what is taking
place elsewhere, and to roll-mt data and report
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fully as to the possibility of a workable scheme
so that Parliament may give consideration to
the matter. Your conmmittee desires to record
its appreciation of the services given by Mr.
X. L. Wilson, of the State Insurance Office,
who acted as secretary to the committee. A. R.
Gi. Hlawkce, chairman, 7th October, 1937.

One particular item of evidence which
helped the select committee, of which I was
a member, to bring forward that unanimous
recommendation was given by Mr. John
Thomson, who was then general manager of
Westralian Farmners Ltd., and who was called
in his capacity of manager of its insurance
department. In the course of his evidence,
referring to unemployment and workers'
compensation insurance, he said-

Nonte is scientific, and there seems to be need
.for an attempt to place these services on a
scientific, basis. It has been found that the
cost is extremely heavy, and my contention is
that it is foolish to use fnr that purpose insur-
ance machinery which, in itself, adds to the
cost so materially. Perhaps I might instance
what I have in mind.

In workers' compensation insurance, apart
from the cost of securing the business in the
first place, there is a lot of detail work in put-
ting up proposals, checking the proposals, issu-
ing policies, collecting cheques and issuing re-
ceipts. This, in my opinion, is entirely unneces-
sary. If it were run as a fund and the insur-
ances collected in the same manner as hospital
tax and financial emergency tax, which are
based on the wages paid, and the tax was paid
by the employer omi behalf of the worker when
the wages were paid, you would have the whole
of the data necessary for running the depart-
ment. The mere payment would give the actu-
atry the information he required as to the -wages
for which he had to provide protection, and
the cost would he negligible.

It would be easily policed. If an employer
failed to make the payments and an accident
occurred to an employee, it would be disclosed,
and a heavy flue would soon force other em-
ployers to ensure that they paid the tax, as
it might be termed, required in the circum-
stances, I think the cost of such a scheme
would he infinitely less than the cost of trying
to run it as an insurance scheme.

It might be held that the Government would
le taking undue risk;, but I do not agree with
that, because if the risk appeared to be too
great for the fund, the Government could call
for tenders from underwriters prepared to
undertake. such proportion of the risk as the
Government was unwilling to retain.

Then the witness proceeded to deal with
third-party insuronce of motor cars, on which
I will not touch. That was the evidence
which was tendered by Mr. John Thomson,
and was substantially responsible for the.
recommendation of the committee that a
Royal Commission should be appointed to in-

quire into this matter on the ground that
workers' compensation insurance, being of a
cornpulsory nature, was a social insurance
which should be dealt -with in seone other
manner.

Mr. Needham: Did you expect that report
to be adopted by the department?

Mr. WATTS: I did not expect it to be
adopted, but I did expect that the Minister,
having subscribed to the recommendation
of the select committee, would have a Royal
Commission appointed in accordance with
the recommendation. From many aspects it
is desirable that we should find some better
system of covering workers under the
workers' compensation laws than we have at
the present time, some systisu which will
ensure, if it can be done, that every worker
is covered-and this I think is the virtue of
Mr. Thomson's suggestion-irrespective of
-whether the employer has paid the tax or
premium or not, which is not the position'
at present.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: And irrespective of
how much the worker earns?

Mr. WATTS: No, it would be based on
what he earns. Mr. Thomson stated in his
evidence that the employer should pay an
amount based on what the employee
earried. I am not saying that such a sys-
tem. could be worked, but I suggest that
the idea is well worthy of consideration.
It was not only to me that the suggestion
appeared to be worthy of consideration;
otherwise the select committee would not
have adopted the recommendation. The
matter needs to be properly investigated
so that we might determine whether' such
a system would be, satisfactory or not.

But four years have passed since that
reconmnendation was made. For two years
there was no means of even enforcing the
compulsory provisions of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, because there was no ap-
proved insurance company, hut for two
years there has been an approved office
and prosecutions have taken place. Even
those prosecutions do not evidence that
every worker is covered and that there is
not going to be a ease tomorrow or the
next (lay of some worker being sadly in-
jxured in the course of his employment, only
to find that he is not covered by a policy
of insurance and that his employer is a
man of straw. It is high time that a period
was put to this 6tate of affairs, if that is
possible, and the only way I can suggest-I
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repeat that this is not my suggestion-is
the one mentioned in the recommendation,
or something like it, to which the Minister
for approximately four years; has, so far as
I know-and I have asked him two or three
timies-refrained iroin giving any at tentLion
at all.

The only other matter I propose to refer
to this evening is the need, it possible,
for bringing about somne development of
secondary industry in the country areas of
Western Australia. Unfortunately we all
sent to be0 attacked-at least those in re-
sponsible positions-by the desire of cen-
tralisation, which I feel sure should be dis-
couraged as far as possible. The Minister,
in the course of his remarks, said hie fancied
Northamn as the place for a factory where
linseed could be processed into linseed oil
and similar products. He then thought
Spencers Brook would he a suitable place,
and then he said he had York and Beverley
in mind. After that, for reasons which he
did not give, be, said that the factory was
to 1)0 established in the metropolitan area.
Surely if we are to do anything with
secondary industries of any kind in the
areas outside the metropolitan area, sub-
stantially they can only be those which
are associated with the primary production
of the State.

We should be told by the 'Minister what
were the real reasons-if there were any-
why this factory for the processing of lin-
seed was not placed in one of those four
areas to which he made reference. Why
should it be brought to the metropolitan
area I Why should we transport the pro-
duction of 2,000 acres to the metropolitan
area before it can be processed? Why
'would it not be equally satisfatory-I
hope he will give us this information-to
process, it in the country and rail the
finished product to some other point of dis-
tribution? Then. are, country districts
where, if it were practicable for the people
to assist in the development of secondary
industries in sonmc smnall way, they would
bie only too enthusiastic and would offer
their assistance bo0th financially, if they
have the money, aind in any other way
possible.

So far as I can gather, there has been nne
co-ordinated effort to indicate Io thein whe-
ther there are any small industries which can
be developed. These industries, I suppose,
must arise more or less directly from the

primary production of one kind or another
which takes place in the areas I have indi-
cated; but the people of the districts have
not up to the present, as I say, had any
co-ordinated effort made to assist them in
considering these thing;, or to indicate to
them what they might do as regards devel-
oping even in some small -way the State it-
self and more particularly the rural areas in
which they reside. We cannot, 1 submit,
visualise in the future a State which is go-
ing to be more ill-balanced from the aspect
of population than our State is today. We
have at piresent I think, some 48 per cent
of our population within a radius of 15
miles from the centre of the city of Perth.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: Forty-six per cent.
'Mr. WATTS: And 46 per cent, is quite

bad enough. A couple of months ago I saw
it stated that the population of the State
had decreased by about 3,000 and that the
population of the metropolitan area had in-
creased by about 800. Therefore it is fairly
obvious that the population of the country
areas had decreased by 3,800. I admit, of
course, that part of the decrease was due to
the removal from country districts of men
who have gone into the various forces of
the Crown; but unfortunately it is not very
encouraging to the country people, and not
a state of affairs which we can regard with
satisfaction. It is one that should have the
brake put on it by every means in our
power; and to me it seems essential that
some effort should be made to let the folk
in the country know that more interest is
being- displayed in such development as can
take place in their districts. Tt is not going
to be a case, I trust, that because there might
be some reason, or some difficulty which
may he overcome, industries directly re-
lated to the primary production of their
districts must be brought to the metropol-
itan area-some difficulty or some reason
that has not been explained.

The 'Minister for Labour: The hoil. mem-
ber knows that one person living in the
country is wvorth six living in the metro-
politan area!

Mr. WATTS: That is poor consolation.
The Minister should go into the question of
appointing a sub-committee of the industries
committee already constituted, or preferably
a committee of the House, to try to formu-
late some scheme whereby there can be some
small-scale development of a desirable type
in the country areas of Western Australia.
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If he will do that, he will not Hind himself
in any argument with me. I shall he only
too pleased to co-operate with him as far as
possible in that direction, but I do not sup-
pose he would find that a great deal could
be done. I acknowledge the limitations of
many parts of the country districts in that
direction, but theme are cases where un-
doubtedly much good could be achieved. To
Inc it seems high time that an effort wai
made to do it.

One other matter to which I will make
reference is the need for encouragement of
the sale of gas prod ucers. I have had some
correspondence with the Minister regarding
the prices charged for producers, and he has
advised me, after inquiry, that the officers of
the Prices Fixing Conunissioner contend
that the amounts charged for producers are
fair and reasonable, and that no excessive
profit, and in some cases, I gathered, little
if any profit is being mnade by the suppliers.
I must admit I was astonished to read the
last part of the Minister's letter, because it
seemed to me that the cost of gas producers,
varying from £0 to £80, is one that is be-
yond the capacity of the ordinary person
using a motor vehicle, even if it be a motor
truck which he requires for business purposes.
I ant glad to say quite frankly that while
there are in Western Australia-in propor-
tion to population, I believe-substantially
mnore gas producers being used than there are
in the other States, a great muany more would
be in use here were it not for 'the fact that
they are so excessively dear.

The other day I received a communica-
tion from a man who is carting firewood
for a country mill. He wrote me that if
he is to carry on his business with petrol,
ho has got 'to use approximately 109
gallons per mon th, but that if he
could get hold of a gas producer he would
he able to do the work with something like
25 gallons per month. It is apparent that
notwithstanding the hopes of the members
or the present Federal Government before
tlivy were in office, the present petrol sup-
plies of Australia ore not going to be easy"*
to increase, and that it will become more
and more necessary for us during the next
fmw months to use gas producers. At any
rate, this man stated that the quotation of
£80 for a gas producer for the vehicle he
i-' driving is beyond his, means. I do not
know whether there is any specific reason
why the price quoted to him should be more

than the usual £05. I do not know enough
about this sort of thing to say. He is a poor
mian. His occupation is more or less handI
to mouth, as I daresay members are aware.
He carries heavy loads of wood over fairly
long distances for the consumption of a
mill. le told inc quite frankly that he
could not afford to pay the price quoted
to him, So there we have the position I Onl
the one hand we arc faced with the neces-
sity for conservation of petrol, and people
carting heavy loads of wood over fairly
tong distances are people who could and
ought to save petrol, because they are the
big users of it. The few gallons a small user
can save do not mnatter very much. But
the big users could save petrol in quantities
far greater than could the man I refer to.
I daresay many of the firewood carriers are
like my correspondent and find the price
of a gas producer a little beyond them.

I understand that Mr. Fernie, of the Min-
ister's department--a man to whom I am
glad to refer as highly suitable for the posi-
tion he occupies, a man whom it is a plea-
sure to deal with-when in the Eastern
States on a conference with regard to the
gas producer question, made a proposal for
assistance from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the purchase of gas producers, so
that it might be made easier for a person in
the position of the wood carrier I have men-
tioned to huy at producer for use in his
business and so assist in the conservation of
petrol. I do not know the details of the
proposal, but Mr. Fernie did tell me that
a proposal of the kind was under considera-
tion when he was in the Eastern States. If
it was so, the proposal reflects greater credit
on those who put it up than on the men
who turned it down-as, I understand, it
was tamned down at the conference in ques-
tion. I hope the 'Minister will in this in-
stance do everything 'Jae -possibly call to
ensure that gas producers shiall be obtain-
able At the most reasonable price feasible,
and that some arrangements are made to-
wards that end. I consider the Federal Gov-
ernmient could justly assist thoem who can-
not at present lpurchase gas producers be-
cause of the excessive cost.

MR. TRIM Tr Magnet) [9.0]:- I list-
ened with keen interest to the Minister's
statement at a recent sitting. In my opinion
it was a statement of great importance to
Western Australia. andi probably represents
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a notable milestone in the history of the
State. The hon. gentleman informed us
that quite a number of factories were oper-
ating today that were not operating here
in the past. Since I have been a member
of this Chamber, I have at all times criti-
cised the lack of secondary industries in
Western Australia. I was also critical about
the small amount of defence work that was
being carried out in Western Australia; but
after hearing, what the Minister said the
other evening, I am convinced that the argu-
ments put forward by various members on
this matter have borne fruit, and we are
now reaping some of the benefits of that
work.

I regret to note, as pointed out by the
member for Katanning, that only f4,000 was
allocated for gas producers. I mentioned
this matter some time ago and pointed out
that gas producers were essential for people
in the back country; the prospector, the gold-
miner in a small way, the station owner, and
the carting contractor must be provided with
this facility. At one place, Evanston, water
would not be available for the people if it
were not carted to the toivnsite. The dis-
tance to the water from the towusite is 22
miles. The population is about 100, and
frequently the soak is dry. But that place
has to exist and the only means of supply-
ing the people with water is to have it
carted by a petrol-driven vehicle. The Evan-
ston Mining Co. is fortunate in that it has
ample funds; but other persons in the out-
back country cannot afford to buy a gas-
producer costing £00 to £80; they need such
money for the purchase of tools and instru-
mnents to carry on their work. It is ridi-
culous for an engineer to assert that £80
is a fair price for a gas producer. That is
wrong.

Gas producers have been lput on vehicles
in the back country by the owners them-
selves. One isuch unit cost the owner
£1 17s. Oil, for parts, and it has worked
successfully for nine months. Of course,
he fitted the unit together himself. That
vehicle transports goods within a radius
of 60 miles of Broad Arrow. I regret that
the Government did not make the £4,000
available for the construction of gas pro-
duers at the State Engineering Works. In
that event, p~eople would] have had a chance
to buy gas producers at a reasonable price,
probably on easy terms. I doa not know
whether anything can be done in this direc-
tion, but I hope the Government will event-

uatty adopt my suggestion, so that the ex-
cessive prices at present charged for gas
producers may be reduced. The Govern-
ment might obtain the services of an in-
dependent engineer to go into this matter
in order to ascertain whether the gas
producers can be manufactured at cheaper
prices. I am not talking of patent rights.
A manufacturer might have to pay £20 or
£40 for patent rights, and in that case a
charge of £60 would be fair. But there are
types of gas producers not subject to patent
rights. As 1 have said, gas producers have
been made in the back country by the owners
of vehicles. Some shrewd men in the city
may, however, have obtained patent righbts.

The other evening I spoke about the alun-
ite deposits at Lake Campion. I am pleased
the Minister has said that the working of
these deposits will prove successful. I made
the statement that the total area was taken
tip quite recently by a syndicate, but I added
I would endeavour to obtain further infor-
mation and, if necessary, make a correction
the next time I spoke on the matter. To-
night I wish to correct the statement I then
made, as it was not quite accurate. The
information I have since received is that in
March, 1940, Mortin and Hardy took up
300 acres. They surrendered this 300 acres
and in August, 1940, took up two areas
comprising 400 acres. On the 18th April,
1941, they took up a further 120 acres.
This is the time I had in mind when I made
my statement. On the 10th May, 1941, they
took up a further 72 acres, making a total
of 592 acres. In all, 192 acres were taken
up after the commission to which I referred
had heard evidence. On the 19th September,
1941,' these areas were converted to mineral
leases from mineral claims.

I am pleased that we have such a wonder-
ful deposit in our State, as we shall have
another primary and anotber secondary in-
dustry. I believe the factory for the ex-
traction of the alunite and potash will be
erected at Lake Campion. That will have
the effect of distributing our population a
little more. In some parts of my elec-
torate, I regret to say, there are practically
no people. They have gone away. I met
some people from Field's Find today and
they told me that only 12 people were left
there. A little time ago there were 120.
That is not the fault of the State Govern-
ment; probably the Commonwealth Govern-
went is to blame, because in that district a
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mlineP was ownled lby anl alienl, Who sold it
to a company. His first claim was paid three
days before the outbreak of war with Italy.
He was interned, but when he became pos-
sessed of £3,000 he was liberated. He was
successful in putting the company into op-
eration, -but he denounced himself. He said
that 'Mussolini would rule the country and
would be in charge of that particular area.

[Air. Marshall took the Chair.]

Hon. N. Keenain: What is his nationality?

Mr. TRIAT: Italiani! His name is 'Mani-
bretti. A petition was signed by every man
and woman in the district to have him re-
moved, but the authorities took no notice
whatever of it.

Ron. C. G. Latham: To whom did they
send it?

Mr. TB! AT: I took it myself to Captain
Black of the Intelligence Department.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Next time, take such
a petition to the police.

Mr. TRIAT: The police cannot do any-
thing. The military authorities did nothing.

The CHAIR'MAN: I draw the attention
of the hon. member to the fact that he is
straying from the Estimates. The -Minister
has' no0 control over' foreigner-s.

The M1inister for Labour: No, thanks!
lion. C. G-. Latham: He ought; to have,

really.
Mr. ThIAT: The member for Murchison

mentioned the matter of inspectors. I heard
the M1inister say that appointments are being
considered. The position is serious on all the
goldfields, not only the 'Murchison, but the
Eastern Goldfields and Norseman. Rome
action should be taken to protect the people
ais far as indusitrial matters are concerned.
As has been pointed out, there are practic-
aly no factories on the -oldflelds. There
may he one or two at Kalgoorlie and there
is probably one at Wiluna. There is, how-
ever, ample scope for inspectors. I noticed
by the Press recently' that some 14 prosecu-
tions took place on the Eastern Ooldfields
within a very short period. Whether an in-
spector remains, on the goldfields for a
lengthy period, I do not know:. I under-
standl that an inspector, after being there
for two or three weeks, is taken away.

Trme is grave danger that workers may
not be covered by insurance. I know of anl

£216 due to the State Government Insurance
Office were in arrear, and liabilities had been
accumulated by a mining company up to
£2,000. The State insurance office said that
if the £216 were paid, it would meet the lia-
bility for £2,000, but the company did not
pay the amount, with the result that the
workmen lost their compensation. One man
who had lost anl arm wvas, therefore, unable
to recover compensation amounting to £:600.
He (lid not receive any consideration from
the company concerned, because it had no-
thing; it was controlled by men of straw.
I sincerely trust the Minister will arrange
for inspectors to be stationed on the gold-
fields. There is ample scope there for even
more than one inspector. The employers, I
believe, are not at all perturbed at the idea
of an inspector being stationed on the gold-
fields. They agree that it is correct.

I (10 not agree that one inspector should
performn the combined duties of an indus-
trial inspector and a price-ffixing inspector.
It is too great an amount of work to be
done by one person. A man skilled in both
jobs would be a super-man. Ani individual
may be a very efficient; health inspector and
be also anl inspector under the Factories and
Shops Act or tinder the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, but when it conies to a matter of
price-fixing the proposition is a different
one. The officer to be appointed to the
golrifiulds in connection with price-fixing
should be skilled in that regard, and should
ha11ve a good intimante knowledge of the sub-
ject. There is scope for the appointment
of a nian for that task alone. Such an offi-
cer should be provided with transport to
enable him to travel from one place to an-
otlher. It would be impossible for him to
rely 021 transport in vehicles belonging to
other people at present, because the people
in those areas do not travel to any great
extent, andi when they do they travel in
car loads. I sincerely trust that when a
mian is sent to the district he will be pro-
vided with a car and, as the member for
Murchison suggested, that he will be given
a reasona9ble salary. I have no. doubt the
Government will give every consideration to
that aspect. Price-fixing is very neessary
in the metropolitan area, let alone on the
goldflelds. People in the city have a chance
of protection. They have only to walk a
few yards to the Commissioner's offie and
make a report if they think they have been

istance where premiums to the extent of ovoeharged.
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To illustrate the need for attention being
given to this matter in the metropolitan
area, let me tell members what occurred to
me this evening. Coming down from the
Post Office I found I desired a box of
matches. On the corner of Forrest-place
and Wellington-street there is a small shop
conducted by a cripple who sells papers.
The proprietor was not there at the time
but a boy was serving behind the counter.
I asked him for a box of matches and, hand-
ing it to me, be told me it would cost mec
11/d. That is to say, he proposed to charge
me at the rate of 18d. per dozen boxes.
Whether that was correct or not, I do not
know, but I refused to take the matches. If
that can occur in the metropolitan area what
must be the position in the country? Prices
in the country districts are excessive. Two-
pence or 3d. extra per tin is charged on
tobacco in my electorate and when the ven-
dIor is asked the reason, he replies that that
is What thle tobacco costs him.

I support thle suggestion of the member
for Murehison that one officer be sent to
the goldfields to undertake industrial work
and one to attend to price-fixing. Once the
machinery is running smoothly the two
offices may perhaps be combined. At pre-
sent, however, the two tasks cannot be
handled by the one man. I hope the -Minis-
ter wvill carry out his promise and have offi-
cers appointed as soon as possible, because
people in the goldields electorates are con-
stantly urgig on their Parliamentary repre-
sentatives the need for the appointment of
such officials mid] particularly an inspector
of prices.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [9.23J.
1 wish to say a few words regarding thle
Child Welfare Department. The estimate
last year was £90,750, and the expenditure
.VS2,889. This year the estimuate is £80,000.
a decreas;e oe £2_,889 in comparison with last
year's expenditure, Over a number of years.
I have strenuiously opposed the restriction
placed on invalid and old-age pensioners,
who have not been permitted to use thle
money allowed to them by the Common-
wealth Government for their own special
benefit. The Child Welfare Department has1
allowed the pensioner 15is. per week of the
amount allotted to him as a pension, end the
hatanee of the pension money has been taken
into the assetsment of the family income.
Tjhat i., definitely wrong. it is unjust and

unfair especially in respect of the invalid
pensioner who inl many instances requires a
special diet which entails extra disburse-
ments from the meagre and paltry amount
he is allowed. I am worried lest the reduc-
tion in the Estimates means that the in-
creased old-age and invalid pension that is
to be granted to these people, and the child
endowment allowance, are to be regarded
by the Child Welfare Department as part
of the income of the recipients.

Mr. Needham: That has not been done-,
has it)

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not know, but I
aim afraid that such an intention may be
responsible for the decrease in the estimate.
I desire the Minister to answer the question
as to whether that is the purpose of the
Child Welfare Department. In the past I
have definitely opposed the action of the
department iii regarding 5is. or 6s. of the
old-age and invalid pension as part of the
family incoine; and now that; the Common-
wealth Government has rightly decided that
owine to thle increased cost of living pen-
., .I must he raised, I do not propose to
staund by and allow the Child Welfare De-
partment to regard that additional allow-
ance as part of the pensioner's income. Of
counse I may be barking uip the wrong tree.

Mr. Xeedham: I think you are.
Mr.- RAPHAEL: Well, I ask the Minister

to reply, and I want to know whether it is
the intenition of the department to take into
account this extra child endowment allow-
ance and the increase in old-age and invalid
pensions. If that is done it will he positively
wrong.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You need a few inter-
jeetions!

Mr. RAPHAEL: It would help me! It
the Child 'Welfare Department does this it
wvill be positively unjust. The Common-
wrealth Government has granted this money
and the wife of the man on the basic wage,
the wife of the professional man and any
other womian concerned, is enititled to collect
it.

Mr. Withers: The department will not
interfere-

Mr. RAPHAEL- After a terrific struggle
the department dlid interfere with the pen-
sion monewy.

Mr. Withers: Tt will not interfere in thix
instance.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I propose to mention a
few cases.
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The 'Minister for Labour: If it will help
you to shorten your speech, I can assure
you that the department has not interfered
and does not intend to.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I accept the Minister's
assurance, which will appear in "Hansard."
I am very happy to have that assurance. It
ix not a small matter as far as I am con-
cerned.

Hon. C. 0. Lathanm: "Hansard" costs only
6d. You will be able to distribute sonic
cop~iesi

Mr.'RAPHAEL: The Minister's state-
ment will reassure the people concerned.
Dozens of mothers hlave come to me to ask
Tie -whether this child endowment allowaknce
will be taken into consideration with a view
to reducing the allowance made by the Child
Welfare Department, As their representa-
five, I have a right to obtain the informadion
I am seeking, and an assurance from the
Minister. I am very pleased that the Minis-
ter has assured mnc that the department will
not be permitted to do in this con-
nection as it has done in connection
with old-age and invalid pensions;. that
it will not be permitted to take child
endowment into account as family income.
II amt very pleased to get that assurance and
to realise that these people will have the
use of the money as the Commonwealth de-
sires.

The department has been, for the past
few weeks, on one of its periodical ram-
pages. It has been trying to apply the
pruning shears. There is a new stunt on at
the moment: It is that most of the old appli-
ration forms are out of date and the depart-
inent wants new ones flled in. It is dealing
with the eases as they come along.

The Minister for Labour: I hare been
filling some forms in for people in my own
electorate.

Mr. RAPHTAEL: So have 1, not one but
dozens. I would like to mention the happy
treatment I have received from the Honorary
Minister (Hon. E. H. Gray), who has been
controlling this department. On every oc-
casion where it has been possible he has
takken the most lenient view and given the
hest treatment to eases brought under his
notice. I appreciate the attitude he has
adopted on every occasion when he considers
departmental heads have been unjust to
people who have been reduced in their allot-

rients from the department. In that regard
I speak in the highest terms of the Honor-
ary 'Minister.

I never go near the Child Welfare De-
partmnent. It is far better to go to the Mfin-
ister, although some of the departmental
offiers, especially Mr. Hitehin, arc very
humane men. Someone in the department,
and who it is I am not prepared to mention,
is not giving a fair and just deal to all the
people coming under its consideration. In
one case, a retuirned soldier from the last
war was discharged from the army for some
considerable period. He had undergone
treatment at the Perth Hospital, but
before he got an allotment from the Child
Welfare Department he was permanently
discharged. He underwent an operation at
the Perth Hospital and was re-admitted to
the Homne Defence Forces in the garrison
battalion here, and the repayment of the
money lie received from the Child Welfare
Department was demanded. That demand
wvas made despite the fact that he had not
been working, and has five kiddies. He re-
cived the whole of the money when he was
not working, and it has to be repaid from
the meagre, and paltry sum he now gets from
the military auithorities. That is unfair. I
know of another case, that of a widow. She
gets nothing for herself, but receives an
allotment for the kiddies. She does office
cleaning and is a jolly hard worker. She
has been working for the last seven years,
and has kept uip her kiddies' insurance
policies.

Owing to the fact that she will soon get
£40 fromn those policies, the departmnent wants
repayment of a certain amount of the money
it has provided towards the kiddies' upkeep.
Surely that is unfair and unjust 1 That poor
little devil has scrimped and saved over a
period of years to keep these insurances go-
ing. She can show by her hank books that
thle few paltry shillings she has received
from the department have been used in the
purchase of clothes, and so on, for the child-
ren. I am not suggesting the Minister is
making- this demand, hut the closest watch
should be kept over the departmental heads
in such cases as this. It is not always pos-
sible, or probable, that people are aware of
their right to interview their member in
order to prevent injustices.

I hope the Minister will reply to these
few points. Although we realise that, from
time to time, investigations have to be iuade
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into circumstances as they alter, yet the
department is always too happy and glad to
exspect the older kiddies, who may be going
to work, to keep the younger ones. I
have four eases under the notice of the Min-
ister now. In one instance the child re-
ceived a rise of 12s. a week. Because of
that the department cut 9s. off the mother's
allowance. That is most unfair. The de-
portment allowed only an exfra 3s. to go
into the house on account of these extra
earnings.

Mr, J. Hegney: What was the weekly
income of the household?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Under £3 a week.

Mr. .1. Hlegney: And how many children?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Three. I do not bring
this matter uip with the idea of castigating
the Minister, because he has not very much
to do with this department. I suppose he i-s
happy to be away from it. Over a period
of years I have on occasions voiced my)
disapproval of the actions% of the depart-
mental heads in charge. It seems that one of
the main objects of the men in charge of
departments is to see that expenditure is cut
down to the lowest possible amount. At a
time such as this when the cost of living,
including clothing, is rising, we should not
attempt to reduce this rote by Z10,000. I
would be happier to see the Government in-
crease it by £10,000. We are told by the
Minister for Labour that the only men on
relief at the present time are men too sick
to work. These men should be transferred
to the Child Welfare Department and given
more than 7s. a week. They should be given
a reasonable sum and allowed to live decently.
T am sure the Minister is not aware of all
the fa~cts. The Honorarmy Minister who is
in charge gives favourable consideration to
every case brought under his notice.

I had two main points to stress tonight.
I have received en assurance on one-that
child endowment will not be permitted by the
Child Welfare Department to he taken into
consideration as income coming into the home.
I would also like the Minister to give an
assurance that the increased amount received
by old age and invalid pensioners will not
he taken into account as n extra amount
coining into the home; and at the very most,
if' anything at all, not morn than 5.s. should
he permitted by the departmnit toe ho in-
cluded as portion of the income coining into
a hiomec. I say, and say positively, that not

one penny piece of that pension should be
allowed to be used as a basis for fixing the
amount of the allotment to those people in
receipt of relief from the Child Welfare
Department.

MRS. GARDELL-OLrVEB (Subiuco)
(0.38] : 1 endorse the remarks of the inem-
ber for Victoria Park. I would also like to
have from the Minister a little information.
Ho said that 903 women who had children,
and over 100 others had been helped during
last year by this department. It does not
seem to me that there is any special rule
in this department for assessing the amount
of relief. Even the maximum amount
allowed to mothers is not sumejient to keep
them. The maximum amount would be 15s.
for a widow and 9s. for each child. If she
had two children and received child endow-
mient for one, she would be in receipt of a
total amount of 38s. a week and would have
to keep three people. It would be absolutely
impossible for three people to live on that
amount. This woman had to pay 15is. a
week in rent and teed and clothe three people
on the remainder, which was an absolute
impossibiliby.

The member for Victoria Park has told
the Committee about money being taken
from pensions to make up the amount that
had been provided in relief to those assisted
by the Child Welfare Department. The same
course of action is resorted to in connection
with military allotments. A woman may
have been helped for some time by the de-
partmnent and her husband may have enlisted.
Maintenance payments have been made
through the Child Welfare Department and
so much of the money is kept by the depart-
ment, and the woman is allowed a payment
equivalent to that which she received before.
For example, suppose the woman had been
receiving 24s. at the outset. I am speak-
ing of an instance, with the particular., of
which I am acquainted. This woman has
two children. Her husband enlisted. She
had a maintenance order against him, hut
she had also been helped by the department
to the extent of 24b;. weekly.

Because the husband after enlistmnlt
made an allotment in his wvife's favour, the
department endeavoured to retain the dif-
ference between the 24s. and the £2 21z.,
which was the amount of her allotment. I
intervened on the woman's behalf and on two
or three occasions T had to see the Honorary
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-Minister (Hon. E. H. Gray). He wa-4 the
oniy one from whom I could get any satis-
faction. I consider the Child Welfare De-
partment is the most soulless of the State
Departments. Indeed, it is nothing more
nor less than a money-lending organisation.
If any woman in receipt of asisistance from
the department secures money from any other
source, the department makes her sign a
statement to the effect that she will repay
any money provided by the State. Some-
times compliance with such an undertaking
-would cripple a woman entirely, hut the de-
partmcnt; does not care about that, It re-
quires her to sign the statement.

Mr. Withers: If the woman should win a
charities consultation, you would expect her
to repay the money advanced to her.

Mrs. !CARDELL-OLiVER: -Of course!
Mr. Withers:- That is all the statement

amounts to.
Mr. Raphael: And they take it out of

insurance money, too. Don't worry about
that!1

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER:. I think the
department needs overhauling and that
alpplies to the Act itself. The legislation is
out of date and it is very difficult to secure
anything like humane treatment from the
department. Let mue give the Committee
another instance. In my district there reside
a man, his wife and five children. The man
'who is young, has heen unemployed and has
been helped by the department. He secured
relief to the extent of £3 3s. I obtained
for him a job for which he received 18s. a
week, which enabled him to make up his
rent. Immediately that happened the de-
partmnent withheld some of the advance to
him, merely because he was in receipt of an
extra 18s.

The department adopted that course de-
spite the fact that there were seven people
iii the house who had to be maintained. I
had to go to the Honorary Minister to get
him to agree to the man retaining the l8s.
a wveck. I may add that this happened be-
fore the ehild endowment scheme was inaug-
urated. At that time the children had to he
fed through an outside organisation be-
cause they were decidedly under-nourished.
No landlord would allow the mian to have a
house at a rental of less than £1 a week. I
remind the Committee that seven people
had to be maintained an the small income I
have mentioned. I would like an assurance
from the Minister that the Act will be ever-

hauled. In making the complaint regarding
the Child Welfare Department, there is no
particular individual officer that I 'would
name. I know them all and they all seem
imbued wvith a desire to curtail expenditure.
They think, apparently, that there must be
a hard Minister somewhere in the offing
who requires them always to keep the de-
partmental expenditure under thie estimate.

Member: Perhaps it was a case of Treas-
urer's orders!

Mrs. CARDELL-OT2IVER: I do not
know if that was the position, but I do
know that the Child Welfare Department
is a disgrace to Western Australia, and I
Wolid like to see it thoroughly overhauled.

MR. rox (South Fremnantle) [9.45]: 1
cannot claim to have found the Child Wel-
fare Department to be the soulless institu-
tion the member- for Subisco has suggested.

The Minister for Labour: Nor has any
other member.

Mr. FOX: At the same time, I do not
think that those who are dependent upon
the department for assistance receive suffi-
cient from. that source. My statements
may seem contradictory, but I have made
that assertion of ten enough. People
should receive help in other directions. For
instance, they should be able to secure homes.
It is true that applicants for relief have
to sign a statement setting out that in the
event of their being in a position at ny
time to repay advances made to them, they
will do so. Nevertheless, when instances
have arisen of an individual receiving com-
pensation having secured assistance through
the department pending the receipt of the
comnpensation payment, and representations
have been made to the department to allow
the individual to retain the a mount-
recently we had one ease where the amount
was £30-in order to start a small business
or for some other purpose so as to enable
the woman to free herself from the depart-
ment, thu. application has been readily
agreed to.

I do not desire to throw bouquets at the
department because I think much more
could be done for those who cannot help
themselves. The least any person should be
expected to live on is the amount of the
basic wage. If we had a proper social
system that would be the position. I sug-
gest to the member for Subiaco that she
would be much better employed in an en-
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deavour to establish such a social system than
in continuing her membership of a party
that has always resisted any attempt to
secure better conditions for the masses.

Mr. Abbott: That is not so; you, should
not say that!

Mr. FOX: I will say that. I have been
associated with the industrial movement for
many years, and on occasions I and others
have been sacked from our jobs because we
endeavoured to improve the conditions of
those with whom we were associated. I
suggest to the member for Subiaco that she
belongs to a political party that hn done
such things.

The CHAIRMAN: Order? I draw the
hon. member's attention to the fact that
this department does not administer the
activities of the Opposition!I

Mr. FOX: I was leading up to that point.
My purpose is to bring under the notice of
the Minister a hardship that is being in-
flicted upon some people, mostly women,
who on the death of the breadwinner are
left, say, £100 under an insurance policy
or perhaps may have £C100 in the bank.
When application is made for assistance,
it is refused on the ground that the appli-
coat is not destitute. Strictly speaking,
this might be so, but a sum of £100 does
not last very long. If a breadwinner dies
as the result of an accident and the widow
receives E500, the department will permit
her to spend the money on the purchase of
a home, and place her on relief immediately.
That is only right and just. I have no
complaint to make against the officers of
the Child Welfare Department. I have
always found them very courteous and
anxious to assist in every way possible, but
certain restrictions hare been placed upon
them for which they cannot be blamed.

If a woman has £100, she should be per-
mitted to keep it in order to buy
clothes and other necessities, and should
be granted the full amount by the Child
Welfare Department. The department
will allow a woman who is in receipt
of relief to earn a certain amount of money
in order to buy clothes. Her allowance
might be cut off while she is so employed,
Ibut the allowance for the children is con-
tinued. If a woman is left with, say, three
children under the Age of eight, a sum of
£100 spread over six years would mean only
£16 a year, and we can say that most
women do not waste their money, but make

it go as far as possible in the interests of
the children. I appeal to the Minister to
ensure that when a widow is left £100 or a
little more, that should not he a bar to
her receiving relief from the department
at once. I believe that a sum of £30 or
£40 is allowed, but a limit of £100 would
not he too high.

A matter that interested me greatly was
the statement of the menmber for Mt.
Magnet that a gas producer plant had
been made at a cost of 27s. 6d. The
Minister should get in touch with that
man because, if he could turn out gas
producers for even £ 10 or £20 each, it would
be very helpful to people in these troublous
times. Petrol is scarce, and is likely to
become scarcer in the near future. We do
not know what Japan is going to do, hut
if that country enters the war, there wilt
be less petrol available for consumers in
this State. Quite a lot of market gardeners
in the metropolitan Area have to go to
market three or four times a week, and the
quantity of petrol allowed them is barely
sufficient for their needs. Many of tbem
are not in a position to instal gas pro-
ducers at existing prices. If they could
do so at reasonable cost, and if the Gov-
ernment assisted them so that the pay-
ments could be spread over a period, we
would be conferring a great favour upon
them, especially if the man mentioned by the
member for Mt. Magnet could turn out the
gas producers at a cost of £:10 or £20.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [9.541: 1
feel it is a matter for extreme congratu-
lation that at long last there is lying on
the Table of the House the report of the
Western Australian War Industries Com-
mittee. In my opinion, that report is of
greater moment to everybody in Western
Australia than are all the matters we have
been discussing here tonight. The Minister
for Industrial Development is probably
charged with the heaviest responsibility of
any member of the Cabinet, and I Asnure
him that he will receive all the help that
it is in my power to give him.

The first point in the report that interests
me is the decision of the State Government
to bear a share of the excess cost of the
fisheries research vessel. We have been
trying to get a vessel of this description for
18 months or two years. The estimated
cost of the vessel was originally £7,000, but
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that amount has been increased by 40 per
cent. or more. Anyhow, the State Govern-
meat has decided to share the excess amount,
and we ought to get built in this State a
'wooden vessel that will serve a dual pur-
pose. It wil demonstrate clearly that we
can build such vessels and build them of
jarrah; it will serve an economic purpose
in that, in conjunction with the Marine
Biological Laboratory at Fremantle, it will
settle once and for all the questions of the
supply of fish, the habits of fish, and per-
haps will even have some effect on the cost
of fish in the market. The building of the
vessel will go a long way towards helping
the fish-canning industry, which has been
started, to become a success. As I have
stated in this House from time to time, I
believe that we have not yet discovered the
areas off our coast where fish are most pro-
lific. Until we find those areas and learn
something of the habits of the fish, and
until we treat the fish as an economic asset,
the success of the fish-canning industry we
are undertaking will be doubtful. With this
vessel and the excellent work that can be
done with her, we shall establish beyond
doubt that we have good fishing grounds and
can profitably can the product.

I am particularly interested in the sub-
ject of shipbuilding. I have already men-
tioned in the House that a number of small
vessels were -recently required for the
R.A.A.F., rescue boats and other small craft
necessary to the operations of the Air Force.
We were approached to submit tenders for
the building of those vessels, which were
of a type similar to boats used now on
the river and on various parts of the coast,
and could easily he built here. When the
specifications were received, however, we
found that it would be quite impossible to
tender for the work because the materials
insisted upon were available only in the
Eastern States. I have mentioned this mat-
ter before, but I suggest that the Minister
should make representations to the right
quarter to have the specifications, so far as
they affect Western Australia, altered in
order to allow us to tender for those con-
tracts and use materials which are available
in this State and which everyone will agree
are as suitable for the work as any that
may be imported from New South Wales
or Queensland. I noticed in the Press that
the closing date for tenders was the 5th
November, and that one tender was sub-

mitted, but I have discovered that the
Department of Supply and Development
decided to extend the time till the .11th
November.

The point was that the tender., expected
from Western Australia had not been re-
ceived. That is why I have suggested, and
why I repeat, that the Minister might do
something as regards contacting the right
quarter and recommending that wve in this
State build a ship of this State's timber,
and in accordance with the specifications ladd
down. I understand that one of the require-
ments of these small rescue vessels is that
they shall do a matter of 20 knots. It wam
suggested to me that the specific gravity or
jarrab is such that probably a ship made
of that timber would not attain such a speed.
I must admit that the suggestion made me
rather fearful at the time but I inquired
throughout the State in responsible quarters,
Government and private, and gathered that
apparently there is no foundation for my
fears. It senms that jarrab ships can travel
just as fast as can ships constructed of any
other wood. So I trust the Minister wilt
do that.

The next matter of interest in connection
;vith this somewhat belated report is the
question of the manufacture of steel vessels.
Apparently it has been known for some timie
that Western Australia can do that work.
That, too, has been done on the river upon
a minor scale in the ease of one or two small
vessels; and I believe it has also beet] done
upon the goldfields. A man up there built
a ship of steel very efficiently. As regardsn
the limits of size, according to the report I
am discussing the maximum would seem to
be about 2,000 tons. It is highly gratifying
to be able to hope that in the very near
future two more slipways will he constructed
in Fremiantle, capable of taking 2,000-ton
steel vessels.

We have on the river, admirably situatedl,
the State Implement Works. I believe al-
ready that workshop has turned out steel
ships; and if we turned them out before
we can turn them out again, and there is
greater need for them today than there ever
was in the past. Time is slipping by, and
we trust that the commissioners to be ap-
pointed to adjudicate upon and to implement
the report will he fully alive to the fact that
two years of war have gone and that we are
in a third year, and also that up to date.
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things have not been too bright. However,
I can see the change coming at last, and I
congratulate the Minister on getting local
production into its stride. Even though per-
haps the time is late, it is gratifying to know
that we ar getting into that stride.

As regards the State Implement Works, 1
believe that at present they aire doing naval
ceonstruction or naval repair work. I1 be-
lieve also that at one stage no less than 630
people were employed at the works, whereas
today there are not 200. We had the tech-
nicians; in the State to do these jobs, and
when we hear such figures as ihose I have
just quoted we become a little fearful lest
the patience of those technicians has been
exhausted and they have left our State for
better pastures in eastern Australia. I trust
that the basis of that fear is not apparent in
the particular figures I have just quoted,
and that what I have hinted at has not hap-
pened, so that when opportunity comes along
we shall be able to grasp it. I do hope to
learn in the very near future that the slip-
ways have been started and that the steel
ships are on the way to completion.

Further, I hope that we deal comprehen-
sively, and with business acumen, with the
question of the value of the wooden ship
today. 'Unlike the member for Katanning,
I am not concerned with what people think
is going to happen to those ships after the
war. The thing that most concerns us is
what we are doing at present to win the
wvar. It matters not two boots whether all
the things we make today, through the Min-
ister's department, are scrapped, if they
have been enabled to play their part in the
war through the efforts of the Mlinister and
other men like him. T do not think it mat-
ters two hoots if our steel ships and wooden
ships, built for the purpose of helping to
win the war, are stuck up in King's Park as
monuments alongside the guns after the war
-hut always provided they have done their
job in the interim. The 'Minister is fully
alive to the needs of that job.

In connection with the building ofshp
in Western Australia, we farmers are told
to win the war by eating our own sheep and
our -own lambs. That is wrong, and irritat-
ing to the farner. It is like asking a bird
to sharpen its beak in order to eat its way
out of the cage. Anyhow, I am convinced
that the- ships we can build would take away

to the Far Eastern countries, recently
dc-seribcd by the M1inister for Agriculture as
the Near -North and the Middle East, those
embanrassiiig surpluses of which we have
heard -o muctih. The ships would then repre-

seta bigger advantage to the State even
tlhaii the advantagae I dream about. Every-
thing sh1ould be done to ensure that those
",esses aue, built as speedily as possible, and
that the slipways are construcited as saoon
a-, pmittbilt. Like several other miemibers of
Ibhis Chambler, I recently miade a prophecy;,
and uty prophecy was that Russia would be
sercamting for our foodstuffs and that we
would not have ships to take themn away, or
to take Zaway our other embarrassing sur-
pluses. A few days ago I read in a Vic-
torian paper that Russia had already
appealed to Australia for huge quantities of
wheat and huge quantities of wool. Are we
going to be told that there are no ships to
take the wheat and the wool to Russia? The
responsibility for the lack of shipping would
be ouns. The responsibility is on this State
Parliament and on the Federal Parliament,
and I trust that the responsibility will be
shouldered as quickly as possible. Further
T trust that the commissioners who are to
hie appointed to implement the report, which
at long last is lying on the Table of the
ffouse, will realise fully what I have said to
the members of this Committee about the
need for expedition.

M. WITHERS (Bunhitry) [10.91: Like
other members, I listened with great inter-
est to the speech of the 'Minister for Labour
and Industrial Development introducing his
departmental Estimates. 'Undoubtedly the
hon. gentleman did paint a roseate picture.
Without being pessimistic as to the future
after the war is over and what may happen
to industries that we may establish during
the period of war, I think that if we accom-
plish 25 per cent, of the results3 the Min is-
ter foreshadowed the other evening
we shall be in a highly creditable position.
To expect 100 per Cent. would, I think, be
beyond 1il reason.

flon. ' . G. Latham: You have a knitting
fa4'torv at Bunhury.

Mr. WITHERS: I was, going to mention
it. I do not require the Leader of the Op-
position to remind me of that fact.

Siou. C. O. Latham: T wanted you to know
I was aware that you had the factory.
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Mr, WITHERS: There is possibly a mis-
conception in the minds of the people of
this State--I will not say in the minds of
the members of Parliament-as to whose re-
sponsibility it is to establish secondary in-
dustries here. The Minister and his depart.
meat have done their part up to date, hut
it is not the responsibility of the department
or the Government to establish such indus-
tries. It is the responsibility of the people
in tim various districts to take advantage of
their possibilities and prospects with a view
to doing something to help themselves, with
the aid of the Minister's department and of
the Treasurer, but without the latter's assis-
tance if possible.

When speaking to the Address-in-reply
last year, I mentioned that we were en-
deavonring to establish a knitting mill- at
Bunbury and I said I hoped the Government
would come to our assistance. The late
member for Tilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) said to me something to this effect,
"You will get nothing out of them." That
has not proved to be a fact, as the Govern-
ment has given us assistance. I desire to
point out some of our handicaps. Notwith-
standing the State has a surplus of wool we
cannot obtain sufficient supplies. That is a
tragedy, especially when we hare launched
out to manufacture goods that arc necessary
for the military. We must buy wool from
the Eastern States. Here another difficulty
arises, as we cannot secure shipping space
to bring the wool from the Eastern States.
The handicap is the greater because we have-
to pay road freight on a considerable pound-
age of wool from the Eastern States to
Western Australia. We have also to pay
freight from Fremantle to Bunbury, as well
as freight on the manufactured article froni
Bunbury to Fremantle. That is something
the Minister might take into consideration;
he might be able to arrange for reduced
freights.

We also require packing cases for our
manuitfatiied goods. I asked the manager
of cmii' factory to get into touch with the
State Sawmills at Pemberton in order to
obtain a quotation for karri cases. The
reply (lid not come from Pembherton, which
is- in the South-West, but from the head
office of the State Sawmills, which quoted a
pre for the cases at Carlisle. I point out
that the timber has to he transported -from
the South-West to Carlisle. I would like to
know why we could not obtain a quote from
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Pemberton, or somewhere else iii the South-
West close to our factory. We are now buy-
ing the eases from another milling source,
because we are getting them so much cheaper
at Bunbury. What is required is co-opera-
tion betwveen the various departments with
a view to helping industries in their infancy.
Another question is that of co-ordination
betWeen the Department of Supply and the
Department of Industrial Development. I
know this is a difficult matter and that the
department has its hands full; but we, too,
are faced with the fact that we cannot ob-
tain a continuous supply of wool from the
Eastern States.

~As. the company is under-eapitalised we
have had to appeal to the Government for
assistance or for a guarantee in order that
we might get credit with the Eastern States
suppliers and keqp faith with them for
future orders. That appeal was necessary
because of lack of assistance on the part of
people living in the district. They have
failed to provide finance for an industry
that will prove to be of substantial benefit
to them; they hare not taken up satflkient
shares in the company. If the same lack of
financial assistance is experienced in other
districts, then I fail to see that we shall get
very far with our secondary industries. As
I said,'it is up to our people themselves to
establish such undertakings.

Had the Albany Woollen Mills the ma-
chinery tor spinning yarn, as the Lincoln
Mlills in the Eastern States have, possibly
the Albany mills could supply the yarn
required by the various companies in West-
ern Australia. I have been informed by the
Department of Supply that one factory at
Suibiaco, which is knitting socks for tho
military, is taking all the wool that can be
supplied by the Mlbany Woollen Mills. I
cannot blame those mills for not having the
machinery required to produce yarn; they
could not have foreseen that a war would
break out. Today it -would be practically
impossible for them to secure the necessary
spindles to spin the yarn, nor could they
obtain other necessary equipment.

I am pleased with the Department of
Industrial Development. The Minister and
Mr. Fernie have been a great help to us.
Not only has the department pilovided
finlancial assistance, but it has taken a direct
interest in our factory. If other districts
establish factories there is no reason
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why Western Australia should not be able
to produce all its requirements after the
war has ended; but we have to be careful
in our selection of the goods to be manu-
factured. The member for Katanniug to-
night was rather pessimistic as to what
would happen after the establishment of
these industries in Western Auistralia. I am
not in the least hoping that the war will
continue for any length of time1 but once
we hare secondary industries established
here we eertaiuly should he able to provide
our own requirements. We have one dis-
tiuct advantage, which was pointed out by
M1r. Davis, of the Department of Supply,
who was visiting us from the Eastern States
a little while ago. He pointed out that
Western Australia was 2,000 miles nearer
to markets than were the Eastern States
and that, because of the scar-city of Ship-
ping after the war, Western Australia would
be in a more favourable position than would
be the Eastern States to supply the require-
ments of the Near East and other places.

MUr. Seward:- What manufactured artieu
are exported from the Eastern States?

M1r. WITHERS: They export quite a
considerable number today. Steel will he
required in great quantities for reconstruc-
tion in Europe and the old world, and if
wve are so much nearer-

Hon. C. G. Latham: The steel will be
wanted in the near North, too.

M1r. Seward: You are on a tender subject
there, are you not?

MNr. 'WITHERS: I hope it will not be
thought I am parochial -when I speak of
steel. I also think of Bunbury when I hear
the MIinister talking about charcoal, because
I cannot think of any place better suited for
the establishment of those works than is
Bunbury. If the member for Albany were
here I would be inclined to say that we are
much nearer the markets than is Albany,
but perhaps that would not be quite fair!

Mfention has been made of tinned vege-
tables and other foodstuffs. I do not know
what will he the demand for these commo-
dities after the war unless we Can persuade
the people to acquire a taste for them duir-
ing the war, but I do know that there is a
great demand for dried products today.
Even in Western Australia there is a call
for soya beans and Canadian Wonder beans
in the dried state. There is a big demand
and a big price offering for these goods, both
green and dried. We could well give eon-

sideration to supplying Western Australian
and other markets with those goods. I do
not agree witb what some members have
said about the Child Welfare Department.

The Minister for Labour: The statement
of the member for Subiaco was disgraceful.

Mr. WITHERS: I have been in the House
now for nearly 18 years and have had con-
siderable experience of the Child Welfare
Department. I can truthfully say that only
on one occasion have I had to approach the
Mfinister in connection with a case. In
view of the information the department
had received from its own inspector it did
not feel justified in affording the assistance
I sought. When I placed the case before
the Minister and told him I knew the cir-
cumnstanees and how badly the people con-
cerned w~ere situated, and that the facts
were not exactly as bad been represented
by the inspector, the M.1inister came to my
aid.

I have always found the departmental
allicers most courteous. Perhaps it may be
due to my manner of approach, but I have
always soug-ht to gain the confidence of the
department by never submitting a case that
was not genuine. When I have had an
instauce brought to my notice and have
considered the case to be -weak, I have
gven the facts to the department and have

sought the departmental version. When
one sees the other s 'ide of a picture, very
often one discovers that the people who
have made representations to him have
not been in the right. The department has
a very difficault job. T do not agree with
the deduction of the old-age pension money
from the allowance made by the depart-
ieit to a family, but I consider that on the
whole the department treats people very
fairly.

.%r. ABBOTT: I move-
That progres ba reported.

Motion put and negatived.

M. ABBOTT (North Perth) [10.25]:
The report of the Western Australian War
Industries Committee was not quite so
favourable to our secondary industries as
we might have hoped. It states-

The trend of factory employment in the
several States since the outbreak of war indi-
cates a worsening of the position ia Western
Aumtrnlia relative to the other States. During
19.39-40 at a time when factory employment in
all Stites recorded substantial improvement,
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the number of employees engaged in Western
Australia actually declined over the previous
ycar's figures. There has been some improve-
nient over the last nine mouths, culminating in
the establishment of a record employment of
23,15-1 in March linst. This, however, repre-
sents an increase of only 4.5 per cent. on the
figures for 1938-39 compared with an increase
of 18.7 per cent. for Australia as a whole.

So the position is not as favourable as we
could have hoped. The position in South

Autralia during tlint same period was
much better. The increase in that State
on the figures for 1938-39 was 36.1
per cent. That wats a ver 'y high in-
crease for South Australia, and, we would
therefore be wise to consider what action
was taken in that State to obtain such en-
eouraging results. The Premier of South
Australia is quite definite about the abso-
lato necessity for encouraging secondary
industries. Speaking. on a Biltlihe intro-
duced in August, for the purpose of setting
uip a committee of tile House to assist in
the encouragement of secondary indu'stries,
ho said-

While the Government will take every actiont
possible to encourage rural production, it feels
that nt oae opportunity should he lost to bring
other new enterprises here. Moreover, perhaps
never before in the history of the State have
so many opportunities for industrial develop-
mieat presented themselves. For many reasons
Atistralia is becoming daily more important as
the Empire's focal point in the Pacific. Our
very existence requires us to be more and more
.self-reliant and progressive. At a time like this
South Australia must either jump forward or
lie forever content to remain a backward
country with ]owcr standards titan the Eastern
States.

Those words arc even more applicable to
Western Australia. If we do not seize this
opportunity I suggest that for many years
our population will not increase, and the
sons and daughters, of people now liv-
ing will have to migrate to the Eastern
States to find employment. A good deal
has been done in this State to encourage
secondary industries. There are, however,
some things not yet done which might have
been done. One of the first steps South
Australia took when it decided to develop
secondary industries was to see that its
company tax was no higher than that in any
other State. It actually reduced that tax~
from 3s. 9d. to 2s., so that a company
starting in South Australia would he in
no worse position in that regard than if it
started in some other State. Our own taxa-

tion is not as low as in South Australia,
although it is not much higher.

The next thing South Australia dlid was to
establish a trust for the purpose of build-
ing houses. The average rental for houses
built by this trust is 1s. a week. Because
factory workers had the opportunity to get
a house at such a rental the manufacturers
were able to accept competitive work in
their various factories. Another idea for-
mulated and carried into effect by that Gov-
ernment was the creation of a corporation
merely comp~osed of business men and others
experienced in manufacturing. Its purpose
was to aid smaller factories with expert ad-
vice and assistance. The Government sup-
plied the corporation with a certain amount
of money to be made available to struggling
industries, and so enable them to become
established. This corporation not only sup-
plied the money hut supervised and assisted
the activities concerned. A good many small
manufacturers are quite efficient so far as the
actual manufacture of their product is con-
cerned, but -hen it conies to costing and dis-
tribution of tine articles manufactured they
are very often inexperienced and incompet-
eat.

Again, the Government appointed a
slpecial officer to make inquiries about per-
sons considering the establishment of new
indnitries, in Australia. The Agent-General
for South Australia had sp~ecial instruc-
tions to cable the names of any men
who might be interested in the establish.
nuent of factories in South Australia im-
mnediately' they left for Australia by flying
boat or hr' ship. Such men were contacted
sometimes even before arriving in Australia,
and thie advantage of establishing their indus-
tries i n Sou th Aus tralia p ut f orward. Some
industries were actually established in that
Slate because of the early contact made.
Government inspectors visit various factories
and inquire as to whether any technical as-
sistance is needed. Those inspectors render
considerable assistance.

As a result, a good many industries have
been established in South Australia, some
of which we might have had in this State.
There is the chemical industries, that is
the I.C.I. alkali works. We might well have
bad that industry established here. It is
a concern with £C1,000,000 capital. Other
indusiries establishied were the cellulose
industry, the British tuibe imills, the blast
furnace and shipbuilding yards at Why-
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als, although we would not have had
much chance of getting thUt industry here.
Just lately a very large textile factory has
been established, giving employment to
3,000 people. Some years ago General
Motors-Holdens Ltd., Richards and other
large motor body firms were established.
The time has arrived when there is little
unemployment in South Australia. Only as
lately as August last, the Government took
another step forward by introducing a Bill
to establish a committee of both Houses to
assist and advise the Goverament by re-
commending assistance in connection with the
establishment of new industries. I commend
that Bill to the notice of the M1inister for
Industrial Development. It provides that the
committee shall consist of two members of
the Upper House and two members of the
Lower Hlousc,, one of whom, if possible, is to
be the Leader of the Opposition in each
House. No Minister is to be a member of it.

.Mr. MeLarty: There is no Leader of the
Opposition in the Upper House.

Mr. ABBOTT: That is a South Aus-
tralian Bill.

Mr. MeLarty: lIt is a non-party House
there, too.

Mr. ABBO0TT: Is it?

Mr. MeLarty: So they say.

Mr. ABBOTT: The Bill does not quite
agree with that version. It also provides
that the Government might assist industries
in the matter of technical experts and ac-
countants. There are still some further
steps we might take in this State to push
on with the establishment of secondary
industries.

There is comment I desire to make about
the Child Welfare Department which I think
would be of benefit to the community.
We have an infinite variety of inspectors.
We have factory inspectors and price-fixing
inspectors. One official very much needed is
a Child Welfare Department inspector, who
would visit schools where the conditions of
s-ome children are such as to lead him to
believe that their home life is not all
that could be desired. Some children
are considered by the teachers to be
constantly neglected, but they can do
nothing. There is no official to deal
with this matter. If an inspector called
from time to time at the schools these child-
ren could be pointed out and their homes
contacted, and perhaps the difficulties under

which they suffer remedied. Some children
are sent to school in a condition not alto-
gether clean, showing that they have not
received the care and attention at borne that
they should. It is not good for the children.
Many times they are sent home from school
for reasons such as I have indicated, If an
inspector were appointed to assist the
teachers by contacting the mothers or guard-
ians much good might result. I suggest that
the Minister should give consideration to
this phase.

Mr. J. Hegney: That would not apply
only to children of poor parents.

Mr. ABBOTT: Quite so. Apparently
some mothers have not the sense of respon-
sibility that one would expect. If such
parents were spoken to by an inspector the
position might be remedied.

MR. NEEDHAMW (Perth) [lG.I]:- The
-member for Katauning, in the course of his
speech, contended that our secondary indus-
tries would not have been advanced as they
are today had it not been for the intervention
of the war. I do not altogether agree wirh
that statement. I admit that the unifortu-
nate occurrence of war has certainly given
our secondary industries a decided fillip, but
I remind the hon. member and the Com-
mittee generally that prior to the outbreak
of war, as a result of the Government's
activities, our secondary industries had made
considerable strides.

Mr. Watts: Were we then making clino-
meters and other articles that have been-
turned out since the war commenced?

Mr. NEEDHAM: I also remind dhe lion.
member that it remnainedi for the present
Government to create the Department of
Industrial Development which was placed
under the direction of a Minister who has
been devoting all his time to the eneouvaze-
meat and the development of secondary in-
dustries. Even had the war not eventuatert,
I claim that our secondary industries would
have advanced considerably as a result. of
the work of that department. The moemhcr
for Katanning also complimented the em.
ployers. and employees on the preservation
of industrial peace in this State. I appre-
ciate his references. H~e suggested that
evidently there was an excellent understand--
ing between employers and employees which
had resulted in the continuance of on era
of industrial peace.
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One might say that Western Australia
is an oasis in the desert of industrial. tur-
mnoil in other parts of Austrsfia. I inter-
jected when the hon. member was speaking,
that there was another explanation for the
satisfactory state of affairs here. I referred
to the fact that the State Labour Party for
miany years past has fostered a system of
disputes committees. The employers them-
selves recognise the wonderful work carried
nut by such committee% not only in settling
industrial disputes hut more particularly i
the prevention of them. The latter is by
far a greater factor in securing industrial
peace than the settlement of actual dispuites.
I further remind the member for Katanning
that immediately on the outbreak of war the
State Executive of the Australiain
Labour Party agreed to the sugges-
tion that special panels be created
representative of employers and employceb,
these, being in addition to the disputes
committees to which I have already referred.
As a result of those overtures, -we have been
able to secure industrial peace locally, and
during the war period there has been only
one brief stoppage of work. I believe those
conditions will continue; I certainly hope
they will. The member for Irwin-Moore
referred to the report of the Western Aus-
tralian War Industries Committee. He has
taken considerable interest in war industries,
but r remind him that he is not alone in that
respect.

Mr. Berry: Did I say I wvas?
'Mr. NEEDH AM: The hon. member did

not say he -was, but the inference to be
drawn from his speech was that he was the
only one interested in shipbuilding in par-
ticular and war industries in general. I re-
mnind him that at the outbreak of hostilities
the State Executive of the A.L.P. at once
contacted the Commonwealth Government of
the day with regard to shipbuilding and
the possibility of undertaking such -work in
Western Australia.

Mr. Berry: It does not say much for you
that after all this time nothing has been
done.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Nor does it say much
for the Federal Government then in office
that it did not respond to our invitation.

Mr. Berry: You have your chance now!
'Mr. NEEDHAM: Representations were

made not only with regard to shipbuilding
but other war activities as well. Together
with the Labour Government, the executive

of the A.L.P. were the first and have been
th~e most contiuously in the field demand-
lug a better deal for Western Australia re-
garding war industries, particularly ship-
building. The fact remains that the Com-
monwealth Government of the day turned n
dleaf ear to our representations. It was
through the efforts of the present Primie
Minister of Australia who was then Leader
of the Labour Party in the House of Repre-
sentatives where he was Leader of the Oppo-
sition, that the Western Australian War
Industries Committee was established. The
present Prime Minister with Senator
Collett and, for part of the time,
Senator Cunningham, were members of
that committee. As a result of their activi-
ties we have now the report that has been
made available. I remind the member for
Irwin-M.Noore also that the State Labour
Government took considerable interest in the
work of that committee and presented
wonderful evidence to that body. A com-
mittee of Cabinet Ministers made arrange-
ments to that end. Furthermore, panels of
trade Uuinsts formulated the most valu-
able evidence that the committee received.
A statement to that effect was made by the
chairman of the committee.

Mr. Berry: You are incriminating your-
self new. You had better get on with the
b.usiness.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The fact that we are
about to commence building a ship has beeia
mande public, and it is not the fault of the
State Government that the work has been de-
layed. Right from the moment the question
'if costs was raised the Government offered
assistance.

Mr. Berry: The State Government should
have done that without-

The CHAIRMNAN: Order! The member
for Perth must address the Chair and take
no notice of interjections.

Mr. NEEDHAM:1 The State Government
had to undertake other operations as well,
and no one knows better than the member
for Irwin-Moore that the Government was
limited in its desires only by financial con-
siderations. In the circumstances, it has
done well in guaranteeing the increased cost.

Mr. Berry: Yon had a surplus of £11,000!1
M1r. INEEDHAM: But other matters hadl

to be considered besides shipbuilding, im-
portant though the latter undoubtedly is.
I want to mnake quite clear the fact that
the member for Irwin-Moore was not the
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only one who had the interests of the State
at heart, but that our people took anl active
part irvoin thle outset. ]It regard to ship-
building we bare to bear in mind that while
-we have the skilled men and the facilities
for building ships here, we have not the
material for building othe-r than wooden
-ships. I should like to see more wooden
ships built here because possibly, when the
war is over, we shall have to endure some
hardships. If we could get a better deal
than we have bad, and a guarantee of con-
tinuity of essential supplies, I am satisfied
the State could build ships equal to those
turned out in any part of the British
lDominions. I know a little about ship-
building because I spent 14 years of any
life in the Clyde shipyards.

I have only a few remarks to make about
thle Child Welfare Department. I cannot
agree with the statement of the member
for Subiaco, when she desc ribed the depart-
ment as a scandal. That was an unfor-
tunate remark.

Mr. J. Hegney: It was a disgraceful
thing to say.

Mr. NEEDUAM: She concluded her re-
marks lby saying that the department was
a disgrace to Western Australia. I have
no desire to misrepresent the bon. member;,
nor am I here to hold a brief for the de-
ipartmnent. The 'Minister ini charge is wvell
able to defend the department. Without
exception I have found the officers of the
department courteous and helpful in every
way. There is only one thing wrong to
my knowledge and it is that this depart-
ment, like other departments, is starved
for money. If a little more money was
provided, more liberal treatment could be
mteted out to the indigent section of our
people. I do not knowv whether the Minis-
ter ci assure the Committee that an in-
creased amount will he granted by the de-
partnient in order to make the assistance
nmore effcetive, but I should be very pleased
if he could do so.

The muember for Victoria Park stressed
the point that child endowment allowances
would he considered as income by the Child
weifarc' Department when applications for
relief are being Considered. We know that
the department never contemplated such a
thing. Unquestionably child endowment
has been grnted for a specific purpose and
no department could consider it as income.

I am somewhat doubtful about the increase
in the invalid and old-age pensions. I do
not know how that is going to be regarded,
hut I hope the increase granted to the in-
valids arid old people of our State -will not
he considered by the Child Welfare De-
partment as income. I know several
people woaret , rcin.ivalid pensions
and who arc also in receipt of assistance
from the Child Welfare Department for
c-hildren aind 1 hope that the increase in the
Pension will 1.0t affect the aimounmt being.
-ranted by the department.

l'robgles- reported.

lforise adjopprned (it 10.55 p.m.
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Lotteres (Control) Act Amendment. 21t. . 17 72
Industrial Arblteutin Act Amendment. 2nr.1773
Potato (irowers Liren-Mnit 2n. ........... 1775
Road lfltriets Act Amnendmient (No. 2). Aiqemn-

biy's Mes-age...............1785
'Metropolitan Market Act Amendment. 2a.. 1783
Admlnikration Act Amevndment, 2i. .. ..... 1789

The PIIEMTFNT took thle Chair at 4.30
p.if., and1( read prayers.

QUESTION-MAGISTERIAL DIS-
TRICTS.

Betting I'wseeationus.
thin C. F". BAXTER asked the Chiet

Neere~rr :1,What is the total numbe
ot mnagisterial district', thr-oughout the State!
2, By what title b- each dietriet known? :j,


