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ance rate of 214 per ecnt. for short term and
314 per cent, for long term were fixed for
recent Commonwealth £35,000,000 loan and
eurrent £100,000,000 loan.

That indicates that 3!} per cent. would be
the highest rate, yet the farmers have heen
told hy the branches of the Agriculturai
Bank that the monevs they are collecting
now will he re-advanced to them next year
at 21% per cent. A half of 314 per cent.
is nothing like 21% per cent.; it is about 1%
per cent. [ notice in the V:etoriau Act that
they have made the advances at £1 1ba.
per eent. That being so, I say the farmers
in this State are being deprived of condi-
tions to which they have a right. The pro-
posals in the Bill are simply those out-
lined in the Commonwezlth Act, which I
have read. They eannot fix the interest rate
hevond saying it should not be more than
half of what the Commonwealth has to pay.
The other conditions are simply that the
mouey will not bear interest duving the
first yenr of the loan. That is simply pass-
ing on the concession granted by the Com-
monwealth whieh has undertaken to pay
the whole of the interest during the first
year.

During the sueceeding six years, the loan
inferest i to he payahle hy the farmer at
the same rate as that paid by the State;
that is a half of whatever the Commonwealth
has to pay. The other condition is that there
shall he no repayment, during the fvst three
venrs, of the prineipal, and that the re-
mainder of the principal shall he repaid dur-
ing the last four years of the loan. Those
are the conditions of the Bill. There may
he a doubt as to whether we are encroach-
ing on the revenues of the State, hut again
I point out that this money is made avail-
zhle not to go into any gentral fund, hur
to be repaid to the State, and must be kept
in a special fund. The whole of the money
made available to the farmers has to he
passed out to them if requived. and if the
pastoralists come into the matter it will
certainly all be required.

If the farmer is to get this money at the
same vate of interest that the State has to
pay, then T claim that the whole of the
money made available hy the Common-
wealth should he passed on to the farmer.
It cannol he maintained that there is any
encroachment on the revenues of the State
hy this Bill. Tt «imply makes availahle
io the Farmers the money made available by
the Commonwealth, which we were pro-

mised last year woald be done through regn-
lations.  Unfortunately those regulations
bave not yet been framed. The Bill pro-
vides that it is only to take effect if the
regulations are not gazetted by the 1st
December. T1f they are gazetted by then
there is no necessity for the Bill, and T shall
he onlv too pleased to see it withdrawn
or passed out with the slanghtered inne-
cents, bnt it would be a great hreach of faith
with the farming communitly in thix Srate
if thrse goneessions were not passed on to
it. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
debate adjourned.

Houze adjonrned at 10.57 p,m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4£.30

paiL. and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, KENT
STREET SCHOOL.

My, RAPHAREL nsked the Minister repre-
renfing the Minister for Eduention: When
does the (iovernment intend to commenco
builiding at the Kent-strrot school, Vietoria
Park—(a) the domestie seienee centre: (h)
wmetalwork voom: (e} assembly hall?



1728

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: (a) Kent-street school is
already equipped with a domestic science
centre. (b} A metalwork centre and genersl
science classroom are incladed in extensive
additions proposed for this school. Con-
sideration is just now being given the matter
of financing this work. (¢) The erection of
an assembly hall is not contemplated at
present in view of the more pressing needs
of the Educaiton Department.

QUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS.
As to Office Telephone Service.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware that frequently tele-
phones connected with the head office of the
Tramways give the engaged signal? 2, Will
he inquire whether sufficient lines are con-
nected to eope satisfactorily with the bmsi-
ness of the public and the department? 3,
Tf sufficient lines are not now provided, then
in order to save the present delay and in-
convenience will he direet that an additional
line or lines be insialled ?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Railways) re-
plied: 1, 2 and 3, Complaints were re-
ceived of overloading of lines, but an addi-
tional one was put in quite recently and the
business is being coped with satisfactorily.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE,
As to Transport of Haruvest.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: Would it be feasible for the
military anthorities to provide transport
units, at a charge to be fixed, for the cariage
of the coming harvest where such cartage
has been adversely affected hy enlisiments
of men and machinery?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The possibility of using military
vehicles for ihe cartage of crops at harvest
time has been explored. Owing to military
requivements, it is not possible to make the
necessary arrangements.

BILLS (T)—FIRST READING.
1. Broome Tramway Fxtension,

Intvodueed by the
Works.

Minister for
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2. Financial Emergency Act Amendment.

3. Reserves (No. 2).

4. Roads Closure.

5. Mortgagees’ Rights Resirietion Aect
Continnance.

G. Industries Assistance Aet Continuance.
Introduwced by the Minister for Lands.

7. Plant Diseases (Regisiration Fees).

Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture.

BILL—LAW REFORM (MISCEL-
LANEOUS PROVISIONS).

Report of Committee adopted.

BILI—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke—Northam) [4.38] in
moving the second reading said: By this
Bill it is proposed to amend the State Gov-
ernment Insuranece Office Aet of 1938 for
the purpese of giving that office the vight
to transact all classes of insurance associated
with the ownership and use of motor
vehicles, The Bill further provides that
the right proposed to he thus given shall
operate only 5o long as thivd party moior
ar insuranee is compulsory by law in this
State. Members will probably interpret
that statement to mean that there is a likeli-
hood of legislation heing introduced with the
ohject of making third partvy motor ear in-
surance compulsory. With that in view, it
is desired that the State Government Tnsur-
anee Offiec shall have the vight to transact
not only third party motor ear insurance,
hat all classes of insuranee associated with
the ownership and use of motor cars.

A Bill exactly the same as this was intro-
duced two sessions ago. At that time Par-
liament was not agreeable to giving the
State office the right to do other than third-
party motor car insurance. We econsider
ihat to ive the State office the rvight to
do only third-party motor car insurance
would be altogether unfair, would place the
office in an unreasonable position and would
make the transnction of such business not
at all satisfactorv. If the office is to he
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given the right to do thirj-party motor
car insurance, it should have the right, in
competition with insurance companies, to
earry out geneval insurance in respeect of
motor ears. The Bill asks for that addi-
tional right and authority for the State
office.

The business of motor ear insurance repre-
sents quite a large pereentage of the total
insurance business done in this State. It
is a class of insuranee in which the State
office ean reasonably ask to he allowed to
participate. The insurance of motor ecary
cntails the insurance of human life as well
as properly, and therefore, in connection
with genera]l motor car insmrance, it is
thought that the entry of the State office
into the field may easily prove to be bene-
ficial to motorists generally without involv-
ing the State in any loss in the transaetion
of that business. Tt wonld be quite unsatis-
factory for the State office to have the right
to do third-party motor car insurance and
vet have no right to provide the other elasses
of insurance required by many motorists,
True, some motorists de not insure at all; it
iz also true that some motorists cover them-
selves to a limited extent only, and it is true
that only a minority of motorists cover
themselves completely in respect of every
possible class of risk arising from their
ownership and use of motor cars.

The Bill is easy to understand. It is a
question of deciding whether the State office
shall be given the right to do general motor
car insurance as well as third-party insur-
ance. We feel that if third-party insurance
is made compulsory, this right should be
given to the State offiec and should he re-
tained hy the office so long as a law re-
mains in operation compelling motorists to
cover themselves in respeet of third-party
risks. If a law for compulsory third-party
insurance be not passed, this measure could
not beeome operative even though it had
bheen aecepted by Parliament. If third-
party insuranee is made compulsory by law,
the propoesal in this Bill will operate only
so long as the other law operates. If the
other law ceased to operate at any time,
this proposal would also cease to be effec-
tive, and we would revert to the posifion
that exists at present. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On moiion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL—MAIN ROADS ACT (FUNDS
APPROPRIATION),

Seecond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 4th November.

MR. HILL (Albany) [14.46]: I oppose
the second reading of the Bill, 1 quile
realise that the responsibility for financing
roads should he the responsibility of the
road users, hut the responsibility for pro-
viding the unemployed with work is that of
the State as a whole and not of a section.
There are different ways in which the Com-
monwealth Government enn assist this State,
and 1t has assisted this State. We hear guite
a lot about Commonwealth grants, subsidies,
ete., but I desire te point out that many
years ago the Commonwealth Government
endeavoured to assist the States by giving
very sound advice on transport matters. In
ahout the year 1926 the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment brought from England an eminent
expert to report upon transport in Austra-
lia with special refercnee to port and har.
bour facilities.

That expert, Sir George Buchanan, in his
report, referred to the need for a sound
voad policy. In 1929 a Commonwealth
Transport Committee was appointed consist-
ing of Major J. Northeott, M.V.0., P.8.C,,
Army Headquarters {Chairman); Mr. S. G.
McFarlane, Assistant Seeretary, Common-
wealth Treasary; Mr. M. W. Mehaffey, BE.,
Agsoe.M.Inst.C.E, Engineer, Common-
wealth Navigation Branch; Mr. T. H. Upton,
0.BE, M.Sc¢, M.C.E,, M.Inst.C.E., member
Main Roads Board of New South Wales;
Mr. M. A. Remfry, B.C.E, AMLE, Aust.,
District Superiatendent, Vietorian Govern-
ment Ratlways; Mr. T. E. Moorhouse,
AJMILE, Aust., Seeretary. The eommittec
reported on the co-ordination of transport
in Australia. A summary of the report was
published in the “West Australian” on the
22nd May, 1929, and the report was con-
sidered by the Premiers’ Conference on the
23rd May, 1929. The then Premier of West-
ern Australia was present at the conference,

One recommendation of the committee was
that the expenditure of loan money on roads
should be limited to economic needs, and
that when loan money was spent on
roads, provision should be made for in-
terest and sinking fund charges so that they
would not be a charge on Consolidated
Revenue. The Government of this State
has ignored that advice. When spending



1730

loan money on roads, it has not limited the
¢x) enditure to economic needs. The aim
was to provide work for the unemployed,
and the Government has spent money in
that way without making provision for in.
terest and sinking fund payments. 1 have
a few figures that will be of interest to
members, The loan liability on our rosads
in 1924, when the Collier Government
assumed office, was £677,000, and by 1941
the total had grown to £3,443,988, When
the Premier was delivering the Budget
speech, he turned to the Leader of the
Qpposition and said, “When you were in
office yon spent large sums of loan money
on roads.” That statement is not quite cor-
rect. The Mitchell-Latham Government,
during its three years of office, spent on an
average only £27,668 of loan money a year
on roads. The balanee of £2,683,498 was
spent by Labour Governments, and was
equal to an average of £191,678 a year.
The Mitchell-Latham Government, during
its term of office, introduced the financial
emergency tax.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the Bill.

Mr, HILL: We are dealing with the loan
expenditure on roads.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are dealing with
the Bill.

Mr. HILL: The Bill deals with interest
charges on roads.

Mr. SPEAKER: I =ay the hon.
member is  geiting away from the
Bi't. I point ont that T did not stop him

under the standing order which provides
that no member shall allude to any
debate of the same session wpon a ques-
tion or Bill not being then under discussion.

Mr. HILL: T oppose the Bill becanse my
opinion is that expenditure on work for
the relief of unemployment should have
been provided out of general revenme and
not out of loan money. I consider it un-
sound finance to spend loan money withont
providing for interest and sinking fund
payments. The Bill is introduced with the
object of taking some of the roads revenue
to meet interest on our loans, Another ob-
jection to the measure is that there will he
less money available for expenditure on
roads. On these grounds I oppose the see-
ond reading.

[ASSEMBLY.]

HON. 0. G, LATHAM (York) [451]:
Bills of this kind have come before us on
several occasions, The objeet—as to which
I know the Minister for Works will dis-
agree with me—is to transfer moneys from
the petrol funds, or Main Roads Trust Ae-
count, to Consolidated Revenue. Various
Bills have been iniroduced with the idea
of obtaining possession of eertain sums of
money from that trust necount, Apparently
the Government has got tired of the pre-
vious system, and now it proposes by this
Bill to transfer from the Metropolitan
Traffie Trust Account certain sums of
money whieh the Main Roads Board spends
within the metropolitan area. The inten-
tion is to take those sums of money into
Consolidated Revenue, and to spend an
equal amount from the petrol fund, if I am
nsing the right phrase—hon. members will
understand what I mean—for the purpose
of doing a similar amount of work.

I do not know whether we are really jus-
tified in doing that. I know that for a long
time the Treasmry officials, who after all
are responsible for protecting the finances
of the State, have been anxious to lay their
hands on the traffic fees. I do not blame
the Minister for that, heeause that ocecurred
in Western Australia long before he became
Minister for Works. The traffic fees are
easily collected rvevenue; the amount is
considerable, and there is always a large
sum of money coming in at the beginning
of the year. My emtention is that if the
Minister is poing to take from the Main
Roads Trust Account large sums of money
collected hy the Commonwealth and paid
over by way of petrol tax, there will be
so much less money to spend on country
roads.

A large amount of money is paid into
Consolidated Revenune from the Metropoli-
tan Traffic Trust Aceount, hy way of traffie
fees. T want members to understand that
elearly. Trom the Auditor Ueneral’s re-
port of the previous financial year (the re-
port just presented to the House) 1 find
that no less a sum than £22,53% was thus
paid in. Some little time ago when speak.
inz on this subjeet, hefore T knew this Bill
was to be introdueed, I asked on what basis
the Commissioner of Police was paid for
the serviees of his department in colleeting
trafic fees. T thousht the point was one
on which the Auditor General micht advise
us. Whether hecause of what T =aid, ov
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because he thought it advisable, the Audi-
tor General draws attention to the matter
on page 61—

Commission payable to Police Department.—
The method of arriving at the samount of ecom-
mission payable to the Police Department wae
explained and commented upon on page 65 of
the report for 1938-39. The same remarks ap-
ply to the commission paid or payable for the
year 1940-41,

It will be noticed that the Police Depart-
ment received in commission £18,583, and
additional fees, under Section 9, of 2s, Gd.
for each license taken out for the half-year,
or £3,956, making a total of £22,539, The
Government distributed to loeal distriets
within the metropolitan area £114,286. The
total was £197,097, representing £182,220
together with a eredit balance which made
up the difference.

I obtained the Anditor General’s report
for the year 1938-39, on page 65 of which
he states—

The commission paid to the Police Depart-
ment is upon the basis of 10 per cent. of col-
lections, lese refunds, in accordance with an
approval given by the Minister, This pro-
cedure has been followed sinee the inception of
the Metropolitan Traffic Trust Account. Seec-
tion 13, Subsection 2 (b) of the Traffic Act,
1919-35, states that all fees paid each year for
licenses or transfers of licenees or registrations
in the metropolitan area ‘‘shall be chargeable
with the cost of coliection as certifled by the
Minister . . .?’ Inquiries indicated that, with
the recordas available, the cost of collecting
could mot be ascertained. In the circumstaneces,
a percentage on collections is the only prac-
ticable method of arriving at the amount te
be paid to the Police Department for the ser-
vices rendered.

So while the law states that the Police
Department should be paid the cost of col-
lection, it has been impossible to aseertain
what that cost has been, and a guess of 10
per ceni. has been hazarded. What I am
leading up to is the reason for the introdue-
tion of the Bill constantly given not only
by the present Minister for Works but by
the Treasurer as well: That the Com-
monwealth  Grants Commission insisted
upon such a mecasure and reduced the
grunt to Western Australin beeause of
that. I think we ought to have a clear
understanding  with the Commonwealth
Grants Commission on this  subjeet,
The Commissioners are vesponsible for
advising the Commonwealth Government
as to Western Australia®s disabilities,
and they change their eround from time to
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time. Sometimes it is a question of funds,
sometimes it is disabilities, and evidently
now the Commissioners are basing their
contention on a new formula altogether,

I remember the time when Western Aus-
tralia was a very low-taxed State, and when
on aceount of that fact the Commissioners
said, ““You will receive no consideration
until you inerease your taxes.” We can
thank the present Government for the re-
moval of that objection. TUnder the present
(iovernment’s administration Western Aus-
tralia has heecome the second highest-taxed
State in the Commonwealth, and the former
eXense ean no longer be advanced. Turn-
ing now to the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission’s report for 1941, T quote para-
graph 185—

In  previous reports the Commission has

drawn attention to the failure of Waestern
Australin and Tasmania

I want members to note that Tasmania is
coupled with Western Australin—

——to bring their road finances into line with
those of other States by making provigion for
meeting at least some proportion of the annual
interest and sinking fund payments on road
debt from the procceds of motor taxzation,

What was the penalty imposed upon Tas-
mania for not doing what they said they
wonld do? None whatever! The Com-
mission forgot about it where Tasmania
Wwas coneerned, but imposed it upon this
State. Paragraph 186, at page 79, states—

In the non-claimant States, viz.,, New South
Wales, Victoria and Queensland, substantial
proportions of motor taxation are paid by the
road anthorities to the State Treasury towaris
meeting interest and einking fund charges on
road delt. The road debt of Vietoria is ahout
£10,000,000, the anusual interest eharges thereon
being about £400,000. The whole of this
amount is recouped to the State Treasury by
the Country Rouds Board, whose main source
of revenue is motor taxation. In New Bouth
Wales and Queensland the State Treasury does
not reecover the full amount of interest on rond
debt from the road authorities, but the amoynts
paid by the latter from motor taxation are
appreciable. Tn South Australin legislation has
bern passed under which the first charges oa
the reecipts from motor taxzation are—

(2} Tuterest and sinking
raised for roads purposes.

fund on loans:
I think members will find that this should
be “loans for the year for road purposes’”
«The paragraph continnes—

(h) Administrative costs of the Motor Ve-
hicles Department which colleets the revenue.
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Then the Commission says nothing about
this State’s paying over £22,000 to Con-
solidated Revenue, which is far and away
more than the cost of collection. I wonld
like to know what the actual cost of col-
lection is; it must be a very small amount,
It is not necessary to collect these fees from
the people concerned; they must go to the
Police Department and pay the fees in order
to obtain their licenses. It is the ensiest way
of collecting 2 tax that I know of. Para-
graph 187, at page 80, is interesting. It
says—

Western Australia’s loan lability for roads
and bridges iz £3,406,000, the debt charges
thereon for 193940 being £163,000. The
amount recovercd from road authorities, how-
ever, towards meeting these charges was only
£7,396. Tasmania's road debt is abont £5.5m.,
the annual charges for interest and sinking
fund being about £220,000.

Tasmania’s road debt is considerably more
than is Western Australia’s, and Tasmania
has to pay considerably more for interest
and sinking fund. The paragraph con.
tinues—

As far as we ave aware, mo recoveries are
made from the road authorities townrds meet-
ing these eharges.

What now follows is extremely interesting—

The Western Australian Government appears
to be anxious te bring its road finances more
into line with those of other States.

I agrec that Western Ausiralia does. The
parsgraph continues—

Legislation designed to divert £75,000 of
motor taxation from the Roads Fund to the
Consolidated Revenue Fund was introduced in-
to the State Parliament last year but was re-
jected by the Legislative Council.

Paragraph 188, page 80, reads—

It is not the provinee of the Commission to
interfere with the financial policies of the
States; but, in its task of assessing speeial
grants on the basis of needs, it is bound to
compure stundards of expenditure on various
services. Moreover, as expenditure on roads is
2 very important item we have to satisfy our-
selves that the effort made by claimant States
to meet aunual debt charges on road debt is in
reasonable conformity with the effort made in
the standard States, In recent years revenues
from motor taxation and the annual payments
made to the States under the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement have increased substantially. In view
of these fauets we feel that both Western Aus-
tralin and Tasmania should have brought their
roud finanees more info line with those of other
Htates.

The Commission goes on to excuse Tasmania.
If the Treasurer had reccived, through the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Minister for Works, the £75,000 for which
he asked last year, he would have had
surplus of £86,000. As the Commission
bases its recommendations on the needs of
a State, is it likely that Western Ausiralia
would have received what it is getting thix
year? Surely if it is a question of needs
and we have n surplus, then our needs cease
to exist. We have balanced our budget and
have an amount in exeess of our expenditure.
I look at the matter from this angle: If
this is really a faithful intention of finding
money from traffic fees to meet interest and
sinking fund on road expenditure, then why
take the money away from the metropolitan
area only?

The amount of Loan Funds cxpended on
roads and bridges in the metropolitan area
is infinitesimal in ecomparison with the
amount spent  in country distriets. One
would have thought that the Government
would say, “If we have to find this £163,000
for interest and sinking fund, then we
ought to make it a charge against all the
road users.” e must not overlook what I
think we are sometimes apt to forget, that
whether the Commeonwealth Government,
the State Government, the local authorities
or the traffic authorities impose o tax, that
tax is imposed on the same people. What T
am afraid of is that immediately we tell
the Government it can have this revenue
the expenditure of traffic fees on roads will
cease, Traflic fees are an important part
of the revenues of local guthorities. They are
the easiest revenue to colleet, muech easier
than are the rates imposed on land. Onee
the local authorities Jose this revenue, the
Government will not let it g¢. I know what
Governments and Government ofticials ave;
once they get their hands on something they
are reluetant to let it go.

Mr. Withers : There is much of human
nature in that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. I can rve-
member ounly one abolition of a tax. That
was when the Federal Government relieved
pairons of amusement places of the Federal
amusgements tax. Bat what happened? It was
tmmediately picked up by the State. If
loeal authorities allow the State Treasury
officials to get hold of these fees that will
be the end of them, as far as the loeat auth-
orities are concerned.

Mr. North:
too.

It means commission rule,
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I object to the
statement that additional taxes can be im-
posed on land. Those taxes have to be met
from industry and they are difficult to col-
lect today becaunse of the condition of our
primary industries, These cannot bear that
additional burden today. A land tax, whe-
ther it is imposed by the State or by loeal
authorities, does not fluetnate. It is a flat
tax that is imposed and has to be
collected whether the season is good or
had. I eannot perceive that any compen-
sation will be available to local aunthorities
if they onee forego this amount. The mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Doney)
has made a special study of this matter, hut
he is unfortunately absent. He has gone
with the Minister for Justice to a way
loan rally. I regret he is not here.

The Minister for Works: I do not miud
the debate heing adjourned.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am grateful to
the Minister. I am sure the member for
Williams-Narrogin would like to have some-
thing to say. He may not agree with my
views. This cannot bhe regarded as a party
matter by any streteh of ihe imagination. In
the interests of local aunthorvities I have
oppoased this suggestion cvery time it has
heen hefore the House, beeause I feel that
once they allow this revenune to go it will bhe
diffienlt for them to recover it. We have no
richt to allow the Grants Commission to
tell us how we are to raise our revenwe.
TWestern Australiz is the second highest
taxed State in the Commonwealth. If we
have to go as mendieants to the Federal
Treasurer and ask for money, and the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission iz going to
call the tune every fime, we shall he in a
hopcless position. We ought to take a stand
against that kind of thing. I am expressing
only my personal opinion.

The Minister for Works: We took a
stand against it and it was a very expensive
stand.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think we
have ever told the Commission that we have
for a long time paid from £22000 to £25,000
a year into Consolidated Revenue. After
all that is where the interest and sinking
fund comes from, and we are imposing taxes
out of proportion to those imposed by other
States.  The very States "the Commission
talks about are taxed on a very low basis,
except Queensland which is & very highly
taxed State. Victoria, however, is the low-
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est taxed State in the Commeonwealth and
taxation in New South Wales is also low.
Those States are wealthier and have a denser
population, and density of population
counts in the carning capacity of a State.
Tho Comrmission should bear that fact in
mind. I am concerned ahout the future
Under this Bill the money will be paid into
Consolidated Revenue and an equal amount
will be paid out of the petrol tax. The day
may not he far distant, however, when the
peirol tax money will not be available. The
present  Federal Treasurer—and future
Federal Treasurers for that matter—may
have the greatest difficulty in securing sufft-
cient money to do all they want to do. I
would not be the least snrprised to find the
States being asked to agree to the cancella-
tion of the agreement entered into.

The Minister for Works: They do it dif-
ferently. We get 3d.. out of 1ls. 2d. We
used to get 3d. out of 714d. They have
gone up and up.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I know, hut at the
same time that money may have to go
altogether. Looking to the future—and the
very near future—my sympathy goes fo the
Federal Treasurer; I do not care who he is,

The Minister for Works: Minc goes to the
State Treasurer.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: T know it does,
hut I am sure that the Sfate Treasurer’s
views arc the same as mine, namely, that
wo must make sure that we are playing our
part in hastening the termination of this
war, He agrees with me beeause I have
heard him cxpress himsclf along those lines,
He has said that whatever money can he
made available to the Federal Government
musi he made available. I would not com-
plain if the Federal Government asked for
this petrol tax money to he returned to i
in order that it might have sufficient to
equip men going oversea.

The Minister for Works: You are very
much coneerned about the local amthorities
and the Federal authorities, yet you are a
memhber of the State Parliament.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. The
Government does not require this money
hecause it had a surplus of £11,000 last year
and this year has less claim on the money.
I know the Speaker will not allow me to
talk about the unemployed, but work has
been provided for the unemployed from this
source. The Minister for BEwmployment
made a statement the other day that
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there were only 18 men dependent
on the State for sustenance. Our troubles
in connection with wunemployment have
disappeareld and there is no justification
for this measure today. 1 accept my respon-
sibility as a member of the State Parlia-
ment. At the same time I do not consider
that we should take money from the same
people the Federa]l Government is taxing,
the State ix taxing and the local aunthorities
are taxing. I am prepared to accept re-
sponsibility tor anything I say. I objecc to
heing coerced into agreeing to legislation
gimply becanse the Grants Commission
wants to tell us how to run this State, which
is managed as well as is any other State.
T objeet to the Grants Commission coming
to us with & threat, and telling us that if
we do not alter our procedure we will not
receive assistanec.

The Minister for Works: How did South
Australia get so much?

Hon. N. Keenan: Tt is perfectly marvel-
lous!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T de not know.
South Australia reecived a terrific sum of
money, and a tremendous number of people
in South Anstralian are employed on Com-
monwealth works. The consequence is that
the lability on industry in South Australia
to provide employment must be considerably
less and Western Australia is a more highly
taxed State. T agree with the hon. member
that it is marvellons. The Grants Commis-
sion says the State Government is antions
w take this action. T know it is. That is
why it has introduced a Bill of this kind
on three oeeasions. T agree that this Bill is
slightly different from the last one, hut the
amount is somewhai similar.

The Minister for Works: Tt is a =mall
amount. The amount is £€28,000, which is
only 2215 per cent.

Hon. (. (3. LATHAM: The Anditor
Qeneral shows the amount.
The Minister for Works: Oh no! That

is what we colleet this yvear. It is only for
thi= vear. The amount has been consider-
ably redueed,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: it has bheen re-
dueed, but not verv much. T was surprised
at the amount of traffie fees colleeted, taking
imo consideration the imposition of petrol
yostrictions,  The  distribution  to  lneal
anihorities last vear vas £114,086.

The Minister for Labour: Lot somcone
move that the debate be adjourned.

.of tho situation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I am quite wili-
ing. I would like to give the member for
Williams-Narrogin an opportunity to speak
on the measure.

MR. McDONALD (\West Perth) [5.19]:
Hitherto I have opposeua this type of leyis-
lation. It appeared to me to be of no real
significance, and did not involve any addi-
tional taxation. It did not involve the road
districts or the loeal authorities in the coun-
try being called upon to pay any additional
taxation in order to meet some of the inter-
est charges on the loans raised by the State
for road construction. I have always
thought the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion—and I say this with due respeet to the
commission-—attached too much importance
to the mere headings under which these par.
tieular items of revenue and expenditure
happened to he in the State’s accounts; bhut
in view of the attitude adopted by the Com-
mission in its last veport I have come to the
ronclusion that we must take a realistic view
In the last report it was
not clear that the deduwetions made in the
amount of the grant, which we would other-
wise have got, were oecasioned eniively, or
mainly, by this particnlar matter of eontri-
hations towards the intorest and sinking
fund of our loan expenditure for roads. But
this time it 1s beyond all doubt that we have
heen penalised to the extent of £65,000 in
the amount of our grant, hecause we have
not made some provision which the Grants
Commission thinks we should make to allo-
eate part of our traffic fees towards meeting
the liahility of servicing this class of loan.

The Minister for Works: We have heen
pennalised to the extent of £65,000,

Mr. MeDONALD: 1t is true that we have
heen penalised to that extent, and I apree
with the Minister that the irresistible in-
ference from the veport of the Grants Com-
mission is that if we take steps to eowply
with what it veferred to as the proper
niethod of dealing with this liability for loan
interest, then the penalty imposed hy this
report will not be imposed the next time
the amount of the wrant ix under considera-
tion,

On this oceasion T do not intend to oppose
the Bill. I am fortified in that determina-
tion because it is a Bill for one year only.
It cannot he repeated next year without the
consent of Parliament. It applies only to
the enrrent venr. Before nexi year arrives
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I hope Parlinment will have received some
clarification of the position from its dis-
cussions with the Grants Commission. The
Minister stated that this Bill is more
or less forced upon Parliament by the
attitude adopted by the  Commission.
Because it has been forced upon Par-
Tliament, I am supporting it; or, lo put
it another way, I am not opposing it. I
make that very clear. I am not opposing
it, under protest. The Grants Commission
was set up by a Federal Act of 1933. That
Aet coniains no directions whatever as to
the basis upon which the Commission may
recommend assistance to the various States.
It only appoints the tribunal and authorises
it to act. The Commission operates under
Section 96 of the Federal Constitution,
which empowers the National Parliament to
make grants of financial assistance to
any portienlar State. Again, Secetion 96
does not specify the hasis on which those
grants are (o be made.

The Grants Commission has, by and
large, adopted a basis commonly called the
‘‘needs”’ basis, We are to be kept, more
or less, afloat; we are not to he allowed to
sink too far below the standards of other
Btates. We are expeeted to use all proper
exertions to look after ourselves. If we are
not sufficiently active and do not make
these exertions, then we are to be stirred
up by a series of penalties or fines. That
is the basis adopted in the past, and it is
still substaniially the basis of the Grants
Commission’s vecommendalions.

I desire to say a word or two on this
matter, because it is one of great bmport-
ance, The Grants Commission says it does
not presume to dietate the finanecial policy
of the claimant States. In effect it is do-
ing so. T have a respect for the Granis
Commission. Its work has bheen valunable,
and its views useful. Its investigations
have been of distinet value to our State,
and T fee! sure the Commission will be of
value in the futnre,

The Minister for Works: A proper andit
of accounts is always valuahle,

Mr. MeDONALD: Criticism of a econ-
strnetive and helpful nature by people ont-
side the State is of great valne. We were
under a clond, so far as the Grants Com-
mrission was concerned, for some years be-
cause our taxation was not high enough;
we did noi st that time tax our people on
the same standard as did other States.
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Under the influence of the Grants Commis-
sion, fo s¢me extent, we have overcome that
position. We have become, as the Leader
of the Opposition said, the second highest
taxed State in Ausiralia. For that position
the Grants Commission, as well as the Gov-
ernment, must take responsibility, Has
that policy of the Grants Commission been
a wise onef We are so highly taxed now
that we are not an attractive proposition
for capital and new industries. We must
reatise that. We have a demand here, but
ours is a very small home maiketl as com-
pared with the home markets in other
States. In addition to our geographieal
disadvantages and the handicap of our
small population, we compare unfavourably
with all the other States of Australia in
the matter of taxation rates except Queens-
land.

If this State is to advance at all, it seems
to me it can only do so by being made at-
tractive, and so enconraging fresh people,
eapital and industries. Tt ean only do that
by being established in Australia as the
land of opportunity as it unce was years
ago. The attitude of the Grants Comris-
sion in complaining of our low rate of taxa-
tion per hend in the past has been to bring
us to a position where, as compared with
the older and more closely populated States,
we are handieapped and our prospects of
development are preatly reduced. The den-
sity of population in Vietoria is 40 times
that of Western Australia. Comparisons
with Victoria, New South Wales, and even
South Australia and Queensland, ave quite
untenable.  While Parliamont may pass
this Bill to comply with, if not the de-
mands, at all events the moral pressure of
the Grants Commission, the opportunity
should be foken, especially as a new
chairman has been appointed to the Com-
mission, to try to persnade it to re-
orient its outlook towards this State and ita
view on the functions to he exercised in
relation to help rendered to Western Ans-
tralia.

The Minister for Works: You might get
hack to the suggestion by the member for
Nedlands, for example,

Mr, McDONALD: That may be so. I
hope the members of the Grants Commission
will take the opportunity to read the reports
of the debates in this House on the Bill and
will give consideration to ounr regnectfnl
ohjection, whieh is none the less forceful
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hecause it happens to be couched in respect-
ful language, that the only hope for the
population of Western Australia is that the
colmmission will endeavour to see that con-
ditions are made sueh that the State will
provide some attraction to people and capi-
tal. If that is not done Western Australia
will always be a sparsely populated, primary
producing State, and will constitute a ser-
tous weakness not only in the economy of
the Commonwealth but in the defence of
Australia as well,

There is something more to be said, and
it is that the people of Western Australia,
who have carried on with commendable
courage in the past and who have a per
capita produelive capacity exceeding that
of any other State of the Commonwealth,
will commence to lose some of their courage
and hope for the future that have sustained
them in the past. It is now or never for
Western Australia. One resnlt of the war
is the creation of immense new industries
which, if it had not been for the present
hostilities, would not have been established
in Australia for many vears to come. Be-
cause time is the essence of the contract,
those industries have been almost entively
concentrated in the Eastern States. If the
Grants Commission does not realise that
trend and, throogh its recommendations,
apply some economic action, then the futnre
of this State will not be nearly as hright
as it should he. ’

Tt is not always good to be an optimist
in the face of reality. At the present time
we are passing through a dangerous erisis
respecting the futnre of our State, and this
is due to the abnormal conditions resalting
from the war. Unless a broad and national
view of the positien is taken by the Com-
monwealth Parliament and by the Grants
Commission which advises it, as well as by
the Eastern States, then there will he fas-
tened on toa Western Australia for an inde-
finite number of years the role of the poor
relative of the richer States.

Mr. Marshall: Western Australin will be
the wood and water joev for the Eastern
States.

Mr. MeDONALD: Yos. Now is the time
when we should make the strongest pos-
sible representations to the Grants Commis-
sion a5 to how we stand, and those rvepre-
sentations should be made to the National
Parliament as well. T shall support the
Bill—or perhaps T should rather say that

[ASSEMBLY.)

I am not opposing it—under protest and
hecause its operations are to he confined
to one year omly.

My, Marshalt: Are you sure of that?

Mr. MeDONALD: I accept the Minis-
ter's assurance that it is to operate for
one year only, and that assurance is in
accordance with the wording of the mea-
sure, Should that not be the position, the
next Parliament will eertainly have some-
thing te say about the matter. May I com-
ment hriefly on the statement of the Grants
Commission that the passing of this legiskn-
tion will mean an inerease of £65,000 to
Western Australin?  That means that the
Commission is prepaved to grant us £65,000
more merely for an entry in the ledger, as
the member for Murchison (Mr, Marshall)
would say. If that is the position, it is
cheapy money—and I am prepared to take
it. At the same time, I protest agnimst
money being poid to us merely heeause we
put an cntry in the ledger or transfer an
item from one page to another. That is
only playing with the real issue, It iz deal-
ing with trivialities eompared with the hig
problems of this State and its people. I
hope the Grants Commission will tackle the
Intger issues. Should it do so, we «hall
have no need to worry very much ahout haok
entries.

I want to add one more point. I do not
necessarily endorse the proposed method of
eonuplying with the eritieisim or suggestions
of the Grants Commission. Parliament may
adopt the course outlined in the present Bill
for this one year. Should the matter come
hefore us again, we might refuse our coun-
sent.  As to the manner in which we pro-
vide funds from various sourees to service
the dcht that has heen eontracted for road
construction, I am not satisfied that the
course sugoested is the hest. However,
without possessing fuller knowledge of the
subject and having at hand the benefit of
the adviee the Minister can ohtain from his
offieers, T am not prepared to suggest a bet-
ter alterpative. T think there may be such
an alternative and if we are to bhe asked
to do anything of this sort in the future then
any such alternative eould well be eon-
sideved. That is my attitude, and for that
reason T shall not oppose the second read-
ing of the Bill,

On motion by JMr. Seward, debate ad-
jonrned.
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BILL—LAND DEAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 30th Oectober.

MR. McLARTY (Murray - Wellington)

[3.87]): I am prepared to support the sec- .

ond reading of the Bill but with some quali-
fications. The measnre will give the Minister
power to contrel all drains that have heen
constructed by the Government in proclaimed
drainage areas. I also appreciate that it is
useless to spend money on drains uvnless
they are maintained. When introducing the
Bill the Minister informed the House that
over £1,000,000 had bheen spent on drainage
operations, and it is true that a single settler
could upset the whole of the drainage sys-
tem of a district. There will always be
need, so long as there are drains, for their
mainienanee. The principal Aect reqgnires that
before a drainage avea can be constituted a
majority of the settlers affeeted must he in
agreement with the course suggested. T am
afraid that in the past the farmers have not
always been given the opportunity fo agree.

The Minister knows that the drainage
works have been a great employer in the
past, and sucecssive Governments have
sought that class of works in order to pro-
vide employment. To abhsorb large bodies
of the unemployed, drainage operations have
been put in hand. In order to get to work
quickly men so employed, property owners
have not been given the opportunity to ob-
ject to the proposed works being earried
ont. Naturally I agree that those undertak-
ings have been responsible for a great im-
provement in the rural areas, and have
plaved an important part in the soccessful
development of the South-West, Thousands
of acres of land that were waterlogzed and
produced very little are now productive and
amongst the best pasture land in the South-
West.

I was pleased to hear the Alinister say
that, if the Bill becomes law, it will not in-
flict the slightest hardship or inconvenience
on any farmer. I do not doubt the Minister’s
word; nevertheless T am glad to have that
statement in black and white Leeanse some
day other Ministers will be in charge of
country water supplies and the statement
may be very useful. I hope, however, that
to refer to it will not be necessary. No
doubt the objeet of the Bill is to eollect
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more drainage rates and rope in a larger
avea. The Minister told us that insufficient
rates were heing collected to cover the main-
tenance cost of drains. I ean understand
that, but I hope he has no intention of trv-
ing to collect suflicient rates to cover main-
tenance on over a million pounds worth of
drains.
The Premier: Why should he nott

Mr. McLARTY: Now the Treasurer is
coming into the argument! Farmers served
by drainage are not in a position at present
to bear the cost of the whole of the mainten-
anee in the areas now being served.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If the farners in the
South-West cannot do it, thev eannot do it
anywhere.

Mr. MeLARTY : T do nol think the Min-
ister intends to gather the whole of the
maintenanee cost on over a million pounds
worth of drains.

The Minister for Works: The farmers are
not charged interest and sinking fund on
the eapital. They are rated only to main-
tain the drains, and they will not pay that.

Mr. M¢LARTY: 1f it is the Minister’s
intention to collect sufficient money to keep
the whole of the drainage system in order,
the formers will certainly suffer hardship
and inconvenience. The Minister knows per-
fectly well that a number of drains pass
through Crown lands and that for their pro-
vision extra money has been spent. I do
not think the Minister wounld expect the
farmers to mainlain the drains that pass
through Crown lands.

The Premier: If they did net, they would
get the water on their own land.

Mr. McLLARTY : The Premier should bear
in mind the indirect retwxrn. Reference to
the indiveet return canses the Premier to
smile, but I shall mention it. Unquestion-
ably the indireet return to the Government
as a result of these works is enormous. As
T have pointed out, these works have pro-
vided the most remunerative employment of
any public works that have been put in
hand. I think the Premier will agree with
that statement. Such works have been
sought for because thev were remunerative.
These facts should he borne in mind when
drainage rates are heing struek in future.
I appeal to the Minister to keep the rates
down to the lowest possible level. The pre-
sent is not an opportune time to load the
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man on the land with additional taxes. I
presume that all the main drains will be
nationalised.

Mr. Fox: Are you advocating national-
isation?

Mr. McLARTY: The farmer cannot he
expecited to maintain main drains, and I
do not think the Minister wonld ask it of
him, but we would bhe wise to define what
are main drains. I wish the Minister would
introduee a frrther amendment of the Aet
to exelude town blocks. It is not fair thas
a townsite shonld he included in the drain-
age area. So far as I know, town blocks
do not derive any benefit from drainage.
Road boerds have a right to tax the town
blocks and the taxzing of such areas should
be left to the local authorities.

The Premier: But for the drainage, some
of those town blocks would be inundated
and good for nothing.

Mr. McLARTY: I agree that drainage
generally has henefited the towns, but the
actual taxing of town blocks for drainage
shounld be left to the local authorities.

I agree that the Minister shonld be em-
powered to fx by by-law the commencing date
of the financial or rating year, The reason
he gave was sound. It is necessary that
the apreal committee should view the land
when the water is on it. It would be of
no use for the committee to view it, say,
in Oectober. Regarding appeals generally,
there is no doubt that a larger area will he
rated and there will probably be appeals.
The Draindage Appeal Committee at present
concists of the Hydraulic Engineer, the
Engineer in charge of drainage in the SBouth.
West, the Irrigation Expert, and an aceount-
ant from the Poblic Works Department, all
of them officers in the Minister’s department.
Recentlv the Minister has acerded to a re-
quest frequently made to him hy me that
the farmers in the various distriets should
be given representation on the committee.
Now, when an appeal is made, a representa-
tive of the farmers in the district affected
sits on the appeal committee.

The position is that the men who earry
out the work and assess the value of the
work are those to whom the farmer has
to appeal if he is not satisfied with the
rate imposed upon him. Then, if the de-
cision poes against him, he can appeal to
a maeistrate. T suggest to the Minister that
he should further amend the Aect regard-
ing the appeal, and should agree to the ap-
pointment of an arbitrator instead of n

[ASSEMBLY.]

magistrate. A magistrate bas no practical
experience of benefits derived from land
draining. I have known of cases where the
magistrate has gone out to inspect the land,
but I should say that for such a purpose
the land should be inspected, and the bene-
fits derived from its drainage assessed by,
a man having knowledge of the subject.
Trne, the magistrate hears evidence; but
the question is one for a practical man to
decide. Therefore it would be better to
have an arbitrator with practical knowledge
of drainage than to have a magistrate.

Another provision asked for by the
Minister—-and one which I think he should
be given—is the exemption of minor works
from the lengthy and cumbersome procedure
prescribed by the Aet before works of any
magnitude ean be undertaken. The maxi-
mum amount for minor works, however,
should be specified. An engineer might de-
cide to go on a man’s property and to
spend £1,000 on putting a drain through
the land, and in doing so he might eut the
land about considerably. The engineer

" might contend that this was a minor work,

but in the mind of the farmer it would be
a major work., Therefore I suggest to the
Minister that the Bill should define what is
a minor work. I would recommend works
not exceeding in cost £400 in any one year.
I believe the Minister would be wise to
aceept such an amendment, hecause 1 feel
sure that arguments will arise as to what
eould be termed minor works on the one
hand and major works on the other. The
amendment wounld go a considerable way to
clavifv  the position and ensure smooth
working of the measure.

Onee azain 1 express the hope the
Minister will not reach out with heavy taxa-
tion for maintenanee rates, but that he will
be considerate to settlers in the drainage
areas. It is only now, really, that such
settlers are reaping the bhenefit of drainage;
and at present they are not in a position
to hear any further heavy taxation. T sup-
port the second reading of the Bill

MR. WITLMOTT (Sussex) [5.35]: Hav-
ine read the Bill carefully, T helieve it will
affect avens within my electorate. Un to the
nersent. Sussev has heen onts=ide anv Arain-
age area or drainage hoard, but Clavse 3
rrovides—

I# anv drain or works has or have been con-

steueted, nartly constructed or improved by the
Crown whether before or after the commence-
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ment of this Aet in any portion of the State
at a time when sueh portion of the State was
not comprised in a drainage distriet consti-
tuted under any Act repealed by this Act or
under this Aet . . . any sueh drain or works
aforesaid shall, for al]l purposes of this Act,
be deemed to have been constructed under the
previsions of this Aet . . . .

Those words, in my opinion, would include
the Busselton district and the whole of the
Vasse Estuary area. My electors are quite
aware that, as the Mimster said when intro-
ducing the Bill, the existing drain in my
clectorate drains all the flat plain country
between the hills and the coast. Undoubt-
cdly it has improved that country; but in
doing so it has ecaused much hardship to
settlers right on the coast, because before
the draining of thai country those settlers
used to get the water soaking through from
the plain country. Now, however, all the
winter water is carried straight to the sea,
severe hardship thus being caused to the
settlers during Lhe summer months,

T am aware that the Minister is acquaint-
ed with the position regarding the Vasse
Estuary, as I bave spoken with him any
times on that aspeet. The drains were put
in when group settlement first started. The
country had to be drained because it was
found, after the land had been repurchnsed
for group settlement, that it was too wet
during the winter wmonths. For that reason
it had to be drained; and in draining it the
Government took the water straight out to
sea, whereas prior to this drainage the
water used to run down the Vasse River
into the Vasse Estuary, and remained there
for a longer period at a greater depth than
it does now. The drain having heen carried
straight to the sea, very little water goes
into the Vasse Estuary. The Minister for
Works has frequently been requested to
put in boards where the flood gates stop the
salt water from coming into the Abba River
aren, the effect of the boards being to held
the fresh water back for a long period.

If the Bill passes, that work eould pro-
bably be done as a minor work, as it will
cost only a small amount. The engineers, I
believe, have stated that it would be a small
job which eould be done at very low cost.
T know that all the settleas on the Vasse
Estaary would welcome that work, but I
also know that all the settlers, both in the
drained area at the back and in the area on
the Vasse territory, are strongly opposed to
paying any drainage rates.
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The Minister for Works: They always
arel

Mr. WILLMOTT: Their view is that

though drains may have had to be put in
after the land wag taken for group settle-
menl, they were indispensable if the
land was to be made at all productive.
Therefore I do not see that the settlers
should be required te pay any drainage
rates whatever. As I said here recently,
the settlers are doing modcrately well; but
that is no reason for casting further taxa-
tion upon them. They are only just begin-
ing to come into their own. A great deal
of hardship would be caused to them if fur.
ther rates were imposed on them now. T
really do not know whether I shall support
or oppose the second reading of the Bill. I
fully agree that all this drainage is needed,
but the settlers in my electorate also require
that the water should be held back for a
longer period in the early part of the som-
mer, Tf that benefit is obtained there would
be something in the drainage scheme. I
trust that the Minister, when replying to the
debate, will state what is the position; and
then T shall be able to do whal 1 consider
right on behalf of the settlers in question.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.9]: T realise
that in respect to exceedingly large areas of
this State, drainage is the one hope of sal-
vation. Undoubtedly, enormous guantities
of wafer are lost each year, which means
there can be no prosperity or snecess in
those areas; there can only he preat diffi-
culty in trying to make a living. If the Gov-
ernment would go even further than is now
intended, I am sore widespread prosperity
would prevail in the State. Time after time
Western Australia has been compared to
California; but it vesembles California
onlv asx regards eclimate. We have not
the opportunity here which exists in Cali-
fornia to turn arid land into fertile,
smiling country. The more vigour the Gov-
ernment puts into this work, the more pros-
perous will the State become. There are
numerous gullies across whiech eould be
thrown walls or weirs, whose absenee at pre-
sent means that water runs to the sea and
is lost. I recall a tour that I made with the
C. J. de Garis Press party throughout the
Sunraysia distriets, through Mildura and
some of the Darling River country into South
Australia,. We saw what great progress had
been made there hecaunse of the realisation
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by Governments that water would turn arid
country into arable land. In the old days,
Chaffey Bros. faced tremendous problems.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member
will connect that with the Bill

Mr. SAMPSON : Yes, Mr. Speaker. I am
surprised at your suggesting

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! There is noth-
ing to be surprised about. I want the hon.
member to connect his remarks with the
Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: This work should ve-
ceive every encouragement from those who
have the future prosperity of the State at
heart. I wish the Government could see ils
way to extend these drainage works further
north, so that water which at present is
wasted can be put to use. We shonld then
have a tremendous inerease in output of
stone fruits and vine fruits, and our dried
fruit industry would he stimulated. The
time is not far distant when larger quan-
tities of those products will he required. 1
trust, therefore, that the Government will
proceed with this drainage work and extend
it even further than is at present intended.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—RIGHTS IN WATER AND IRRI-
GATION ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reporfed without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-FIRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT,

(onneil’s Amendment.
Amendment made by the Council now
eon=ulered.
In Cowmmsttee.

My, Marshall in the Chair; the Min-
ister {or Lhe North-West in charge of the
Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHAIRMAXN: The amendment nuule
hy the Council is ag follows:—
]Clnuse 2—Add the following proviso to the
clanggi—

Provided that for the purposes of this
subsection the term ¢‘Annual estimated
expenditure’’ shall not inclede any moneys
expended or proposed to he expended in
velation to or arising from either directly
or indireetly war or warlike operations.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I do uot propose to agree to the
amendment beause it will hinder the opera-
tions of the board without achieving the
objective of the mover. Subsection 2 of
Section 41 of the Aect stipulates the source
from which the revenue of the Fire Brigades
Board is to be derived. If the amendment
is agreed to the board’s operations will be
restrieted. It appears to me that shoubd
the amendment be passed and a fire oecur
in one of the big emperiums in the eity, «
nmeeting of the board would have to be ealled
te decide whether the fire was ecaused hy
sabotage, by a bomb from an aeroplane, or
by some other cause, hefore the Dhrigade
vould be sent to the scene of the outbreak.

T defy anybody to place a different inter-
pretation on the amendmeni, That may be
drawing a long bow, but it is something that
could happen. Again, the onus is en the
hoard itself to decide just what expenditure
it antieipates for the forthcoming 12 months.
The board being composed of very sensible
men, I do not expect that it will propose to
spend huge sums of money. on unwarranted
machinery or deviees for fire-fighting. Al-
ready there has been expenditure on extra
eontrivances, pumping plant, ete., in antici-
pation of hostilities, but these facilities
were bought and paid for hy the Civil
Defence (ouncil under the Civil De-
fenee (Emergeney Dowers) Act, and not by
the hoard. The extra pumping plant was
handed over to the Fire Brigades Bourd ns
custodians only. I eannot imagine the board
huying extra appliances from its revenue
when it knows the Civil Defence Council has
undertaken te do so. Furthermore, the Fed-
eral CGovernment is nssisting the Civil De-
fonce Council in the purchase of equipment
for A.R.P. work, and if amendments of this
iype are included in our legislation Federal
co-operation will be discouraged.

If the board should happen to think it
necessary to spend money on some fore-
shudowed event, all it would have to do
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would be to suggest to the Minister, through
its estimates, that £25,000 or £30,000 ov
£50,000, as the case might be, should be
spent on some particular implement deemed
to be neeessary under normal conditions. No
Minister would refuse to agree with the
board if the board considered such a pur-
chase necessary. That is the only course
the board need take to defeat the object of
this amendment.

" Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I had nesarly concluded my re-
marks at the adjowrnment. T was saying
that I could see no virtue in this partienlar
amendment. I fear it will result in much
hindrance in the general administration of
the Fire Brigades Board. In view of the
reasons I have already advanced, I move—

That the amendment be net agreed to.

Mr. CROSS: If this amendment i5 ac-
cepted, the Fire Brigades Board

Hon. C. G. Latham: We were going to
accept it, and now you prevent us.

Mr. CROSS: —could not spend anything
at all beeause it says that the annual esti-
mated expenditure shall not include any
moneys expended or proposed to be ex-
pended in relation te or arising from, either
directly or indirvectly, war or warlike opera-
tions. If a hombing raid took place in a week
or two’s time, it would be a warlike opera-
tion. The London Fire Brigade has put out
over 20,000 fires resulting from the war.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If we had one, it
would 20,001.

Mr. CROSS: The additional expense 1s
met by the Government. Ouwr Fire Brigades
Board would be prevented from spending
anything if this amendment were incorpor-
ated.

Mr. McDONALD: T did not know what
attitnde the Minister would take on this
amendment. We await the Minister’s view
on these messages from the Legislative
Council, before expressing ours when the
message comes before the Committee for
consideration. T do not like the wording
of this amendment. It is too wide. I infer
the intention is that if large expenditure
is incurred, or is fo be incurred by the Fire
Brigades Board for additional fire-fighting
appliances and additional fire precauntions,
which expenditure is entirely due to the
threat of war, then it should bhe a matter
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for the general publie, or the metropolitan
area, and pot for the insurance companies
or the State Government, or the loeal
nuthorities. After all, the main expenditure
in the way of precautions against hostile
action, which the Fire Brigades Board might
undertake, would be in the metropolitan
area. Two-ninths of that expenditure wouid
be met by a levy on all the loeal authorities
throughnut the State. The result would be
that the local authorities at Northam, Merre-
din, or Wiluna, would be called upon to
meet a share of the expenditure for special
precautions nndertaken by the Fire Brigades
Board to deal principally with a possible
danger from warlike action in the metre-
politan avea.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Northam itself might
he involved on account of the military camp
there.

Mr. MeDONALD: That is so. This is a
matter for the Commonwealth as part of the
war expenditure, or lor expenditure by the
Rtate. It is outside the scope of the inten-
tion of the Aect.

The Minister for Mines : The Civil Defencd
Council, through the Commonwealth Minis-
try, has already ordered equipment, to the
extent of abount £500,000.

Mr. McDONALD: Largely with Common-
wealth funds, the Civil Defence Council is
providing for the necessary equipment to
guard against hostile ection, That endorses
the principle T have mentioned. That i=
the opposite wo placing this expenditure on
the local authorities, or on the insuraneu
companies. It does not matter to the in-
surance companies hecause, by endorsements
on their policies, they are not liable for fire
eaused by enemy action. That step has had
to be taken by insnrance companies all over
the world, heeause the possible amount to re-
imburse people for the losses sustained
through enemy action would be so great that
they could not aecept the liablity under the
present premiums. In England, through the
Government, a eertain premium is levied on
property, which is paid into a fund and
woes towards indemnifying people who suf-
fer through hostile action. That again em-
phasises the principle I mentioned, that it
is a matter for the State. In England it is
a matter for the whole people; in Australia
for the Commonwealth or the States. I can
understand the Legislative Couneil drawing
the distinction between the normal expendi-
ture met, or taken into account in the pre-
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miums= charged by insurarce companies in
normal times, and the abnormal expenditure
due to hostile action for which no provision
is made in insurance premiums.

The Bill seeks to impose upon insurance
companies 53 per cent. of the expenditure
undertzken by the five brigades on aceount
of war conditions, for which no limit is pro-
vided. The Minister has pointed out that
the expenditwre might not be great should
the Commonwealth C(overnment consider
that the expcnse should be borne by the
conunupity as a whole. On the other hand,
the Fire Brigades Board might claim that
what had been done by the Civil Defence
Council or with the expenditure of Com-
monwealth funds was not sufficient, and
niight embark upon extensive additional
precautions whieh wounld be paid for from
its ordinary funds and a large proportion
ol that expenditure would have to be borne
by the insurance companies.

The Premier: But you must remember
that the board’s estimates have to be ap-
proved by the Minister before such expen.
diture counid be incurred.

Mr. McDONALD: I agree, byt what
would the Minister sav? If the Fire Bri-
gades Board declaved it was essentinl to
spend a further £€100,000 in the metropoli-
tan arca failing which the lives of the
¢itizens and property worth a large fipure
would be in grave danger, would not the
Minister decline to necept the responsibility
of ignoring such a recommendation? If
that eourse of aetion were foltowed by the
hoard, the insurance companies wonld have
te shoulder increased econtributions for
which they had made no provision in their
peace-time preminms, and a proportion
would have to be met hy the local autho-
rities without any previous provision hav-
ing heen made.

Hon. C. G, Latham: And new policies
would carry added premiums.

Mr. MeDONALD: If the companies had
to undertake additional expenditure they
wonld probably inerease their preminms.

The Minister for the North-West: Why
should they? Inereased premiums have not
been levied in South Anstralia.

Mr, MeDONALD: T do not know what is
done in that State, but T know that the in-
surance enmpanies here are regnired to
‘pay the hichest contribution levied in any
of the States of Australia exeept South
Anstralia, where the rates fixed in the de-
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pression period have been maintained ever
since. I urge the Minister not to dismiss
the Council’s amendment lightly for there
is something in the contention advanced.
With revised wording, the amendment
should be regarded as reasonable.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Very seldom do I find
myself in agreement with an amendment
made by the Council to an Assembly Bill.
I agree with the Council in this instance.
1 am not concerned about the insurance
companies, but I am regarding the position
of local authorities. When another mea-
sure dealing with civil defence was eon-
sidered, I was suceessful in seeuring an
amendment freeing, to a eertain extent,
loeal authovities from bearing part of the
cost of air raid precautions or other work
associated with the defence of this pari of
the Commonwealth. To be consistent I
must support the Council’s amendment
now. I regard any expenditure oecca-
sioned by the war or for the defence of the
Commonweallh as an ohligation of the
Federal Government and I do not regard
sueh expenditure as the respensibility of
the State Government or of local anthorities.
No one ean deny the faet that the respon-
sibility for the defence of Australia rests
entirely with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment,

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Like the member
for Perth, T have always contended that
expeuditure of the type under diseussion is
no responsibility of the loeal authorities.
War does not affeet us individnally but
collectively. Any expendilure involved
should be on a collective basis. T loathe
unloading expenditure on to the Common-
wealth,

The Premier: Defenee is really a Com-
monwealth matter.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: From one paint of
view, I suppose this may he regarded as
a defenece matter,

The Premier: It would arise from war
eonditions.

Hon. C. G. LATHAXM: T have previously
pointed out the eentres along the coast that
might be confronted with heavy expendi-
ture in the event of encmy action. Local
anthorities will be involved in extra ex-
penditure. and, in the event of any such
enemy action the insurance comnanies will
be involved in expense, which will mean
inereased premiums, Insuranee poliejes
have a currency of only one vear.
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Mr. Cross: Some of them could stand
reducing,.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The premiums are
calculated actuarily to provide a profit.

Mr. Cross: There are two different rates
operating in Perth now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We have been
fortunate in not having serious fires, but we
have only to get a big outbreak in some
part and the companies’ Labilities would be
very heavy.

Mr. Cross: The companies split the rsks.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I am aware of
that, but the preminms are fairly low.

Mr,. Cross: There are two rates in Perth.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, one for brick
buildings and one for wooden buildings,

Mr. Cross: There are two rates for brick
buildings.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: There might also
be two rates for wooden buildings; the pre-
miums depend upon water faeilities and
other considerations. This provision may
mean nothing in the long run. The fire bri-
gades are controlled by the Minister, and if
he thought expenditure was justified in the
interests of the people, the money would be
found somewhere. He would not be one to
load on to a few people a liability that
should be borne by all, If the people liv-
ing on the coast are exposed to war risks,
residents in other parts of the State should
make a contribution because the defence of
the whole of the Stute would be involved.
If we could get the Commonwealth to bear
the liability, well and good, but if nof, it
should be borne by the State.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The mover of the
ameadment in another place suggested that
the problem of finding the money should be
left open, but he referred to the experience
in England where a considerable amount of
damage has been done by bombing. On the
outhreak of war, steps were taken to nat-
ionalise the whole of the insurance risk in
Eingland, because otherwise it would have
been impossible to conduet operations to
extingumish fires. There were different bri-
gades with different appliances within a few
miles of each other, and they could not pos-
sibly b~ broughi together to combat an
outbreak of fire. Every owner of property
was compelled by law to insure to the full
insurable value of his premises in order to
create g fund, and then the Government
took the misk and compensated the owners
of premises destroyed by enemy action.
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The insurance companies would not be
liable for damage to the value of a single
penny 1f caused by enemy action. The posi-
tion is certainly complicated and cannot bo
solved by the acceptance or rejection of the
Council’s amendment. The solution would
be to compel all owners of property to in-
sure, and use the fund so created as a guar-
antee against war risks. There is no fund
in existence in this State for the compensa-
tion of any person for damage arising from
enemy action. If the fire brigades acquired
a lot of plant to deal with possible out-
breaks caused by bombing, those who had
insured against the ordinary risk of fire
would not be covered. Those who were
thrifty and wise and desirous of protecting
their property would be exposed to loss,
and those who had nof insured would pos-
sibly make some gain. I appeal to the Min-
ister to consider the whole matter. We can-
not shut our eyes to possible developments.
Tt is not only possible but even probable
that Perth will be bombed, and we should
take precautionary measures at once. The
only way to do that is to adopt the Englisk
scheme. The Minister should consider the
whole matter of dealing with an emorgency
that may be upon us, God knows when.

The Premier: That is an entirely differ-
ent proposition,

Hon, N. KEENAN:
we must face if.

Of course it is, hut

The Premier: The two questions could be
tackled separately.

Hon. N. KEENAX: The system of insur-
ance under which we are working will have
to go hy the board.

Mr. Raphael: The insurance companies
have been colleeting premiums for many
years, and are now going to get out of their
liabilities.

Hon. N, EEENAN: Some responsible:
officers in the United States of Americs,
according to Press reports, have fixed the
15th of this month as the srucial date,
At that date there will be, they expect, a de-
claration, made by a power, that will involve
us in the risk not perhaps of invasion but
certainly of bhombing.

The Premier: That aspeet should not be-
tackled on a Bill of this kind.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the member
for Nedlands is hardly in order.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I want the Minister
to eontemplate the laying aside of the Bill
and the addressing of himself and bis de-
partment to an emergency that may arise
on any day,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
mittee need not worry in connection with
this Bill whether the Fire Brigades Board
will ineur heavy expenditure on account of
a possible war position. At the last ARP.
conference this aspeet was thoroughly dis-
cussed, fire fighting being on the priority list
because it was appreciated that one of the
great dangers from a raid would be damage
by fire. Therefore the conference decided
on the need for standardised fire-fighting
machinery, so that it could be readily trans-
ferred from one State to another. A con-
ference of fire chiefs of the States, with two
cxpert advisers, sat for three days and ar-
vived at a standardisation which the Com-
monwealth accepted. The proposition of the
member for Nedlands is that the entry of a
new power inte the war must e taken into
consideration. The uecessary fire fighting
appliances have already been ordered from
America, and will be paid for by the Com-
monwealth and the States. We already have
a very fine fire-fighting cngine, and we be-
lieve that we shall get two or three more.

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST: There is nothing new in the argu-
ments put forward hy wmembers opposing
the motion, Evidently they did not listen
closely to what I said before the tea adjounin-
ment., I went to some trouble to point out
that the necessary additional machinery was
already in the custody of the Fire Brigades
Board, which, however, had not purchased
it. I stated the personnel of the board.
Some members seem to fear that the hoard
might propose some very heavy expenditure,
and that I would agree to it.

Hon. C. G, Latham: If it was necessary,

The MINISTER FOR THE XORTH-
WEST: The Fire Brigades Board consists
of representatives of loeal governing bodies,
fire insurance companies, and the Govern.
ment. Can membhers imagine such a hoard
asking me to agree to the expenditnre of
£100,000 for this purpese when the hoard’s
wembers represent the people who would
have to find the money?  Additional kre-
lighting machinery has heen purchased and
handed over to the Fire Brigades Board

[ASSEMBLY.}

without its costing the hoard one penny.
The amendment should not be agreed to.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister now
claims that after all this proposal is guite
harmless uand that there is no need for us to
worry about it. If such is the case, I do
not mind the redundancy of the Bill. How-
ever, the Minister went on to say that if the
people represented on the board had to
meet the expenditure, they would not do
certain things. If there was a necessity for
something, the board would find the money
from some source or other.

The Minister for the North-West: Why
have they not done it?

Hon. ¢. (i. LATHAM: Beecause there has
been no need to do it as yet. Should the
necessity arise the Treasurer, T dare say,
would be prepared to make the hoard an
advance, The board would not deliberately
horrow money merely in order to expend it.
A week ago I thought tliere was a possibility
that we might find something happening
here. At the moment Western Australia is
much more volnerable than are the Eastern
States, heeanse it is eloser to a eertain
power. The Minister’'s argument that the
board would expend money unnecessarily is
weak. The amendment would inspire greater
confidence in property owners, as it wonld
show them that the State is prepared to
stand bebind them. If this State is hombed,
in my opinion two of the most vulnerable
spots wondd be Geraldton and Northam. Be-
eause there is a large military camp at Nor-
tham, that town would probably be hombed
first,

The Minister for the North-West:
the amendment preveut that?

Hon. C. (i, LATHAM: No; hut it would
show the people at Northam that they at
least would not be called upon to meet all
the expense.

Would

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not azrecd to,

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported report

A counuittee consisting of AMr. Cross, Mr.
MeTdonald, and the Minister for the North-
Weat drew np reasons for not agreeing to
the Council's amendment,

Reasons adopted and a message aecord-
ingly retnrned to the Council.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th November; Mr.
‘Withers in the Chair.

Vote—Labour, £1,600 (partly considered}.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.23]:
There is only one aspeet of the Minister’s
administration on which I desire to make
one or two observations. I wish to refer o
the operation on the goldfields of the var-
ious Aets with which he is concerned. On
several occasions I have mentioned in this
House that although our shelves are chocked
with laws, there does not seem to be any
desire on the part of the Administration
to ensure that they are effectively cnforced.
That applies more acutely to the goldfields
than anywhere else, [There are compensa-
tion laws, price-fixing laws and laws relat-
ing to shops and factories and all of those
laws are given very close attention in and
around the metropolitan ares; but I regret
that only infrequently are visits made to the
goldfields area by deparimental officers con-
cerned in the enforcement of those parti-
cular laws,

For many years, sinee the revival in the
mining industry, overtures have been made
o the Minister for the appointment of some
special officer to see that those laws are, as
far as is humanly possible, enforced on the
goldfields.  Althongh assurances and pro-
mises have been given, appointments have
not yet been made. I know that the Minis-
ter may have experienced difficulty in ob-
taining suitable officers for this particular
work on the goldfields, but I assure him that
the time is long overdue for such appoint-
ments to be made. After careful considera-
tion and investigation he should by this time
have been able to find men sunitable for the
job, thus giving the people on the goldfields
a sense of security in regard to the admin-
istration of the laws to which T have re-
ferred.

The Minister for Labour: The Govern-
ment recently decided to appoint an officer
and is in process of appointing one now.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have had eor-
respondence to that effect from the Minister,
but many months have elapsed sinee that
information came inte my possession.

The Minister for Labour: That decision
was made recently.

[e2j

1745

Mr. MARSHALL: I am delighted to
know that is 50, as the people on the gold-
fields are becoming agitated because of the
deplorable position. Many men are em-
ployed in and around the goldfields and
there is no compulsory cover for them.

The Minister for Lahour:
recently been proseeutions.

Mr. MARSHALL: That indicates that
what I say is correct and that, so far as
our shops and faectories are concerned, there
is little or no control. I admit that we
have periodical visits from some officer of
the department, but that is not good enough
becanse the people of the Murchison realise
thai when an officer visits the district they
must do the best they can with him while
he is there, since they ave not likely to see
any more of him for a considerable time,
That does not satisfy them, So far they
have been extremely tolerant. I suggest to
the Minister that he use some discretion
in his choice of this officer. I favour the
appointment of a man with practical ex-
perience because it has to be realised that
in places where great distances must be
travelled and where the interests are at eon-
siderable variance, so to speak, with interests
in the metropolitan area, only a man with
practical experience can be suceessful.

There have

Men with theoretical knowledge are no
doubt good for the city area, because they
can solieit advice from other officers and
provision is made for them to secure infor-
mation cnabling them to carry out their
duties fairly thoroughly and efficiently. That
could not be done on the goldfields where
such officers would be far removed from
those particalar sonrces of adviee and infor-
mation, and I suggest that an expericnced
man—if he had the theoretical knowledge, so
much the better—would be the right type of
individual to choose for this task. If the
Mintster eannot secure a practical man who
has passed the necessary examinations in
shops and factories administration, [
suggest that he give consideration to
the appointment of an officer as an
indunstrial inspector, an officer with a
knowledge of the industrial Aects. He
need not bother about the factories be-
cause we could have periodieal visits, as we
do now, from a man competent in that par.
ticular line of inspection. What we really
dexire is a man thoroughly experienced in
industrial laws and their administration as
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well as being theoretically trained. A prac-
tical knowledge is, however, more important
than a theoretical knowledge,

The Minister for Labour: You need a
capable man for price-fixing control, foo, I
think.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Minister to
understand that if he proposes to seleet an
officer with a theoretical knowledge and
equipped with a practical knowledge as well,
he will find his task particularly difficult
without endeavouring to find a man upon
whom he ean impose the additional obliga-
tion of price-fixing. If the position on the
goldfields was that we had been gefting con-
stant care and eontrol, and administration
of these laws up to now, it would not be so
bad. Everything wonld be all right to that
exteni. The additional obligation of con-
trolling and enforeing the price-fizing laws
would be somewhat incidental to the officer’s
existing activities. But if a new man is to
be appointed to administer all these other
laws as well as price-fixing, he will have a
very husy time for a period at leasi. The
appointment is left to the Minister, and I
make the sugeestion for what it is worth. He
shonld not he over-enthusiastic about the
bheads of his department

Mr. Raphael: Hear, hear!

Mr. MARSHALL: —although I agres
that he must take their advice to a large
extent. Whoever is appointed to this posi-
tion will not have tram faeilities, nor is his
scope of travelling limited fo what it is in
the metropolitan area. The distance from
Leonora to Wiknna is 190 miles, from
Wiluna to Meekatharra 115 miles, from
there to Cue 80 miles, from Cue to Reedy's
36 miles and from there to Big Bell 18
miles, to Mt. Magnet 45 miles, and 90 miles
from Mt. Magnet to Youanmi. Those dis-
tances make it practically hopeless for this
officer to give effective serviece if he is not
well cquipped. Courts in these centres sit
about once a month., An officer mav arrange
to prosecnte in Wiluna, and it would not he
economical for him to remain in that town
until the day of the court proceedings. It
would be far more eeconomical for him to
20 on to one of the other towns and then re-
tourn, if a lengthy period was to elapse be-
tween the issuing of the summons and the
hearing of the ease.

T wani the Minister to watch this matter
~losely beeause, if he appoints an officer who
will he wasting a lot of his time travelling,
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he will not give the efficient and satisfactory
service that we desire. This officer will be
put to much greater expense than officers
vperating in closer proximity to the meiro-
politan area would be. These features must
be given consideration. I understand that
some of these officers receive between £6 and
£7 a week. The lowest paid man on the
mines gets that mueh—the boy. From that
Fact can be gauged the cost of living in these
places. It is not fair to ask am experienced
man to earry all this authority, do his job
conseientiously and remain honest and just
towards his employers, if he is noi suffi-
eiently rewarded.

Mr. Sampson: You do not reward men to
keep them honest.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister will need
to keep close watch on his departmental
heads who will try all they ean to eut down
expenses. We have waited a long time on
the Murchison for this appointment, and
have been very tolerant. JMueh injustiee
has been experienced hy thousands of work-
ers over a period of vears in regard to lack
of administration of these laws and their
correct enforeement. Now that the Minister
has assured me that an appoiniment will he
made I hope he will give consideration to
the points T have raised, and aceept them as
being logical and sane. We do not want a
man appointed who, in the cirenmstances,
will find himself in the unenviable position
of not being able to give effective serviece
when appointed. With these few obser-
vations I am prepared to support the vote.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [8.35]: T list-
ened with a good measure of interest the
other night to the Minister for Labour
introducing the Estimates, hut at the
same time with a feeling at the back
of my mind that there was much to
be done in the department over which he
has control, much of which, I doubt if any-
one could do af present, however eager he
might be, and however capable. I do not
suggest for one moment that the Minister
does not wish to do everything possible.
I think, had it not been for the war and
the considerable amount of industrial
development that has taken place as a direct
result of it, he would have found his en-
deavours to develop secondary industries in
Western Australia not so snecessful as they
have been. I wonder, when the war is over—
it may be soon or it may he long, and we
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all hope the former—how the Minister will
find these factories and workshops, to which
he made reference, faring.

He referred, for example, to the small
arms factory to be apened at Welshpool.
He expressed the hope, but did not appear
to be able to go any further, that when
peace was restored, some use would be found
for that factory. It is hard for me to
understand or prophesy a use which conid
be made, during a long period of peace, of
a factory of that nature, which has been
erected for the employment of 1,500 men.
Our own population in Western Australia,
cven supposing it doubles, which is & most
unlikely eontingeney for some years to come
at any rate, will find it difficult to absorb
the output of such a factory, even if we
admit, for the moment, that it is compara-
tively easy, which 1 doubt, to turn from
swords to ploughshares; or from warlike to
veacetime operations,

Mr. Warner:
picks?

Mr. WATTS: Something like that. We
shall find that our factories, opened and
carried on as a direet result of the war, will
have to receive more support than it is pos-
sible for the people of our State to give, if
they arc to continue on this substantial
scale. We must face the position that there
has been equally great, or much greater,
development in the Eastern States of Aus-
tralia. Many of their factories will he in
the same position. They will want fo turn
from swords to ploughshares. We will face
the very keenest competition. We did not
find it easy prior to the war, and in faec
of the eompetition after the war I doubt if
we will find it easy to sell our goods in the
markets of the Eastern States; nor am T
optimistic after the expiration of the war,
beyond a year or two, of our ability to dis-
pose of the produets of these factories in
the older countries of the world. We may
be able to do so for a time. There has been
so much chaos and destruction in these old
countries that undoubtedly their output and
manufaciuring ability gill for a few years
he considerably restraixd. It is a fair as-
sumption that they will do their utmost to
restore their industries, hoth to the state of
efficiency and output that they were in be-
fore the war, and possibly try to increase
them in order to return some measure of
prosperity to their people.

From bayonets to tooth-
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I do not know that our industrial develop-
ment, mach as I would like to see it and
much as I desire fo encourage the Minister
in his cfforts regarding that phase, will be
able, at least insofar as that portion is con-
eerned that arises dircetly from the war, to
carry on in peace time in the manner in
which, while the Minister did not directly
say it would, he expressed the hope—if he
didd not even go further than that—would
be the experience. I do not think we should
lose sight of the distinef possibility of the
result to which T refer, and we should not
give the people reason to helieve that
these various industries, to which the Minis-
ter teferred, having Leen stavted during the
war and 8s a result of the war—in many
ipstances having been established for war
purposes—are likely, without question, to
continne operations afterwards. I hope
the position will prove to be hetter than the
Minister thinks it will, and I certainly hope
it. will be better than T imagine it will pos-
sibly he. Tt iz wise, I contend, not always
to expeet the hest but to be preparcd for
disappointment, in which event, should suc-
cess not be achieved, the disappointment will
not be nearly so intense as it would be if no
eonsideration had previously been given to
that possibility.

The Minister made some reference to the
efforts of his department towards the pre-
servation of industrial peace. Here again
I am not going to deny the efforts that have
undoubiedly been made by him, his offteers
and others associated with the depariment,
and which have been so suecessful, I admit,
in preserving industrial peace in Western
Aunstralia. I amn, however, more inclined to
compliment the workers and employery of
the State. I venfure the suggestion that
there is in no other part of the British Em-
pire any mgre law-abiding collection of
workers and employers than are to be found
in Western Australin. 1 doubt if there is
elsewhere any greater co-operation beiween
worker and employer than is apparent in
Western Australia—neither in any part of
eastern Australia or elsewhere. It is dis-
tinetly semething upon which both sections
of ounr industrial eommunity may be com-
plimented. Tt is something which will in
future—if it has not already, as 1 am sas-
sured it has—re-act quite favourably re-
specting the possibility of industrial devel-
opment in Western Australia, particularly
if that state of affairs eontinnes and may bhe
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~contrasted, as it is at present, with the Dbe-
haviour of gimilar people in other parts of
Australia. If that should be the position,
lit may serve to overcome to sume extent the
difficulties that will exist in respect of at-
tempts to retain, when the war ceases, indus-
tries which have already been started.

If there is anything that will induce people
to continue their industrial efforts in West-
ern Australia it will he, I suppose, the fact
that they are likely here to enjoy a substun-
tinl measure of industrial peace. It hay, of
course, to be recognised that the legislation
i force in this State for the preservation of
industrial peace, is not only good legislation
but is well administered, and partiealarly is
that so, I think, in respect of the work of
the Arbitration Court itself. In other parts
of the Commonwealth, however, legislation
of the same type has been enacted and is
based on exactly the same principles as is
our legislation, Nevertheless, we find that
clsewhere it does not work. I cannot believe
it is to be attributed altogether to the Arbi-
tration Court that the legislation works so
much better here, nor yet is that eredit to
be laid at the doors of the Minister and his
officers. I am of opinion that the reason is
that the people of Western Australia, taking
them by and large, are as good a class, taken
collectively, as we are likely to find any-
where else in the world in these times.

Mr. Needham: There is another reason for
industrial peace here.

Mr. WATTS: The hon. member ean in-
form the Committee upon that later on. The
two reasons I have advanced are those that
I know of, and they are satisfactory to me.

Mr. Fox: We are getting quite respectable
in Western Australia!

Mr. WATTS: The Minister also made re-
ference to workers’ compensation insurance
and the faet that he was now able, on ac-
count of the approval accorded the State
Government Insurance Office consequent up-
on the passage of legislation by this Parlia-
ment, to prosecute those employers who bad
failed to insure their workers in respeet of
injuries they might suffer in the course of
their employment.  The Minister did not
tell ihe Committee that the very faet that he
has had to lnuneh prosecutions is an indi-
ention that there are workers who are not
eovered hy the necessary policies. While
bhe may have prosecuted 15 employers—I
think that was the number he mentioned—
I venture to suggest that there may be 150
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or even 1,500 individuals who could he pro-
secuted if the faets were fully known. It
has always seemed to me necessary to formu-
late some system of insuring the workers
under the Workers’ Compensation Aet that
dill not involve the risk of there being, at
any given moment, some worker seriously
injured or killed in the course of his employ-
ment and who was not covered under that
Act, because his cmployer had failed to
carry out his obligations under the law and
the Minister and his officers had not been
acquainted with the faet at the time of the
occurrence.

That brings me to an argument I have
had on more than one oceasion with the
Minister for Labour, and up to the present
I have not succeeded in secaring from him
a satisfactory answer. So I propose this

evening again to put to him the same ques-
tion, and I shall inform the Committec as to
my reason. This is the fourth or fifth tirme
that T have directed the attention of the
Minister to the matter. The question I put
to him is this: YWhen does the Minister pro-
pose to earry out the reommendations of
the seleet committee, of whieh he was chair-
man, which was appointed by this House
and which sat in 19377 After concluding
its inquiries the seleet committer made the
following unanimous recommendation which
appears in paragraph 16 of its report:—

Yqu‘r committee believes that the compulsory
provisions of the Workers' Compensation Act,
and particularly the provisions of the Third
Scl'nedule thereto, support the theory that the
relief of injured workers and workers whose
health has been undermined by their empley-
ment, is in the nature of a social serviee and
should not he regarded as r businesa prapost-
tien in the usual meaning of the term. A
careful perusal of the report of evidence taken
by your committec will provide many instances
where witnesses have supported this view. Some
interesting proposals were made by certain
witnesses, whieh require much more careful and
expert consideration than ecan be given by the
members of your committes,

For the benefit of the employer and the
worker, the lowest cost eolleeted in the casiest
manner is very desirable where cover in respect
of aceidents arising out of or in the eourse of
employmont iy necessary, If compulgory third-
party insurance (vehicular aceidents) is pro-
villed for at any time, similar remarks would
apply. Your committee therefore feels that a
Roval Commission, having at least one aetnary
as a member, should he appointed to make the
most eareful investigntion into the whole mat-
ter, including the svggestions put before your
committee in evidenee and alse what is taking
place elzewhere, and to rolleet data and report
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fully as to the possibility of a workable scheme
so that Parliament may give consideration to
the matter. Your committee desires to record
its appreciation of the services given by Mr.
E. L. Wilson, of the State Insurance Office,
who aeted as secretary to the committee, A. R,
G. Hawke, chairman, 7th October, 1937,

One particnlar item of evidence which
helped the select committee, of which T was
a member, to bring forward that unanimous
recommendation was given by Mr. Jobn
Thomson, who was then general manager of
Westralian Farmers Ltd., and who was called
in his capacity of manager of iis insurance
department. In the course of his evidenece,
referring to unemployment and workers’
compensation insurance, he said—

None is scientific, and there seems to be need
for an attempt to place these services on a
scientific basis, It has heen found that the
cost is extremely heavy, and my eontention is
that it is foolish to use for that purpose insur-
ance machinery which, in itself, adds to the
cost so materially, Perhaps I might instance
what I have in mind.

In workers’ compensation insurance, apart
from the cost of securing the business in the
first place, there is a lot of detail work in put-
ting up proposals, ehecking the proposals, issu-
ing policies, collecting cheques and issuing re-
ceipts. This, in my opinion, is entirely unneces-
sary. If it were run as a fund and the insur-
ances collected in the same manner as hospital
tax and financial emergemey tax, which are
based on the wages pald, and the tax was paid
by the cmployer on behalf of the worker when
the wages were paid, you would have the whole
of the data necessary for running the depart-
ment, The mere payment would give the actu-
ary the information he required as to the wages
for whiech he had to provide protection, and
the cost would be negligible,

It would be casily policed. If an employer
failed to make the payments and an accident
occurred to an employee, it would be disclosed,
and a heavy fine would soon force other em-
ployers to ensure that they paid the tax, as
it might be termed, required in the cireum-
stances, I think the c¢ost of such a scheme
would be infinitely less than the cost of trying
to run it as an insurance scheme,

Tt might be held that the Government would
he taking undue risks, but I do not agree with
that, becanse if the risk appeared to be too
great for the fund, the Government could eall
for tenders from underwriters prepared to
undertake such proportion of the risk as the
Government wasz unwilling to retain.

Then the witness proceeded to deal with
third-party insurance of motor ears, on which
I will not touch. That was the evidence
which was tendered by Mr. John Thomson,
and was suhstantially responsible for the
recommendation of the committec that a
Royal Commission should be appointed to in-
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quire into this matter on the ground that
workers’ compensation insurance, heing of a
compulsory nature, was a social insuranee
which should be deait with in seme other
manner.

Mr. Needham: Did you expect that report
to be adopted by the department?

Mr. WATTS: I did not expeet it to be
adopted, but I did expect that the Minister,
having subseribed to the recommendation
of the select committee, would have a Royal
Commission appointed in accordance with
the recommendation. From many aspecta it
is desirable that we should find some better
system of eovering workers under the
workers’ compensation laws than we have at
the present time, some system which will
ensure, if it can be done, that every worker
is eovered—and this I think is the virtue of
Mr. Thomson’s suggestion—irrespective of
whether the employer has paid the tax or
premium or not, which is not the position’
at present.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: And irrespective of
how much the worker earns? _

Mr. WATTS: No, it would he based on
what he carns. Mr. Thomson stated in his
evidence that the employer should pay an
amount based on what the employee
carned. I am not saying that such a sys-
tem could be worked, but I suggest that
the idea is well worthy of consideration.
It was not only to me that the suggestion
appeared to be worthy of consideration;
otherwise the seleet committee would not
have adopted the recommendation. The
matter needs to be properly investigated
so that we might determine whether such
a system wonld be satisfaetory or not.

But four years have passed since that
recommendation was made. For two years
there was no means of even enforeing the
compulsory provisions of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, becanse there was no ap-
proved insurance company, hut for twe
vears there has been an approved office
and proseculions have taken place. Even
those prosecutions do not evidence that
every worker is covered and that there is
not going to be a case tomorrow or the
next day of some worker being sadly in-
Jured in the eourse of his employment, ounly
to find that he is not eovered by a policy
of insurance and that his employer is a
man of straw, It is high time that a period
was put to this state of affairs, if that is
possible, and the only way I ean suggest—T
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repeat that this is not my suggestion—is
the one mentioned in the recommendation,
or something like it, to which the Minister
for approximately four years has, so far as
I know—and I have rsked him two or three
times—refrained from giving any attention
at all.

The only other matter I propose to refer
to this evening is the need, if possible,
for bringing ahout some development of
secondary industry in the country areas of
Western Australia. Unfortunately we all
secm to he attacked—at least those in re-
sponsible positions—hy the desire of cen-
tralisation, which I feel sure should be dis-
couraged as far as possible. The Minister,
in the course of his remarks, said he fancied
Northam as the place for a factory where
linseed conld be processed into linseed oil
and similar products. He then thought
Spencers Brook would be a suitable place,
and then he said he had York and Beverley
in mind. After that, for rcasons which he
did not give, he said that the factory was
to be established in the metropolitan area.
Surely it we are to do anything with
secondary industries of any kind im the
areas oulside the metropolitan area, sub-
stantially they ean only he those which
are associated with the primary produetion
of the State.

We should be told hy the Minister what
were the real reasons—if there were any—
why this factory for the processing of lin-
seed was not placed in one of those four
areas to which he made reference. Why
should it be brought to the metropolitan
aren? Why shonld we fransport the pro-
duetion of 2,000 acres to the metropolitan
area before it ean be processed? Why
would it not be equally satisfactory—I
hope he will give ns this information—to
proeess it in the country and rail the
finished product to some other point of dis-
trihution? There are country distriets
where, if it were practicable for the people
to assist in the development of secondary
industries in some small way, they would
be only too enthusiastic and would offer
their assistanee both finaneially, if they
have the money, and in any other way
possihle.

So far as I can gather, there has heen no
co-ordinated effort to indicate to them whe-
ther there are any small industries which can
be developed. These industries, I suppose,
must arise more or less direetly from the
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primary production of one kind or another
which takes place in the areas I have indi-
cated; but the people of the districts have
not up to the present, as I say, had any
co-ordinated effort made to assist them in
considering these things, or to indicate to
them what they might do as regards devel-
oping cven in some small way the State it-
self and more particularly the pural aveas in
whieh they reside. We cannot, 1 submit,
visualise in the future a State which is go-
ing to be more ill-balanced from the aspeect
of population than our State is today. We
have at present, I think, some 48 per cent
of our population within a radins of 15
miles from the centre of the city of Perth.

Hon. C. & Latham: Forty-six per eent.

Mr. WATTS: And 46 per cent. is quite
bad enough. A couple of months ago I saw
it stated that the population of the State
had deereased by about 3,000 and ihaf the
population of the metropolitan area had in-
creased by about 800. Therefore it is fairly
obvious that the population of the country
areas had decreased by 3,800. I admit, of
course, that part of the decrease was due to
the removal from country districts of men
who have gone into the various forces of
the Crown; but unfortunately it is not very
encouraging to the country people, and not
a state of affairs which we can regard with
satisfaction. It is one that should have the
brake put on it by every means in our
power; and to me it seems essential thai
some effort should he made to let the folk
in the country know that more interest is
heing displayed in such development as ean
take place in their distriets. It is not going
to be a case, I trust, that because there might
be some reason, or some diffieulty which
may be overcome, industries directly wre-
lated to the primary production of their
distriels must be brought to the metropol-
itnn area—some difticulty or some reason
that has not heen explained.

The Minister for Labour: The hon. mem-
ber knows that one person living in the
country is worth six living in the metro-
politan area!

Mr. WATTS: That is poor consolation.
The Minister should go into the question of
appointing a sub-commitfee of the industries
committee already constituted, or preferably
a committee of the House, to try to formu-
late some scheme whereby there can be some
small-seale development of a desirable type
in the country areas of Western Australia.
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If he will do that, he will not find himself
in any argument with me. I shall be only
too pleased to co-operate with him as far as
possible in that direction, but I do not sup-
pose he would find that a great deal could
be done. I acknowledge the limitations of
many parts of the country distriets in that
direction, but there are ecases where un-
doubtedly much good could be achieved. To
nme it seems high time that an effort was
made to do it.

One other matter to which I will make
reference is the need for encouragement of
the sale of gas producers. I have had some
correspondence with the Minister regarding
the prices ebarged for producers, and he has
advised me, after inquiry, that the officers of
the Prices Fixing Commigsioner contend
that the amounts charged for producers are
fair and reasonable, and that no excessive
prefit, and in some cases, I gathered, litile
if any profit is being wade hy the suppliers.
I must admit I was astonished to rcad the
last part of the Minister’s letter, beeause it
seemed to me that the cost of gas producers,
varying from £60 to £80, is one that is be-
vyond the capacity of the ordinary person
using a moior vehicle, even if it he & motor
truek which he requires for business purposes.
I am glad to say quite frankly that while
there are in Western Australia—in propor-
tion to population, T helieve—substantially
more gas producers being used than there are
in the other States, a great many more would
be in usc here were it not for ihe fact that
they are so excessively dear.

The other day I received a communiea-
tion from a man who is ecarting firewood
for & country mill. He wrote me that if
he is fo earry on his business with petrol,
be has got ‘to use approximately 109
gallons per month, but that if he
could get hold of a gas producer he would
be able to do the work with something like
25 gallons per month. It is apparent that
notwithstanding the hopes of the members
of the present Federal Government before
they were in office, the present petrol sup-
plics of Avstralia are not going to he easy
{o inerease, and that it will become more
and more necessary for us duoring the next
few months to use gas producers. At any
rate, this man stated that the quotation of
£80 for & gas producer for the vehicle he
is driving is beyond his means. I do not
know whether there is any specific reason
why the priee quoted to bimn should e more
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than the vsual £65. I do not know enough
abont this sort of thing to say. He is a poor
man. His oceupation is more or less hand
to mouth, as I daresay members are aware.
He carries heavy loads of wood over fairly
long distances for the consumption of a
mill. e told me¢ quite frankly that he
could not afford to pay the price quoted
to him. So there we have the positiont On
the one hand we are faced with the neces-
sity for conservation of petrol, and people
carting heavy loads of wood over fairly
long distances are people who could and
ought to save petrol, because they are the
big unsers of it. The few gallons a small user
can save do not matter very much. But
the big users conld save petrol in guantities
far greater than eould the man I refer fto.
I daresay many of the firewood carriers are
like my eorrespondent and find the price
of a gas producer a little beyond them.

I understand that Mr. Fernie, of the Min-
ister's department—a man to whom I am
glad to refer as highly suitable for the posi-
tion he occupies, a man whom it is a plea-
sure to deal with—when in the Rastern
States on a conference with regard to the
gas producer question, made a proposal for
assistanee from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the purchase of gas producers, so
that it might be made easier for a person in
the position of the wood carrier I have men-
tioned to buy a producer for use in hig
business and so assist in the conservation of
petrol, I do mot know the details of the
proposal, but Mr. Fernie did fell me that
a proposal of the kind was under considern-
tion when he was in the Eastern States, If
it was so, the proposal reflects greater eredit
on those who put it up than on the men
who turned it down-—as, I understand, it
was tnrned down at the conference in ques-
tion. I hope the Minister will in this in-
stanee do everything ‘he possibly can {o
ensure that gas producers shall be obtain-
able at the most reasonable price feasible,
and that some arrangements are made to-
wards that ond. I consider the Federal Gov-
ernment could justly assist those who ean-
not at present purchase gas producers be-
cause of the excessive cost.

MR. TRIAT (Mt Magnet) [99]: T list-
encd with keen interest to the Minister’s
statement at a reeent sitting, In my opiniou
it was a statement of great importance to
Western Austealia, and probably represents
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a notable milestone in the history of the
State. The hon. gentleman informed wus
that quite a number of factories were oper-
ating today that were not operating here
in the past. Since I have been a member
of this Chamber, I have at all times eriti-
cised the lack of secondary industries in
Western Australia. I was also eritical about
the small amount of defence work that was
being earried ont in Western Australia; but
after hearing what the Minister said the
other evening, I am convinced that the argu-
ments put forward by various members on
this matter have borne fruit, and we are
now reaping some of the henefits of that
work.

I regret to note, as pointed out by the
member for Katanning, that only £4,000 was
allocated for gas producers. I mentioned
this matter some time ago and pointed out
that gas producers were essential for people
in the back country; the prospector, the gold-
miner in a small way, the station owner, and
the carting contractor must be provided with
this facility. At ome place, Evanston, water
would not he available for the people if it
were not carted to the townsite. The dis-
tanee to the water from the townsite is 22
miles. The population is about 100, and
frequently the soak is dry. But that place
has to exist and the only means of supply-
ing the people with water is to have it
carted by & petrol-driven vehicle. The Evan-
ston Mining Co. is fortunate in that it has
ample funds; but other persons in the out-
back country cannot afford to buy s gas-
producer costing £60 to £80; they need such
money for the purchase of tools and instra-
ments to earry on their work. It is ridi-
culous for an engineer to assert that £80
is a faiv price for a gas produeer. That is
wrong.

Gas produccers have been put on vehicles
in the back country by the owners them-
delved. One guch unit eost the owier
£1 17s. 6d. for parts, and it has worked
successfully for nine months. Of course,
he fitted the unit together himself, That
vehicle transports goods within a radiug
of 60 niles of Broad Arrow. I vegret that
the Government did not make the £4,000
available for the econstruction of gas pro-
ducers at the State Engineering Works. In
that event, people would have had a chanee
to buy gas producers at a reasonable price,
probably on easy terms. I do not know
whether anything can be done in this diree-
tion, but I hope the Government will event-
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ually adopt my suggestion, so that the ex-
cessive prices at present charged for gas
producers may be reduced. The Govern-
ment might obtain the services of an in-
dependent engineer to go into this matler
in order to ascertain whether the gas
producers can be manufactured at cheaper
prices. I am not talking of patent rights.
A manufacturer might have to pay £20 or
£40 for patent rights, and in that case a
charge of £60 would be fair. Bat there are
types of gas producers not subject to patent
rights. As I have said, gas producers have
been made in the back country by the ownery
of vehicles. Some shrewd men in the eity
may, however, have obtained patent rights.

The other evening I spoke about the alun-
ite deposits at Lake Campion. I am pleased
the Minister has said that the working of
these deposits will prove suceessful. I made
the statement that the total area was taken
up quite recently by a syndicate, but I added
I would endeavour to obtain further infor-
mation and, if necessary, make a correction
the next time I spoke on the matter. To-
night I wish to correct the statement 1 then
made, as 1t was not quite accurate. The
information I have since received is that in
Mareh, 1940, Mortin and Hardy took up
300 acres. They surrendered this 300 acres
and in August, 1940, took up two areas
comprising 400 acres. On the 18th April,
1941, they took up a further 120 aecres.
This is tha time I had in mind when I made
my statement. On the 10th May, 1941, they
took up a further 72 acres, making a total
of 592 acres. In all, 192 geres were token
up after the commission to which I referred
had heard evidence. On the 19th September,
1941, these areas were converted to mineral
leases from mineral elaims.

I am pleased that we have such a wonder-
ful deposit in our State, as we shall have
another primary and another secondary in-
dustry. T believe the factory for the ex-
traction of the alunite and potash will be
erected at Lake Campion. That will have
the effeet of distributing our population a
little more. In some parts of my elee-
torate, I regret to say, there are practically
no people. They have gone away. T met
some people from Field’s Find today and
they told me that only 12 people were left
there, A little time ago there were 120.
That is not the fault of the State Govern-
ment; probably the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is to blame, because in that district a
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mine was owned by an alien, who sold it
to a company. His first claim was paid three
days before the ouibreak of war with Italy.
He was interned, but when he became pos-
sessed of £3,000 he was liberated. He was
successful in putting the company into op-
eration, but he denounced himself. He said
that Mussolini would rule the country and
would be in charge of that particalav avea.

[Mr, Marshall took the Chair.]

Hon. N. Keenan: What is his nationality?

Mr. TRIAT: Italian! His name is Mam-
bretti. A petition was signed by every man
and woman in the district to have him re-
moved, but the authorities took no notice
whatever of it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: To whom did they
send it?

Mr. TRTAT: T took it myself to Captain
Black of the Intelligence Department.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Next time, take such
a petition to the police.

Mr. TRIAT: The police cannot do any-
thing. The military authorities did nothing.

The CHAIRMAN: I draw the attention
of the hon. member to the fact that he 1s
straying from the Estimates. The Minister
has no eontrol over forcigners.

The Minister for Labour: No, thanks!

Hon. €. 6. Latham: He oughi to have,
really.

My, TRIAT: The member for Murchison
mentioned the matter of inspectors. I heard
the Minister say that appointments are being
considered. The position is serious on all the
goldfields, not only the Murchison, but the
Bastern Goldficlds and Norseman. Some
action should he taken to protect the people
as far as industrial matters are concerned.
As has been pointed out, there are practie-
ally no factories on the goldficlds, There
may he one or two at Kalgoorlie and there
is probably one at Wiluna. There i3, how-
ever, amnple scope for inspectors. T noticed
hy the Press recently that some 14 prosecu-
tions took place on the Eastern Goldficlds
within a very shert period. Whether an in-
spector remains on the goldfields for a
lengthy period, I do not know: I under-
stand that an inspector, after being there
for two or three weeks, is taken away.

There is grave danger that workers may
not he covered by insurance. I know of an
instanee where premiums to the extent of
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£216 due to the State Government Insurance
Oltice were in arrear, and liabilities had been
aceumulated by & mining ecompany up to
£2,000. The State insurance office said that
if the £216 were paid, it would meet the lia-
bility for £2,000, but the company did not
pay the amounmt, with the result that the
workmen lost their compensation. One man
who had lost an arm was, therefore, unable
to recover compensation amounting to £600,
He ¢id not receive any consideration from
the company concerned, because it had no-
thing; it was controlled by men of straw.
I sincerely trust the Minister will arrange
for inspeetors to be stationed on the gold-
fields. There is ample scope there for even
more than one inspector. The employers, I
believe, are not at all perturbed at the idea
of an inspector being stationed on the gold-
fields. They agree that it is ecrrect.

I do not agree that onc inspector should
perform the combined duties of an indus-
trial inspeetor and & price-fixing inspector.
It is too great an amount of work to be
done by one person. A man skilled in both
jobs would be a super-man. An individual
may be a very efficient health inspector and
be also an inspeetor under the Factories and
Shops Aet or under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aect, but when it comes to a matter of
price-fixing the proposition is a different
one.  The officer to he appointed to the
goldficlds in conneetion with price-fixing
should be skilled in that regavd, and should
have a good intimate knowledge of the sub-
jeet. There is scope for the appointment
of a man for that task alone. Such an offi-
cer should be provided with transport to
enable him to travel from one place to an-
other. It would be impossible for him to
rely on fransport in vehicles belonging to
other people at present, heeause the people
in those nrcas do not travel to any great
extent, and when they do they travel in
car loads. T sincerely trust that when a
man is sent to the distriet he will he pro-
vided with a ear and, as the member for
Murchison suggested, that he will be given
a reasonable salary, I have no doubt the
(fovernment will give every consideration to
that aspeet. Price-fixing is very mecessary
in the metropolitan area, let alone on the
goldficlds. People in the city have a chance
of protection. They have only to walk a
few yards to the Commissioner’s office and
make a report if they think they have been
overcharged.
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To illustrate the need for attention being
given to this matter in the metropolitan
area, let me tell members what occurred to
me this evening. Coming down from the
Post Office I found I desired a box of
matehes.  On the corner of Forrest-place
and Wellington-street there is a small shop
conducted by a ecripple who sells papers.
The proprietor was not there at the time
but a boy was serving behind the counter.
I asked him for a box of matches and, hand-
ing it to me, he told me it would cost me
1Y%d. That is to say, he proposed to charge
me at the rate of 18d. per dozen boxes.
‘Whether that was correct or not, I do not
know, but I refused to take the matches. If
that can oecur in the metropolitan area what
must be the position in the eountry? Prices
in the country districts are excessive. Two-
pence or 3d. extra per tin is charged on
tobaceo in my electorate and when the ven-
dor is asked the reason, he replies that that
is what the tobacco costs him.

I support the suggestion of the member
for Murchison that one officer be sent to
the goldfields to undertake industrial work
and one to attend to price-fixing. Once the
machinery is running smoothly the fwo
offices may perhaps be combined. At pre-
sent, however, the two tasks cannct be
handled by the one man. I hope the Minis-
ter will carry out his promise and have offi-
cers appointed as soon as possible, because
people in the goldfields ciectorates are con-
stantly urging on their Parliamentary repre-
sentatives the neced for the appointment of
such officials and particnlarly an inspector
of priees.

MR. RAPHAEL (Vctoria Park) [0.23].
I wish to say a few words regarding the
Child Welfare Depariment. The estimate
fast vear was £€10,750, and the expenditure
£R2.88%. This vear the esiimate is £80,000,
a docrense of £2,889 in comparison with last
vear's expendifure. Over a number of years
I have strennously opposed the restriction
placed on invalil and old-nge pensioners,
who have not heen permitted to use the
money allowed to them by the Common-
wealth CGovernment for their own spetial
benefit. The Child Welfare Depariment has
allowed the pensioncer 15s. per week of fhe
amount allotted to him as a pension, and the
halanee of the pension money has been taken
jnto the assessment of the familv income.
That is definitely wrongz. Tt is unju=t and
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unfair espeeially in respect of the invalid
pensioner who in many instances requires a
special diet which entails extra disburse-
ments from the meagre and paltry amount
he is allowed. I am worried lest the reduc-
tion in the Estimates means that the in-
creased old-age and invalid pension that is
to be granted to these people, and the ehild
endownmeni allowance, are to be regarded
by the Child Welfare Department as part
of the income of the recipients,

Mr. Needham: That has not been dons,
has it?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not know, but I
am afraid that such an intention may be
responsible for the decrease in the estimate.
I desire the Minister to answer the question
as to whether that is the purpose of the
Child Welfare Department. In the past I
have definitely opposed the action of the
department in regarding 5s. or 6s. of the
oli-age and invalid pension as part of the
family income; and now thai the Common-
wealth Government has rightly decided that
owing to the increased cost of living pen-
sions must be raised, I de not propose to
stand by and ailow the Child Welfare De-
partment to regard that additional allow-
ance as part of the pensioner’s income. Of
vourse I may be barking up the wrong tree,

My, Needham: I think you are.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Well, I ask the Minister
to reply, and I want to know whether it is
the intention of the department to take into
account this extra child endowment allow-
ance and the inerease in old-age and invalid
pensions. If that is done it will be positively
wrong.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You need a few inter-
jections!

Mr. RAPHAEL: Tt would help me! If
the Child Welfare Depariment does this it
will be positively unjust. The Common-
wealth Government has granted this meney
and the wife of the man on the basie wage,
the wife of the professional man and any
other woman concerned, is entitled to collect
it.

Mr, Withers:
interfere.

Mr. RAPHAEL: After a terrific struggle
the department did interfere with the pen-
sion money.

Mr. Withers: It will not interfere in this
instance.

Myr. RAPHAEL: T propose to mention a
few ecases,

The department will not
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The Minister for Labour: If it will help
you to shorten your speech, I can assure
you that the department has not interfered
and does not intend to.

Mr, RAPHAEL: I aceept the Minister’s
assurance, which will appear in “Hansard.”
I am very happy to have that assurance. It
ix not a small matter as far as I am con-
eerned.

Hon. C. G. Latham: *Hansard” costs only
6d. You will be able to disiribute some
copies!

My. RAPHAEL: The Minister's state-
ment will reassure the people concerned.
Dozens of mothers have come to me to ask
nie whether this ehild endowment allowance
will be taken into consideration with a view
to reducing the allowance made by the Child
Walfare Department. As their representa-
tive, I have & right to obtain the informaiion
I am seeking, and an assurance from the
Minister. I am very pleased that the Minis-
ter has assured me that the department will
not be permitted io do in this con-
nection as it has done in connection
with old-age and invalid pensions; that
it will not he permitted to foke child
endowment into account as family income.
[ am very pleased to get that assurance and
to realise that these people will have the
use of the money as the Commonwealth de-
sires.

The department has heen, for the past
few weeks, on one of its periodical ram-
pages. It has been trying to apply the
praning shears. There is a new stunt on at
the moment : It is that most of the old appli-
calion forms are out of date and the depart-
ment wants new ones filled in. It is dealing
with the cases as they come along.

The Minister for Labour: I have been
filling some forms in for people in my own
clectorate.

Mr. RAPHAEL: So have I, not one but
dozens. I would like to mention the happy
treatment T have received from the Honorary
Minister (Hon. E. H. Gray), who has been
controlling this department. On every oe-
easion where it has heen possible he has
inken the most lenient view and given the
hest treatment to cases brought under his
notiee. I appreciate the attitude he has
adopted on every oeeasion when he considers
departmental heads have been unjust to
people who have been reduced in their allot-
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ments from the department, In that regard
[ speak in the highest terms of the Honor-
ary Minister. _

I never go necar the Child Welfare De-
partment. [t is far better to go to the Min-
ister, although some of the departmental
officers, especially Mr. Hitchin, are very
humane men. Someone in the department,
and who it is T am not prepared to mention,
is not giving a fair and just deal to all the
people coming under its consideration. In
one case, a returned soldier from the last
war was discharged from the army for some
considerable period. He had undergone
treatment at the Perth Hospital, but
before he got an allotment from the Child
Waealfare Department he was permanently
discharged. He underwent an operation at
the Perth Hospital and was re-admitted to
the Home Defence Forces in the garrison
battalion here, and the repayment of the
money he reeeived from the Child Welfare
Department was demanded. That demand
was made despite the fact that he had not
been working, and has five kiddies. He re-
ceived the whole of the money when he was
not working, and it has to be repaid from
the meagre and paltry sum he now gets from
the military anthorities. That is unfair, I
know of another ease, that of a widow. She
pets nothing for herself, but receives an
allotment for the kiddies. She does office
cleaning and is a jolly hard worker. She
has heen working for the last seven years,
and has kept up her kiddies’ insurance
policies.

Owing to the fact that she will soon get
£40 from those policies, the department wants
repayment of a certain amount of the money
it has provided towards the kiddies’ upkeep.
Surely that is unfair and wnjust! That poor
little devil has serimped and saved over a
period of vears to keep these insurances go-
ing. She ean show by her bank books that
the few paltry shillings she has received
from the department have been used in the
purchase of clothes, and so on, for the child-
ren. 1 am not suggesting the Minister is
making this demand, but the closest wateh
should he kept over the departmental heads
in such cases as this. It is not always pos-
sible, or probable, that people are aware of
their vight to interview their member in
order to prevent injustices.

I hope the Minister will reply te these
few points. Although we realise that, from
time to time, investigations have to be made



1756

into ecireumstances as they alter, yet the
department is always foo happy and glad to
expect the older kiddies, who may be going
to work, to keep the younger omes, I
have four cases under the notice of the Min-
ister now. In one instance the child re-
ceived a rise of 12s. a week. Because of
that the department cut 9s. off the mother’s
allowance. That is most unfair. The de-
partment allowed only an extra 3s. to go
into the honse on aceount of these exira
earnings,

Mr. J. Hegney: What was the weekly
income of the household?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Under £3 a week,
Mr. J. Hegney: And how many children?

Mr, RAPHAEL: Three. T do not bring
this matter up with the idea of castigating
the Minister, because he has not very much
to do with this department. I suppose he is
happy to be away from it. Over a period
of years I have on occasions voiced my
disapproval of the actions of the depart-
mental heads in charge. It seems that one of
the main objects of the men in charge of
departments is to see that expenditure is eut
down to the lowest possible amount. At a
time such as this when the cost of living,
ineluding clothing, is rising, we should not
attempt to reduee this vote by £10,000. I
would be happier to sce the Government in-
crease it by £10,000. We are told by the
Minister for Labour that the only men on
relief at the present time are men too sick
to work. These men should he transferred
to the Child Welfare Department and given
more than 7s. a week. They should be given
& reasonable sum and allowed to live decently,
T am sure the Minister is not aware of all
the facts. The Honorary Minister who is
in charge gives favourable consideration to
every case brought under his notice.

I had two main points to stress tonight.
T have reeceived an assnrance on one—that
child endowment will not be permitted by the
Child Welfare Deparitment to be taken into
consideration as income coming into the home.
I would also like the Minister to give an
assuranee that the increazed amount veceived
by old age and invalid pensioners will not
be taken into aceount as nn extra amount
coming into the home; and at the very most,
if anything at all, not more than 5s. should
he permitted by the department to be in-
cluded as portion of the inecome coming into
a home. T say, and say positively, that not
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one penny piece of that pension should he
allowed to be used as & basis for fixing the
amount of the allotment to those people in
reccipt of relief from the Child Welfare
Department.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaeca)
{0.38]: I endorse the vemarks of the inem-
ber for Vietoria Park. I would also like to
have from the Minister a little information.
He said that 903 women who had children,
and over 100 others had been helped during
last year by this department. It does not
seem to me that there is any speeial rule
in this department for assessing the amounnt
of velief. Even the maximum amount
allowed to mothers is not sufficient to keep
them. The maximum amount would be 13s.
for a widow and Os. for each child. If she
had two children and reccived child endow-
ment for one, she would be in receipt of a
total amount of 38s. a week and would have
to keep three people. It would be absolutely
impossible for three people to live on that
amount. This woman had to pay 15s. a
week in vent and feed and clothe three people
on the remainder, which was an ahsolute
impossibility.

The member for Vietoria Park has told
the Committee about moncy being taken
from pensions to make up the amount that
had been provided in relief to those assisted
by the Child Welfare Department. The same
course of action is resorted to in connection
with military allotments. A woman may
have been helped for some time by the de-
partment and her hushand may have entisted.
Maintenanee payments have heen made
through the Child Welfare Department aud
so much of the money is kept by the depart-
ment, and the woman is allowed a paymenti
oquivalent to that which she received hefore.
For example, suppose the woman had ben
receiving 24s. at the outset. I am speak-
ing of an instance, with the particulars of
which I am acquainted. This woman has
two children. Her husband enlisted. She
had a maintenance order against him, hut
she had also heen helped by the department
to the extent of 24s. weekly.

Because the hushand after enlistment
made an allotment in his wife’s favonr, the
department endeavoured to retain the dif-
ference between the 24s. and the £2 2«
which was the amount of her allotment. 1
intervened on the woman’s hebalf and on twa
or three occasions T had to see the Honorary
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Minister {Hon, E. H. Gray). He was the
ouly one from whom I could get any satis-
faction. I consider the Child Welfare De-
partment is the most soulless of the State
Departments.  Indeed, it is nothing move
nor less than a money-lending organisation.
Jf any woman in receipt of assistance from
the department secures money from any other
source, the department makes her sign a
statement to the effeet that she will repay
any money provided by the State. Some-
times eomplianee with such an undertaking
would cripple a woman entively, but the de-
partment does not care about that. It re-
quires her to sign the statement.

Afr. Withers: If the woman should win a
charities eonsultation, you would expect her
to repay the money advanced to her.

Mrs. ‘CARDELL-OLIVER: Of course!

My, Withers: That is all the statement
amounts to.

Mr. Raphael: And they take it ont of
msurance money, too. Don’t worry about
that!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I think the
department needs overhauling and that
applies to the Aet itself. The legislation is
out of date and it is very difficult to secare
anything like humane treatment from the
department, Let me give the Committee
another instance. In my district there reside
a roan, bis wife and five children. The man
who ig young, has been unemployed and has
been helped by the department. He sceured
relief to the extent of £3 3s. I obtained
for him a job for which he received 18s. a
week, which enabled him to make up his
rent. IDmamediately that happened the de-
partment withheld some of the advance tfo
him, merely because he was in rveceipt of an
extra 18s.

The department adopted that course de-
spite the faet that there were seven people
in the house who had to be maintained. I
had to go to the Honorary Minister to get
him to agree to the man retaining the 18s.
a week. I may add that this happened be-
fore the child endowment scheme was inang-
urated. At that time the children had to he
fed through an outside organisation be-
cause they were decidedly under-nourished.
No landlord would allow the man to have a
house at a rental of less than £1 a week. I
remind the Committee that seven pcople
had te be maintained on the small ineome T
have mentioned. I would like an assurance
from the Minister that the Act will be over-
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hauled. In making the complaint regarding
the Child Welfare Departmeat, there is no
partieular individual officer that I would
name. I know them all and they all seem
inbued with a desire to curtail expenditure.
They think, apparently, that there must be
a hard Minister somewhere in the offing
who requires them always to keep the de-
partmental expenditure under the estimate,

Member: Perhaps it was a case of Treas-
urer’s orders!

Myrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: I do uot
know if that was the position, but I do
know that the Child Welfare Department
is & disgrace to Western Australia, and I
would like to see it thoroughly overhauled.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [9.45]: I
eannot claim to have found the Child Wel-
fare Department to be the soulless institu-
tion the member. for Subiaco has suggested.

The Minister for Labour: Nor has any
other member.

Mr. FOX: At the same time, I do not
think that those who are dependent upon
the department for assistance receive suffi-
cient from that source. My statements
may seem confradictory, but I have made
that asserfion often enough. People
should receive help in other directions. For
instance, they should be able to secure homea,
It is true that applicants for relief have
to sign a statement setting out that in the
event of their being in a position &t any
time to repay advances made to them, they
will do so,  Nevertheless, when instances
have arisen of an individual receiving eom-
pensation having sccured assistance through
the department pending the receipt of the
compensation payment, and representations
bave been made to the department to allow
the individual to retain the amounat—
recently we had one case where the amount
was £30—in order to start & small business
or for some other purpose so as to enable
the woman to free herself from the depart-
ment, the application has been readily
agreed to.

I do not desire to throw houquets at the
department becanse I think much more
ecould be done for those who ecannot help
themselves. The least any person should be
expected to live on is the amount of the
basic wage. If we had a proper social
system that would be the position. I sug-
gest to the member for Subiaco that she
would be much better employed in an en-
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deavour to establish such a soctal system than
in eontinning her membership of a parly
that has always resisted any attempt to
seeure better conditions for the masses.

Mr, Abbott: That is not so; you should
not say that!

Mr. FOX: I will say that. I bave been
associated with the industrial movement for
many years, and on ocgeasions I and others
have been sacked from our jobs hecause we
endeavoured to improve the econditions of
those with whom we were associated. I
suggest to the member for Subiaco that she
belongs to a political party that has done
such things.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! I draw the
hon. member’s attention to the faet that
this department does not administer the
activities of the Opposition!

Mr. FOX: I was leading up to that point.
My purpose is to bring under the noticc of
the Minister a hardship that is being in-
flicted upon some people, mostly women,
who on the death of the breadwinner are
left, say, £100 under an insurance pelicy
or perhaps may have £100 in the bank.
When application is made for assistance,
it is refused on the ground that the appli-
cant is not destitute. Strietly speaking,
this might be so, but a sum of £100 does
not last very long. If a breadwinner dies
as the result of an accident and the widow
receives £500, the department will permit
her to spend the money on the purchase of
a home, and place her on relief immediately.
That is only right and just. I have no
complaint to make against the officers of
the Child Welfare Department., I have
always found them very courteous and
anxious to assist in every way possible, but
eertain restrictions have been placed upon
them for which they eannot be blamed.

If a woman has £100, she shounld be per-
mitted to keep it in order fo buy
clothes and other necessities, and should
be granted the full amount by the Child
Welfare Department. The department
will allow a woman who i3 in receipt
of relief to earn a certain amount of money
in order to buy clothes. Her allowance
might be cut off while she is so employed,
hut the allowance for the children iz con-
tinned. If a woman is left with, say, three
children under the age of eight, a sum of
£100 spread over six vears would mean only
£16 a year, and we can say that most
women do not waste their money, but make
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it go as far as possible in the interests of
the children. I appeal to the Minister to
ensure that when a widow is left £100 or a
little more, that should not be a bar to
her receiving relief from the department
at once. I believe that a sum of £30 or
£40 is allowed, but a limit of £100 would
wot be too high.

A maiter that interested me greatly was
the statement of the member for Mt.
Magnet that a gas producer plant had
been made at a cost of 27s. 6d. The
Minister should get in touch with that
man beeause, if he could turn out gas
producers for even £10 or £20 each, it would
be very helpful to people in these troublous
times. Petrol is scarce, and is likely to
hecome searcer in the near future. We do
not know what Japan is going to do, but
if that country enters the war, there will
be less petrol available for consumers in
this State. Quite a lot of market gardeners
iIn the metropolitan area have to go to
market three or four times a week, and the
quantity of petrol allowed them is barely
sufficient for their needs. Many of them
are not in a position to instal gas pro-
ducers at existing prices. If they could
do so at reasonable cost, and if the Gov-
ernment assisted them so that the pay-
ments could be spread over a period, we
would be conferring a great favour upon
them, especially if the man mentioned by the
member for Mt. Magnet could turn out the
gas produeers at a cost of £10 or £20.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore} [9.54]: I
feel it is a matter for extreme congratu-
lation that at long last there is lying on
the Table of the House the report of the
Western Australian War Industries Com-
mittee. TIn my opinion, that report is of
greater momenf to everybody in Western
Australia than are all the matters we have
been discussing here tonight. The Minister
for Industrial Development is probahbly
charged with the heaviest responsibility of
any member of the Cabinet, and I assuro
him that he will receive all the help that
it is in my power to give him.

The first point in the report that interests
me is the decision of the State Government
to bear a share of the excess cost of the
fisheries research vessel. We have been
trying to get a vesse]l of this description for
18 months or two years. The estimated
cost of the vessel was originally £7,000, bt
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that amount has heen increased by 40 per
cent. or more. Anyhow, the State Govern-
"ment has decided to share the excess amount,
and we ought to get built in this State a
wooden vessel that will serve a dual pur-
pose. It will demonstrate clearly that we
can build such vessels and bunild them of
jarrah; it will serve an economie purpose
in that, in conjunction with the Marine
Biological Laboratery at Fremantle, it will
seitle once and for all the guestions of the
supply of fish, the habits of fish, and per-
haps will even have some effect on the cost
of fish in the market. The building of the
vessel will go a long way towards helping
the fish-canning industry, which has been
started, to boeome a suecess. As I have
stated in this House from time to time, I
believe that we have not yet discovered the
areas off our coast where fish are most pro-
lific. Until we find those areas and learn
something of the habits of the fish, and
until we treat the fish as an economic asset,
the suecess of the fish-canning industry we
are undertaking will be doubtful. With this
vessel and the excellent work that can be
done with her, we shall establish beyond
doubt that we have good fishing grounds and
ean profitably can the product.

I am partienlarly interested in the sub-
ject of shipbunilding. I have already men-
tioned in the House that a number of small
vessels were recently required for ihe
R.AAF, rescue boats and other small eraft
necessary to the operations of the Air Force.
We were approached to submit tenders for
the building of those vessels, which were
of a type similar to boats used now on
the river and on various parts of the coast,
and could easily be built bere. When the
specifications were received, however, we
found that it would be quite impossible to
tender for the work because the materials
insisted upon were available only in the
Eastern States, 1 have mentioned this mat-
ter before, but I suggest that the Minister
should make representations to the right
quarter to have the specifications, so far as
they affect Western Anstralia, altered in
order to allow us to tender for those con-
tracts and use materials which are available
in this State and which everyone will agree
are as snitable for the work as any that
may be imported from New South Wales
or Queensland. I noticed in the Press that
the closing date for tenders was the 5th
November, and that one tender was sub-
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mitted, but I have discovered that the
Department of Supply and Development
decided to extend the time till the 1lth
November.

The point was that the tenders expeeted
from Western Australia had not been re-
ceived. That is why I have suggested, and
why I vepeat, that the Minister might do
something as regards contacting the right
quarter and recommending that we in this
State build & ship of this State’s timber,
and in aceordance with the specifications lnid
down. I understangd that one of the require-
ments of these small rescue vessels is that
they shall do a matter of 20 knots. It was
suggested to me that the specific gravity of
jarrah is such that probably 2 ship made
of that timber would not attain such a speed.
I muost admit that the suggestion made me
rather fearful at the time but I inquired
throughout the State in responsible quarters,
Government and private, and gathered that
apparently there is no foundation for my
fears. It seems that jarrah ships ean travel
just as fast as can ships constructed of any
other wood. 8o I trust the Minister will
do that.

The next matter of interest in connection
with this somewhat belated report is the
question of the manufacture of steel vessels.
Apparently it has been known for some time
that Western Australia ean do that work.
That, too, has been done on the river upon
a minor scale in the case of one or two small
vessels; and I believe it hag also been dene
upon the goldfields. A man up there built
a ship of steel very efficiently. As regards
the limits of size, according to the report I
am diseussing the maximum would seem to
be about 2,000 tons. Tt is highly gratifying
to be able to hope that in the very near
future twe more slipways will be constructed
in Fremantle, capable of taking 2,000-ton
steel vessels.

‘We have on the river, admirably sitnated,
the State Implement Works. I believe al-
ready that workshop has turned out steel
ships; and if we turned them out before
we can turn them out sgain, and there is
greater need for them today than there ever
was in the past. Time is slipping by, and
we trust that the commissioners to be ap-
pointed to adjudicate upon and to implement
the report will be fully alive to the fact that
two years of war have gone and that we are
in a third year, and also that up to date
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things have not heen too bright. However,
I can see the change coming at last, and I
congratulate the Minister on getting loeal
production inte its stride. Even though per-
haps the time is late, it is gratifying to kuow
that we are getting into that siride.

As regards the State Implement Works, 1
helieve that at present they are doing naval
construetion or naval repair work. I Dbe-
lieve also that at one stage no less than G30
people were employed at the works, whereas
today there are not 200. We had the tech-
nieians in the State to do these jobs, and
when we hear sueh fignres as ihose I have
Just quoted we become a little fearful lest
the patience of those technicians has been
exhansted and they have left our State for
better pastures in eastern Ausfralia. I trust
that the basis of that fear is not apparent in
the particular figures I have just quoted,
and that what I have hinted at has not hap-
pened, so that when opportunity eomes along
we shall be able to grasp it. I do hope te
learn in the very near future that the slip-
ways have been started and that the steel
ships are on the way to completion.

Further, I hope that we deal comprehen-
sively, and with business acnmen, with the
question of the value of the wooden ship
today. Unlike the member for Katanning,
I am not concerned with what people think
is going to happen to those ships after the
war. The thing that most concerns us is
what we are doing at present to win the
war. It matiers not two hoots whether all
the things we make today, through the Min-
ister’s department, are scrapped, if they
have been enabled to play their part in the
war through the efforts of the Minister and
other men like him. T do not think it mat-
ters two hoots if onr steel ships and wooden
ships, built for the purpose of helping to
win the war, are stuck up in King's Park as
monuments alongside the guns after the war
-—hut always provided they have done their
job in the interim. The Minister is fully
alive to the needs of that job.

In connection with the building of ships
in Western Australia, we farmers are told
to win the war by eating our own sheep and
our-own lambs. That is wrong, and irritat-
inz to the farmer. It is like asking a bird
to sharpen its beak in order to eat its way
out of the cage. Anyhow, I am convinced
that ike ships we can huild would take away
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to  the Far FEastern countries, recently
deseribed by the Minister for Agrieulture as
the Neav North and the Middle East, those
embarrassing surpluses of whichk we have
heard <o wuch. The ships would then repre-
sent a bigger advantage to the State even
than the advantage I dream about. Every-
thing shonld be done to ensure that those
vessels are built as speedily as possible, and
that the slipways are constructed as soon
us possible.  Like zeveral other membors of
this Chamber, I recently made a prophecy;
and my propheey was that Russia sould be
sercaming for onr foodstuffs and that we
would not have ships to take them away, or
to take away our other embarrassing sur-
pluses. A few days ago I read in a Vie-
torian paper that Russin had already
appealed to Australin for huge guantities of
wheat and huge quantities of wool. Ave we
going to be told that there are no ships to
iake the wheat and the wool to Russin? The
responsibility for the lack of shipping would
be ours. The responsibility is on this State
Parliament and on the Federal Parliament,
and I trust that the responsibility will be
shouldered as quickly as possible. TFuriher
I trust that the eommissioners who are to
he appointed io implement the report, which
at long last is lying on the Table of the
House, will realise fully what I have smd to
the members of this Commitiee about the
need for expedition.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [10.9]: Like
other members, 1 listened with great inier-
est to the speech of the Minister for Lahour
and Industrial Development introducing his
departmental Estimates. Undoubtedly the
hon. gentleman did paint a roseate piecture.
Without being pessimistic as to the future
after the war is over and what mayv happen
to industries that we may establish during
the period of war, I think that if we accom-
plish 25 per cent. of the results the Minis-
ter foreshadowed the other evening
we shall be in a highly ereditable position.
To expect 100 per eent. would, I think, be
heyond all reason.

Hom. (", (}, Latham: You have a knittinz
fuetory at Bunbury.

Mr. WITHERS: T was going to mention
it. I do not require the Leader of the Op-
position to remind me of that faet.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T wanted you to know
I was aware that you had the factory.
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Myr. WITHERS : There is possibly a mis-
coneeption in the minds of the people of
this State—I will not say in the minds of
the members of Parlinment—as to whose re-
sponsibility it is to establish secondary in-
dustries here. The Minister and his depart-
ment have done their part up to date, but
it is not the responsibility of the department
or the Government to establish such indus-
tries. It is the responsibility of the people
in the various distriets to take advantage of
their possibilities and prospects with a view
to doing something to help themselves, with
the aid of the Minister's department and of
the Treasurer, but without the latter’s assis-
tanee if possible.

Wkhen speaking to the Address-in-reply
last year, I mentioned that we were en-
deavonring to establish a knitting mill" at
Bunbury and I said I hoped the Government
would come to our assistance. The late
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr, Lam-
bert) said to me something to this effect,
“You will get nothing out of them.” That
has not proved to be a faet, as the Govern-
ment has given us assistance. I desire to
point out some of our handicaps. Notwith-
standing the State has a surplus of wool we
cannot obtain sufficient supplies. That is a
tragedy, especially when we have launched
out to manufacture goods that are necessary
for the military. We must buy wool from
the Eastern States. Here another diffienlty
arises, as we cannot secure shipping spaee
to bring the wool from the Eastern States.
The handicap is the greater because we havz
to pay road freight on a considierable pound-
age of wool from the Eastern States to
Western Australia. We have also to pay
freight from Fremantle to Bunbory, as well
as freizht on the manufactured article from
Bunbiry to Fremantle. That is something
"the Minister might take into consideration;
he might be able to arrange for reduced
freights.

We also require packing cases for our
manufactured goods. I asked the manager
of one factory to get into touch with the
State Sawmills at Pemberton in order to
obtain a quotation for karri cases. The
reply did not come from Pemberton, which
15 in the South-West, but from the head
offiee of the State Sawmills, which guoted a
price for the cases at Carlisle. I point out
that the timber has to be transported from
the South-West to Carliste. T would like to
know why we could not obtain a quote from
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Pemberton, or somewhere else in the South-
West close to our factory. We are now buy-
ing the cases from another milling source,
because we are getting them so much cheaper
at Bunbury. What is required is co-opera-
tion between the various departments with
a view to helping industries in their infaney.
Another question is that of co-ordination
betiveen the Department of Supply and the
Department of Industrial Development. I
know this is a difficult matter and that the
department has its hands full; but we, too,
are faced with the fact that we eannot ob-
tain a continuous supply of wool from the
Eastern States.

As the company is under-capitalised we
have had to appeal to the Government for
assistance or for a guarantee in order that
we might get eredit with the Eastern States
suppliers and kegp faith with them for
future orders. That appeal was necessary
because of lack of assistance on the part of
people living in the district. They have
failed to provide finance for an industry
that will prove to be of subsiantial benefit
to them; they have not taken up sufficient
shaves in the company. If the same lack of
financial assistanee is experienced in other
distriets, then I fail fo sce that we shall get
very far with our secondary industries. As
I said,’it is up to our people themselves to
establish such undertakings.

Had the Albany Woollen Mills the ma-
chinery for spinning yarn, as the Lineoln
Mills in the Fastern States have, possibly
the Albany mills could supply the yarn
required by the various companies in West-
ern Australia. I have been informed by the
Department of Supply that one factory at
Subinco, which is knitting socks for the
military, is taking all the wool that can be
suplied by the Albany Woollen Mills. T
cannot blame those mills for not having the
machinery required to produce yarn; they
could not have foreseen that 2 war would
break out. Today it would be practically
impossible for them to secure the necessary
spindles to spin the yarn, nor could they
obtain other necessary equipment.

I am pleased with the Depariment of
Industrial Development, The Minister and
Mr. Fernie have been a great help to us.
Not only has the department provided
financial assistanee, buf it has taken a direct
interest in our factory. If other districts
establish factories there is no reason



1762

why Western Australia should not be able
to produce all its requirements after the
war has ended; but we have to be careful
in our selection of the goods to be manu-
factured, The member for Katanning to-
night was rather pessimistic as to what
would bhappen after the establishment of
these industries in Western Australia. T am
not in the least hoping that the war will
continue for any length of time, but omnce
we have secondary industries established
here we certainly should be able to provide
our own requirements. We have one dis-
tinet advantage, which was pointed out by
Mr, Davis, of the Department of Supply,
who was visiting us from the Eastern States
a little while ago, He pointed out that
Western Australia was 2,000 miles nearer
to markets than were the Eastern States
and that, because of the scarcity of ship-
ping after the war, Western Ausiralia would
be in a more favourable position than would
he the Eastern States to supply the require-
ments of the Near East and other places.

AMr. Seward: What manufactured artieles
are exported from the Eastern Stafes?

My, WITHERS: They export quite a
considerable number today. Steel will be
required in great quantities for reconstrue-
tion in Europe and the old world, and if
we are s¢ much nearer

Hon. C. . Latham: The steel will be
wanted in the near North, too.

My, Seward: You are on a tender subject
there, are you not?

Mr. WITHERS: I hape it will not be
thought I am parochial when I speak of
steel. I also think of Bunbury when I hear
the Minister talking ahout charcoal, because
I cannot think of any place better suited for
the establishment of those works than is
Bunbury. If the member for Albany were
here T would be inelined to say that we are
much nearer the markets than is Albany,
but perhaps that wouid not be guite fair!

Mention has been made of tinned vege-
tables and other foodstuffs. I do not know
what will be the demand for these commo-
dities after the war unless we can persuade
the people to acquire a taste for them dur-
ing the war, but I do know that there is a
great demand for dried produets today.
Even in Western Australia there is a eall
for soya beans and Canadian YWonder heans
in the dried state. There is a bizg demand
and a big price offering for these goods, both
sreen and dried. We eould well give eon-

{ASSEMBLY.]

sideration to supplyincg Western Australian
and other markets with those goods, I do
not agree with what some members have
said about the Child Welfare Department.

The Minister for Labour: The statement
of the member for Subiaco was disgraceful.

Mr. WITHERS : I bave been in the House
now for nearly 18 years and have had con-
siderable experienee of the Child Welfare
Department, I can truthfully say that only
on one ocecasion bave I had to approach the
Minister in connection with a case. In
view of the information the depariment
had received from its own inspeetor it did
not feel justified in affording the assistance
I sought. When I placed the case before
the Minister and told him I knew the cir-
cumstances and how badly the people con-
cerned were sitnated, and that the facts
were not exactly as had been represented
by the inspector, the Minister came to my
aid.

T have alwavs found the departmental
officers most courteous. Perhaps it may be
due to my manner of approach, but I have
always sought to gain the confidence of the
depaviment hy never submitting a ease that
was not genuine. When I have had an
instanee brought to my notice and have
considered the case to be weak, I have
given the facts to the department and have
sought the departinential version. When
one sees the other side of a picture, very
often one discovers that the people who
have made representations to him have
not heen in the right. The depariment has
a very difficult job. T do not agree with
the deduction of the old-aire pension money
from the allowanee made hy the depart-
ment to a family, but I consider that on the
whole the department treats people very
fairly.

Mr. ABBOTT: I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and necatived.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [10.25]:
The report of the Western Australian War
Industries Committee was not quite so
favourable to our secondary industries as
we might have hoped. It states—

The trend of faetory employment in the
several States since the omtbreak of war indi-
cates a worsening of the position in Western
Auctralin relative to the other States. During
193940 at a time when factory employment in
all States recorded substantial improvement,
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the aumber of employees engaged in Western
Australia actually declined over the previous
year’'s figures, There has been some improve-
ment over the Jast nineg months, culminating in
the establishment of a record employment of
23,151 in March last. This, however, repre-
sents an increase of only 4.5 per cenf. on the
figures for 1938-39 compared with an inerease
of 18.7 per cent. for Australia as a whole.

Su the position is not as favourable as we
could have hoped. The position in South
Australia dnring that same period was
much better. The increase in that State
on the figures for 1938-39 was 36.1
per cent. That was a very high in-
crease for South Australia, and we would
therefore be wise to consider what action
was taken in that State to obtain such en-
couraging resnlts. The Premier of South
Australia is quite definite ahoul the ahso-
Iute necessity for encouraging secondary
industries. Speaking on a Bill he intro-
duced in August, for the purpose of setting
up a committee of the House to assist in
the encouragement of sceondary industries,
he said—

While the Government will take every action
possible to encourage rural production, it feels
that not one opportunity should be logt to bring
other new enterprises here. Moreover, perhaps
never before in the history of the State have
80 many opportunities for industrial develop-
ment presented themselves. For many reasons
Australia is becoming daily more important as
the Empire’s focal point in the Pacifiec. Our
very existence reguires us to he more and more
self-reliant and progressive. At a time like this
South Australin must either jump forward or
be  forever content to vemain a backward
country with lower standards than the Eastern
States,

Those words are even more applicable to
Western Australia. If we do not seize this
opportunity I suggest that for many years
onr population will not inerease, and the
sons and daughters of people now liv-
ing will have to migrate to the Eastern
States to find employment. A good deal
has been done in this State to encourage
secondary industries. There are, however,
some things not vet done whiech might have
been done. One of the first steps South
Australia fook when it decided to develop
secondary indusiries was to see that its
company tax was no higher than that in any
other State. It actually reduced that tax
from 3Js. 94. to 2s, so that a company
starting in South Australia would be in
no worse position in that regard than if it
started in some other State. Qur own taxa-
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tion is not as low as in South Australia,
although it is not mueh higher.

The next thing South Australia did was to
establish a trust for the purpose of build-
ing houses. The average rental for houses
built by this trust is 13s. a week, Because
factory workers had the opportunity to get
a bouse at sueh a vental the manufacturers
were able to aceept competitive work in
their various factories. Another idea for-
mulated and carried into effeet by that Gov-
ernment was the ereation of a corporation
merely composed of business men and others
experienced in manunfacturing. Its purpose
was to aid smaller factories with expert ad-
vice and assistance. The Government sup-
plied the corporation with a certain amount
of money to be made available to shruggling
industries, and so enable them to become
established. This corporation not only sup-
plied the wmoney hut supervised and assisted
the activities concerned. A good many smalil
mannfacfurers are guite efficient so far as the
actual manufacture of their product is con-
cerned, but when it comes to costing and dis-
tribution of the artieles manufactared they
are very often inexperienced and ineompet-
ent.

Again, the Government appointed a
speecial officer to make inquiries about per-
sons considering the establishment of new
industries in Australia. The Agent-General
for South Australia bhad speeial instrue.
tions to cable the names of any men
who might be interested in the establish.
ment of factories in South Australia im-
mediately they left for Australia by flying
hoat or by ship. Such men were eontacted
sometimes even before avriving in Ausiralia,
and the advantage of establishing their indus-
tries in South Australia put forward. Some
industries were actually established in that
State beeause of the early contact made
Government inspectors visit various factories
and ngquire as to whether anyv technieal as-
sistance is nceded. Those inspectors render
considerable assistance.

As a result, & good many industries have
been established in Sounth Australia, some
of which we might have had in this State,
There iz the chemical industries, that is
the I.C.I. alkali works. We might well have
had that industry established here. It is
a concern with £1,000,000 capital. Other
indusiries e~tablished were the eellulose
industry, the British tube wmills, the blast
furnace and shipbuilding vards at Why-
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alla, although we would not have had
much chanee of getting that industry here.
Just lately a very large textile factory has
been established, giving employment ¢to
3,000 people. Some years ago General
Motors-Holdens Litd., Richards and other
large motor body firms were established.
The time has arrived when there is little
unemployment in South Australia. Only sas
lately as August last, the Governmeni fook
another step forward by introducing a Bill
to establish a committee of both Houses to
assist and advise the Government by re-
commending assistance in connection with the
establishment of new industries. I eommend
that Bill to the notice of the Minister for
Industrial Development. It provides that the
committee shall consist of two members of
the Upper House and two members of the
Lower House, one of whom, if possible, is to
be the Leader of the OQpposition in cach
House. No Minister is to be a member of it.
Mr. MecLarty: There i3s no Leader of the
Oppeosition in the Upper House.

Mr. ABBOTT: That is a South Auns-
tralian Bill

Mr. McLarty: It is a non-party House
there, too.

Mr. ABBOTT: Is it?
Mr. McLarty: Sc they say.

Mr. ABBOTT: The Bill does not quite
pgree with that version, It also provides
that the Government might assist indnstries
in the matter of technical experts and aec-
countants. There are still some further
steps we might take in this State to push
on with the establishment of secondary
industries.

There is comment I desire to make abount
the Child Welfare Department which I think
would be of henefit to the community.
We have an infinite variety of inspectors.
We have faetory inspectors and price-fixing
inspectors. One official very much needed is
a Child Welfare Department inspeetor, who
would visit schools where the conditions of
some children are such as to lead him to
believe that their home life is not all
that conld he desired. Some children
are considered by the teachers to be
constantly neglected, but they can do
nothing. There is no official to deal
with this matter. If an inspector ecalled
from time to time at the schools these child-
ren conld be pointed out and their homes
contaeted, and perhaps the difficulties under
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which they suffer vemedied. Some children
are sent to school in a condition not alte-
gether clean, showing that they have not
received the eare and attention at home that
they should. It is not good for the children.
Many times they are sent home from school
for reasons such as I have indieated. If an
inspector were appointed to assist the
teachers by contacting the mothers or guard-
ians much good might result. T suggest that
the Minister should give consideration to
this phase,

Mr. J. Hegney: That would not apply
only to children of poor parents.

Mr. ABBOTT: Quite 0. Apparently
some mothers have not the sense of respon-
sibility that one would expeet. If sueh
parents were spoken to by an inspector the
position might be remedied.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [10.41]: The
member for Katanning, in the course of his
speech, contended that our secondary indus-
tries would not have been advanced as they
are today had it not been for the intervention
of the war., I do not altogether agree wiih
that statement. I admit that the unfortu-
nate occurrence of war has certainly given
our secondary industries a decided fillip, but
I remind the hon. member and the Com-
miitee generally that prior to the outbreak
of war, as a result of the Government's
activities, onr seecondary industries had made
considerahle strides.

Mr. Watts: Were we then making clino-
meters and other articles that have heen
turned out singe the war commceneced?

Myr. NEEDHAM: T also remind ihe hon.
member that it remained for the present
Government to ereate the Department of
Industrial Development whiek was placed
under the direction of a Minister who has
heen devoting all his time to the encourage.
meni and the development of secondary in-
dustries. Even had the war not eventnateq,
I claim that our secondary industries would
have advanced considerably as a result of
the work of that department. The memher
for Katanning also complimented the em-
ployers and employees on the preservation
of industrial peace in this State. T appre.
ciate his references. He suggested that
evidently there was an exeellent understand-
ing between employers and employees which
bad resulted in the continuance of an era
of industrial peace.
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One might say that Western Australia
is an oasis in the desert of industrial tur-
moil in other parts of Austrafia. I inter-
Jected when the hon. member was speaking,
that there was another explanation for the
satisfactory state of affairs here. I referred
to the fact that the State Lahour Party for
mnany years past has fostered a system of
disputes committees. The employers them-
selves reecognise the wonderful work earried
out by such committees not enly in settling
industrial disputes but more particnlarly in
the prevention of them. The latter is by
far a greater factor in securing industrial
peace than the seftlement of aetual disputes.
T further remind the member for Kainanning
that immediately on the outhreak of war the

State  Executive of the  Australian
Eabour Party agreed to the sugges-
tion that special pancls he ereaied

represenlative of employers and employees,
these being in addition to the disputes
committees to which I have already referred.
As a result of those overtuves, we have heen
able te secure industrial peace loecally, and
during the war period there has been only
one brief stoppage of work. I believe those
conditions will continne; I certainly hope
they will. The member for Irwin-Moere
referred fo the report of the Western Aus-
tralian War Industries Committee. He has
taken eonsiderable inberest in war industries,
but I remind him that he is not alone in that
respect.

Mr. Berry: Did I say I was?

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member did
not say he was, but the inference to be
drawn from his speech was that he was the
only one interested in shipbuilding in par-
tienlar and war industries in general. I re.
mind him that at the outhreak of hostilities
the State Executive of the AL.P. at onec
contacted the Commonwezlth Government of
the day with regard to shipbuilding and
the possibility of undertaking such work in
Western Australia.

Mr. Berry: It does not say muach for you
that after all this fime nothing has been
done.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Nor dees it say much
for the Federal Government then in office
that it did not yespond to onr invitation.

Mr. Berry: You have your chance now!

Mr. NEEDHAM: Representations were
made not only with regard to shipbuilding
but other war activities as well. Together
with the Lahour Government, the cxecutive
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of the ALP. were the first and have been
the most continuously in the field demand-
ing a better deal for Western Australia re-
garding war industries, partienlarly ship-
building. The fact remains that the Com-
monwealth Government of the day tnrned a
deaf ear lo our representations. It was
through the cfforts of the present Prime
Minister of Australia who was then Leader
of the Labour Party in the House of Repre-
sentatives where he was Leader of the Oppo-
sition, that the Western Australian War
Industries Committee was established. The

present  Prime Minister with Senator
Collett and, for part of the time,
Senator Cunningham, were members of

that committee. As a result of their activi-
ties we have now the report that has been
made available. I remind the member for
Irwin-Moore also that the Siate Labour
Govermmnent took considerable interest in the
work of that committee and presented
wonderful evidence to that body. A com-
mittee of Cabinet Ministers made arrange-
menis to that end. Furthermore, panels of
trade unionists formulated the most valu-
able evidence that the committee received.
A statement to that effeet was made by the
chairman of the eommittec.

Mr. Berry: You are incriminating your-
self now. You had better get on with the
business.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The fact that we gre
ahont to commence building a ship has been
made publie, and it is not the fanlt of the
State Goverument that the work has heen de-
layed. Right from the moment the question
af costs waa raised the Government offered
assistance.

Mr. Berry: The State Government should
have done that without

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Perth must address the Chair and take
no notice of interjections.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The State Government
had to undertake other operations as well,
and no one knows better than the member
for Irwin-Moore that the Government was
Hmited in its desires only by firancial con-
siderations. In fthe circumstances, it has
done well in guaranteeing the inereased cost.

M. Berry: You had a surplus of £11,000!

Mr. NEEDHAM: But other matters had
to be considered besides shipbuilding, im-
portant though the latter undoubtedly is.
I want to make quite clear the faet that
the member for Irwin-Moore was not the
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enly one who had the intevests of the State
at heart, but that our people took an active
part from the outset. i regard to ship-
building we bave to bear in mind that while
we have the skilled men and the faeilities
for building ships here, we have not the
material for nilding otlicr than wooden
ships. I should like to see more wooden
ships built here becaunse possibly, when the
war is over, we shall bave to endure some
hardships. If we eould get a hetter deal
than we have bad, and a guarantee of con-
tinuity of essenlial supplies, I am satisfied
the State eould build ships equal to those
turned ouat in any part of the British
Dominions. I know a little ahout ship-
building heeanse I spent 14 years of my
life in the Clyde shipyards.

I have only a few remarks {o make about
the Child Welfare Department. I cannot
agree with the statement of the member
for Subiaco when she deseribed the depart-
ment as a seandal. That was an unfor-
tunate remark.

Mr. J. Hegney:
thing to say.

Mr. NEEDHAM: She coneluded her re-
marks by saying that the department was
a disgrace to Western Australia. I have
no desire to misrepresent the hon. member;
nor am I here to hold a brief for the de-
partment. The Minister in charge is well
able to defend the department. Without
exeeption I have found the officers of the
department courteons and helpful in every
way. There is only one thing wrong to
my knowledge and it is that this depart-
ment, like other departments, is starved
for money. If a little more money was
provided, more liheral treatment conld he
meted ont to the indizent section of our
people. I do not know whether the Minis-
ter ean assure the Committee that an in-
ereased amount will be pranted by the de-
partment in order to make the assistance
more cffeetive, but I shonld he very pleazed
if he eould do so.

It was a disgraceful

The member for Vietoria Park stressed
the point that child endowment allowances
would he considered as income hy the Child
Welfare Department when applications for
velief arve being cunsidered. We know that
the department never contemplated such a
thing. Unquestionably child endowment
his been granted for a speciliec purpose and
no department conld eonsider it as ineomne.

[COUNCIL.]

I am somewhat doubtful about the increase
in the invalid and old-age pensions., I do
not knew liow that is zoing fo be regarded,
but I hope the increase granted to the in-
valids and old pecple of our State will not
be considered by the Child Welfare De-
partment as income. I know several
people who are receiving invalid pensions
and who are alse in receipt of assistance
from the Child Welfare Department for
children and 1 hiope that the increase in the
pensionr will pot affect the amount heing
mranted by the department.

Progress reported,

Housze adjonrned at 1055 pm.

Qegislative Council.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MAGISTERIAL DIS-

TRICTS.
Betting 'rvosecutions,
Hon (. 1. BAXTER asked the Chiet
Seeretary:—1, What is the total number

of magisterial districts throughout the State !
2 By what title i~ cach distriet known? 2,



